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OrcuriRD JLRUSAJ.EM — Lying In a pool of blood (left) la one of the tlirce Pales- 
tinian commandos who staged a daring altaek on King George StrccI 
111 Jerusalem, Monday. The commando died soon after being rushed to hospital. 
(Right) A wounded person in the attach Is curried to hospital. The commandos at 
tacked, with grenades wounding in the process 48 people, some of them seriously. 
Soon after the Incident, the Democratic Front for the Liberation of l*alestlne ( DFLP) 


Pllj 


i ’i 


Lebanese higher committee ‘Challenger’ prepares for launch 
fails to ease Beirut tension as Soviet cosmonauts dock 


BEIRUT (AP) — Police regained control 
at the western end of the only crossing be- 
tween the Muslim and Christian halves of 
Beirut on Wednesday after a tense two- 
hour confrontation with anti- government 
Shi'ite Muslim militiamen. 

Militiamen of the Amal movement took 
over the checkpoint at the entrance to 
Muslim West Beirut after a rumour spread 
that Christian militiamen had forced po- 
lice out of the position on the opposite, 
Christian side of the Green Line. 

Witnesses said the police melted away 
as the Amal fighters — some in civilian 
clothes, some in rag-tag uniforms — ar- 
rived with Kalashnikov rifles shortly after 
8 a.m. 

At midmorning, highranking police of- 
ficers arrived and negotiated on the dusty 
street with an Amal official. Hassan 
Yalecm. After a few minutes of talk, the 
militiamen began to drift away and the po- 
lice again took up their posts. 

“The news came from the other side 
that the Christians had the other pos- 
itions," one police officer explained, ask- 
ing that his name not be used. “It isn't 
true. We just passed by there." 

At the eastern end of the crossing, 
about 600 metres away, police were in 
control but a few militiamen in civilian 
clothing sat in a car nearby or stood talk- 
ing. At one point, one moved an automa- 
tic rifle from one car to another. 

But the number of men from the Chris- 
tian Lebanese Forces militia was far fewer 
than those from Amal at the western end 
of the line. 

Neutralisation of the Museum crossing 
between East and West Beirut was consid- 

Queen accused 

By Len Rockingham 
Star London Correspondont 

LONDON — The Queen and Prince Philip 
arrived home from their state visit to Jor- 
dan last Friday. On Saturday and Sunday, 
the newspapers reviewed the royal tour 
and particularly the question of whether 
Her Majesty had taken sides in the 
Arab-lsraeli dispute. Then on Monday, 
(he Queen gave lunch at Windsor Castle to 
President Herzog of Israel. 

It was thus a weekend when the British 
public was plunged into consideration of 
the central question of the Arab- Israeli 
conflict, and when theirsympathies went 
out to the Queen, she was caught in the 
middle. As one newspaper described it, 
“the Queen in a political minefield". Yet 
the sequence of events put into perspec- 
tive two important aspects of British life 
— the influence of the press and lelevi- ' 
Sion and the place of the Queen herself In 
the British system of government. 

It was significant that when the Queen 
gave lunch to the Israeli president on 
Monday, there were no reporters or cam- 


ered the only achievement of a higher 

security-political commiltee led by Pre- CANAVERAL. Florida (AP) — 


sident Amin Gemayel that is working to 
consolidate a ceasefire in Beirut and sur- 
rounding areas. 

The Christians at the east end and 
Shi'ite and Druze militianien on the wes- 
tern side gave up their posts at the cross- 
ing to police four days before Wednes- 
day s confrontation. 

. Jhc tense episode was the only incident 
reported after warring factions battled 
with artillery and machine guns in Beirut 
and, the nearby hills on Tuesday, as Pre- 
sident Gemayel's administration sought a 
disenga^ment formula. Local radio sta- 
tions said that by mid- morning, on Tues- 
day. the sometimes heavy exchanges 
overnight had de-escalated inlo occasio- 
fi^e ^^'***** artillery and machine gim 

The persistent violations of the cease- 
fire underscored the lack of progress by 
the security- political committee. The 
army garrison in Souq Al-Gharb is strate- 
gic because it overlooks Baabda and 
Yarze, locations of the presidential palace 
ff*l? ^rence ministry. Eight units of 
the 8 th Brigade, the strongest remnant of 
Lebanon's battered army, man the garri- 
son and are fighting Syrian-backed Druze 
militiamen in the hills nearby. 

The independant newspaper *An- 
Nahar’ indicated that a number of the 40 
French truce observers here may go to the 
mountains together with Lebanese 
national police to separate the army and 
the Druze. 


Five astronauts who will fly the Nth p»‘'ther major task. Hart wlIuseiM 

space shuttle flight arrived at Cape Canav- T ^ research saleto: 

eral on Tuesday as the launch team began j? science, technology and mH' 

a countdown that will send ‘Challenger' which will operawi: 

on a bold satellite rescue and repair mis- ‘ ® months until another shun) 

sion. crew recaptures the payload and returns; 

' to earth next February. 

The satellite is up there, all ready for #-.u i, ^ n 

us to go get it." Astronaut George Nelson * Challenger is lo come home on 1, 
told reporters after the crew flew here in Cape Canaveral aftww 

three T-38 jets from their training base at orbit. 

the Johnson Space Centre in Houston. Meunwhile. Indit'i's first spaceman m 

Nelson has the risky assignment of fly- Soviet cnunlcrpnrls on WednesdL 

ing free of the orbiting shuttle, man- propared for a party (o celebrate the docl- 
oeuvring with a jet-powered back pack to Hiuir .Soyuz T-IO spacecraft tAUt 

capture the disabled payload. (he Snlyul-7 orbiting .stniion. Radio 

“Everything is going well and we be- 

lieve we will get off on lime." said Com- After the docking on Wediwsdi) 
mander Robert Crippen. Kakesh Shiirmu. 35. and two Sovieife 

The countdown beoan at \ n m n„ Mission Cammander Yun V 

_ . ^ throe civsinonauts who have been worb® 

Cnppen will be making his third shuttle aboard the Salyui-7 for a celebration dit 
trip. Other crewmen, all rookies, are pilot ner. Radio Mo.scow said. 

Dick Scobee and mission specialists James « 

Van Hoften and Terry Hart. Radio Moscow said (he lligm 

...III ./I, . proceeding normally and the spaa®' 

Crippen will guide Challenger so he wore fecline well 
can track down a wobbly, slowly spinning a a- i rr ■ i enwiei ne« 

science satellite named Solar Max. which According to the SW 

failed 10 months after it was launched In Agency TASS. Sharma. Malysb^ 
1980. H-ncu m gtrekalov checked the pres-suriz^ f 

aboard their Soyuz T-1 1 craft and oi 
equipment in the craft. 

. Before >he Tuesday iaunch, wj.irt» 


* wwmrn III 

mounta ns together with Lebanese . JJf space plane is to catch up with So- Before the Tuesdav launch, which 
n..^a. ,u„ce separa.e ...e ar.y and 

a,^i;id|^^uiTsry i!f, s'p*’- • r"' i;fr 

t.o„ or Frepcl. pea«keepi„^ troops. ,ir,ock into the open cargo fo'“?1nTo %a« aboTd'?S& ^ 

of taking sides in Middle East dispute 


cramen to record the meeting. The Israeli 
embassy said later that Mr Herzog had 
Ksued his promised invitation to the 
Queen and told her that, if she was able to 
go to Israel, “she would be a most ho- 
noured and welcome guest." But from the 
Palace there was silence. And ail that the 
press association news agency reported 
was: “No immediate reply was given — 
or expected — and it could be years before 
the Queen takes up the invitation." 

AH this was in strong contrast to the 
massive media presence with the Queen 
in Jordan, particularly during the royal 
parly s noted visit to the Jordan Valley, 
when, shown a map of Israeli settlements 
•surrounding Arab towns on the West 
Bank. Queen Elizabeth is reported to have 
said to Queen Noor: “What a depressing 
O'ap ’• Mter. w^ien Israeli jets swooped 
overhead, Her Majesty commented that, 
they were frightening. ,i 

Both, remarks ! were reedrded by the 
uKra-sensItfVe directional microphones 
being used- by 'a BBC television crew. It 
was these remarks^ together with the 
speech m Amman; earlier in the week 
when the Queen referred to “the tragedy 


which has befallen the Palestinian peo- 
pie which gave rise to the subsequent 
debate on whether Her Majesty had taken 
sides in the Arab-lsraeli dispute. As the 

M ?]?• Press Secretary. 

Mr Michael Shea, said that some of the 

covering the visit 
had distorted , her remarks. And back 
In London the. Queen herself is reported to 
.®'^ 8 ered by some of the pro- 
Arab and Anti-lsraeli interpretations put 
on her remarks in Jordan. ^ 

hal^f racl is that Her Majesty the Queen 

British public 

®rid in this role Her 
opinions — 

but those of the government of the dav 
Thus, when .once a year she formally 
opens Parliament her speech from the 
throne is wrjtten for her by the prime 

minister and inembers of theifi^overnmJm 

she said 

that the Palestinian tragedy “afflicts no 
country more than Jordan". ' " 

is “iso a private person, 
who spontaneously reacts to the people 


she meets and the events 
around her. This is an important iw 1 
British public life, because if - 
Queen's ordinary humanity whicn ' 
its way into ihe hearts of her 
of those who disagree violently 
policies of the government of to® .J 
Thus, it was the Queen’s humamty ” 
reacted to the map of (he 

showing (he Israeli setilemenis anu i 

shock of (he Israeli jets flying 
It was the sort of reaction that 
sonable person might have been 
to make in (he circumstances 7 - 8 "° j 
lainly not an expression of Brilisn go 
men( policy. 

The distinction needs to he 
cause, despite press comments to in 
trary. the British government 
changed its policy because oftney 
visit to Jordan. On the other nano- 
people in Britain .and olsc'vher* > 
world have now been made mw® 
aware of' what the Arab-lsraeli^, 
means to ordinary people hecaus ^ 
Queen's quiet spontaneous. , F - f 
reaction when she stood looking . i 
wards across the Jordan Valley. ' 
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Night ofl 
fire in 
Beirut 

BEIRUT (AP) — Christian and Mu- 
slim militiamen clashed anew across 
Beirut's demarcation lines on Wed- 
nesday and radio stations reported ar- 
tillery shells crashed into several re- 
sidential neighbourhoods. 

The new round of hostilities erupted »t 
II a.m. and quickly spread from ihe sou- 
thern suburbs to the mid-city from lines. 

TIk rightist Christian ‘ Voice of Leba- 
non’ radio slalion said several salvos of 
artillery shells fell on the Christian neigh- 
bourhoods of Ashrafieh. Furn El-Shubbak 
anil Hazmieh. 

There was no updated casiiulty report 
for the fresh outbreak of fighting, but po- 
lice said six people died and 45 were 
wounded in the overnight baillus along the 
Green Line that dividc.s Beirut into the 
Oiristian East and Muslim West. 

The overnighi fighling, which forced a 
three-hour closure of the Museum cross- 
ing. the only open gateway between the 
two sectors of the capilnl. had tapered off 
early in the morning. 
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Amman, 12-18 April 1984 


INSIDE 



KING STARTS TOUR: His Majesty King llus.scin .says farewell to IiiformatiDii Min- 
ister Lalla Sharaf and other cabinet incnibers as he left Amman 011 Wcdne.sdav fur 
Baghdad on a two-day visit to Iraq. He is accompanied bv Prime Minl.stcr Almiad 
'Obeldat, the chief of the royal court, the court mlnisicr and the chief chamberlain. 
The Iraq visit Is (he first leg of a tour of Gulf counlric.s, to dlscu.ss with their leaders 
Middle East ls.sucs, the Iran-lraq war and hopes for an earlv Arab summit. (Petra 
photo) 


Chrislian and Muslim combatants on 
opposite sides of the Green Line accused 
each other of igniting the fighting and 
shelling of (he Museum crossing. 

Combatants used tank cannons. 
106-mm recoilless rifles, artillery, mor- 
lars, rocket- propelled grenades, machine 
guns and small arms ihroiighoui the nighi 
in residential neighbourhoods along (he 
Green Line. 

Reirui’s media reported the failure of 
seven ceasefires overnighi. but an eighth 
held. 


E.xplosions mixed with the thunder of a 
rainstorm in rocking the capital as flames 
raged in buildings and cars caught fire. 
Flares and lightning illuminated the night 
skies. 

The military committee was meeting on 
Wednesday to discuss disengagement 
plans which representatives of warring 
factions agreed upon Monday in a meeting 
of a higher security-political commiltee. 

Continued on page 2 
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Aqaba is optimistic on 
return of tourist trade 


By KiKliy Kakisli 

Star Starr Writer 

AMMAN — The dark pc.s.simism fell 
in Ihe tourism business twor llic past 
several months has shifted in recent 
}^eks to H cautious, careful optim- 
ism. especially for the rc.sorl of 
Aqaba — business seems lo be picking 
up. 

Last winter, hoteliers and travel agents 
^re talking about the threatened collapse 
of the hotel business in Aqaba (Star 15 
December 198.3.) The usually busy 
months of October and November last 
)^ar produced some bitter medicine for 
fiotels. as a high percentage of cancella- 
uons tewk place. Business was approxi- 
mately 30 per cent down from I 982. 

Inn Aqaba Manager Jean 
Uncelle told The Star on the telephone 
Joe. in *^“11 occupancy during the 

^®ysof December was nothing un- 
sual for (hat time of the year, and thus 
really constitute something to 
uiid one s hopes on. The same went for 
January and February, dur- 
Hg which the hotel was half occupied. 

,l*®wever. proved otherwise, as 
b®gan to pick up. Mr Lancelle 
^^®^ I*'*® month is quite success- 

a ®”*^ ^®y holds promise of being 

a good month. 

hftMT- is quite optimistic about the 

ihnnik*! towards the end of 1 984. al- 
mnnju j June to be a very quiet 

nth due to the holy month of Ramadan. 

Hoteliers interviewed in December had 
nemioned several of reasons they believe 
Aofl^ ^hlnd the decline of tourism in 
A ®{)^* generally throughout Jordan. 
suffiJu reasons were the lack of 
Dart marketing eff 6 rts on 

tlal ifti. i (ravel agencies: polen- 

Sts' misconceptions of the geo- 
Sin n? ®”** political- siluta- 

that fit Middle East area; high prices 
lUdes tourists, and local alli- 

able. tourists feel uncpmfori' 


Jordan (SO mi 


All these have not been changed over- 
night: hut cis Munir Nassar. Manager of 
liiU*rnulional Traders travel agency in 
Amman pul it. something must have been 
iloiK' right. 

Mr Nassur said that the number of tour- 
ists coming inlo Jordan so far this year is 
almost the same as (hey were in 1980 — a 
yctir which is considered to be a record 
one for tourism. This month is as good as 
April 1 980, with 1 .000 tourists so far. 

Mr Nassar attributes the pick-up in 
tourism (0 several factors. A major one is 
that Europeans, who constitute Jordan's 
main tourist market, are becoming aware 
of Jordan’s geographic location and politi- 
cal situation in the Middle East. Jordan, 
he believes, is less often mixed up with 
Lebanon. Iraq or Iran. 

Another factor is that Europe may be 
gradually emerging from its economic 
recession, and holidaymakers are yearn- 
ing to go to places other than and differ- 
ent from the Mediterranean shores of Eu- 
rope. 

All the efforts made by the Tourism 
Ministry, hoteliers and travel agencies, in 
attending numerous world tourism confer- 
ences. fairs and exhibitions must be pay- 
ing off as well. 

Mr Nassar cites three other develop- 
ments lo support his expectations of a 
touristic boost to take place in the near fu- 
ture. First of all. Queen Elizabeth of Bri- 
tain's slate visit to Jordan will definitely 
encourage many potential tourists from 
the United Kingdom and the European 
Economic Community lo come to Jordan. 

Another promising factor began putting 
down roots several years ago. but only 
now has begun to bear fruit. Cruise liners 
are more interested now than ever to dock 
in Aqaba. Although they generally stay 
just long enough for the tourists aboard to 
lake a quick tour to Petra, they are never- 
theless contributing to the business. Ac- 
cording to Mr Nassar. a French liner has 
offered to extend its 1985 voyages into 
the first three months of the year, rather 
than the usual first two months, and vrtil 
be staying for two days each lime rather 
than one. 

.Saudi Ayabiii A QaiSf 3 riyi* 













Aqaba town: One factor In Its economic revival Is the establishment of a special 
regional authority 


A related factor is the almost total lack 
of any customs duties and formalities for 
the tourists when entering Aqaba. “It is 
the first impression people get from a 
country that they carry home with them." 
commented Mr Nassar. “The fewer im- 
migration procedures they have lo go 
through, the more encouraged they will be 
to prolong their stay and encourage 
friends lo visit the same place." He said 
that Queen Alia International Airport has 
also been contributing lo improvement in 
tourism by smoothing immigration proc- 
edures. 

The third factor, and the most impor- 
tant one for Aqaba, is the resumption of 
charter tours to Aqaba by the Scandina- 
vian firm Tjaerborg. which is soon to 
fly in 100 passengers a week. The UK's 
Thomson Holidays is to begin in May with 
an average of 40 passengers a week. 

Gcaning the slate 

After having experienced the frightful 
pinch of a touristic business decline, 
Aqata is keen to do anything in its power 
lo wipe out several black spots that seem 
to have a bad effect on tourism. 

Early January marked the birth of the 
Aqaba regional Authority, which serves 
as an umbrella network that will have 
complete control over the development of 
^1 aspects of the Aqaba region. , 

One of the first things the authority did 
was to establish' a tourism and environ- 
ment committee to deal with planning an 
overall touristic and environmefiial deve- 
lopment programme. 


The committee's first meeting took 
place on I I April. Director- General, of 
Tourism Michael Humarneh. who is also 
board member of (he Aqaba Regional Au- 
thority and committee president, told The 
Star that the committee intends to 
concentrate on. among other iliings. 
means of achieving an maintaining the 
cleanliness of Aqaba's ^valors and bea- 
ches; appropriate rales for hotels, restau- 
rants and land and air transportation that 
will attract Jordanians as well as foreign 
tourists, and (he most effective marketing 
procedures, in addition to touristic facili- 
ties. 

The commiltee wants to promote suit- 
able night-time activities, short boat trips 
to the shores of Saudi Arabia and charter 
flights. The cbmmitlee Includes seven 
members including the directors of the 
beach patrol, the Aqaba police Public Se- 
curity Directorate and representatives of 
Aqaba hotels, tourist offices and (he 
Royal Society for the Conservation of Na- 
ture. 

Not surprisingly, there remain a few 
hoteliers In Aqaba who are still doubtful, 
or (00 depressed even to believe that there 
is a possibility Ihe tourist business will 
ever pick up. This feeling comes basically 
from those who own hotels off (he bea- 
ches. “Aqaba is now only a weekend re- 
sort. where undergraduate students come 
and unfortunately do not know the mean- 
ing of taking care of others' properly." 
Aqaba Mirimar Hotel Manager Sam' an 
Qussous told The Star. 
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PUBLIC SEMINAR 

BRITISH EDUCATION 


AT 


CHELSEA COLLEQE and DAVIES'S COLLEGE 

01 Aeronautical & Automobile Engineering 44 cromweii Poad 

Shoreham Airport, Shoreham«by>Sea Hove 

Sussex BN4 3FJ Sussex BN3 3ER 

Telephone (079 17) 01198 Telephone (0273) 723911 

E-J.a Graanwood, N-OA, ^A. F.N.IAB., AlAgr-E. R. BaUarby, MA, B.So.l^'rad’^.Ed^ F.ai S. 




The Principals of Chelsea and Davies’s Colleges, accompanied 
by senior members of staff, will give an illustrated talk on their 
colleges at: 


THE BRITISH COUNCIL 
FIRST CIRCLE JEBEL AMMAN 


on Monday, 16th April at 7.30 p.m. 


During question time there will be the opportunity to discuss points concerning all 
types of education in'the United Kingdom. For contidential interviews at other 
times please telephone the Jordan Intercontinental Hotel on Saturday, 14th April, 
and ask for Mr Bellerby or Mr Greenwood. 
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for elegant gifts 


FINE SILVER by John B. Chatterly 


Hand painted enamel bo xes 
by Halcyon Days 

Special consignment of traditionai 


Paim Sunday candles 


now available. 

Ground Floor, Holiday , Inn, Amman 




Factions ignore 7 ceasefires 


Continued from page I 


Sources, who did nol wish lo he 
idcMiiric'd. Siiid implcmcniuiion 
of Ihc Jisengaiiuniunl pkin wiilil 
lake ai least roiir days. They said 
II Would also depetui upon a plaii' 
lied .siimmii meeiinjj heiwocii 
I'resideiii Amin Gcmayel and lu'.s 
■Syriim eiHinlcrpari. lial'e/ Al- 
•Assad. in iX-imascns. The date 
Tor (he sunimii lias not been offi- 
eiallv annniinL'ed. 


V ^ !-a d Gentaycl 
seek Syrian help lo establish . 
Insling ceasefire in Ichaiion Sv 
ria sponsors the lAJbuncsc onoL 
siiion milii rill* .1 


MlMui militias, rile heads of ih« 
two ncighhouriiig states \vo,||d 
al.so discuss tile forniaiion of a 
nutu.mil cinilliloii government in 
l.el\mon. iho sources said. 


THINK AND GROW RICH 

HI 


In Kauih Ijebanvin. business- 
men met senior Israeli officers 
on I iiesday lo comp|i,jn of Is- 
raeli restrictions on crossing into 
the Israeli-held Soiiih. Israel Ra- 
dio said. 


mu , a»uor la l • aMA . 
Mnu ind ■ (ilcna o ( 
itii rkheti and nmi fi . 
fiMui nun of Ihc JOih 


ctniuiy , iptni M yaan 
compUtni ihe caic Kli . 


lorlM and monav . nali - 
U | mcihadi eanialncd In 
■Ml Douk . Na man atar 


uilliaad mora luccaia 
lachniquaa , and ilia ic - 
lulinipfadieiabla Thli 
DMk hai bKonw ona of 
lha bauttllaij of ill lima . 


The ropori on the English- 
language news said ihc business- 
men had ihrcniened lu stop all 
their dealings with the South if 
Ihc ix'sirieiinns were nol lifted. 


T & C INTERNATIONAl 

AO. Boxajdoa 
TUCSON . AT dSTJJU.SA 


-Such a move \WMild place a 
lieavy burden on the Ismcli au- 
thorities Ivcause the South k 
heavily depcndeiii on the Nurih 
for ii.s clothing and other 

neccssiiius. 



Taste before you buy 




Seventh Circle, on the road to the Royal 
Automobile Club. Tel. 817929 
Our slogan: Perfection and good taste 
Pay us a visit and you will find our Oriental 
sweets including Kinafeli baked with Ihc best ani- 
mal fat, top quality cheese prepared by the most 
famous sweets in (he region. Wc have a special 
section for Western type sweets, cakes of differ- 
ent sizes and shapes for all occa.sions. 

We can prepare take-home siveets. 

You arc welcome lo Soufar Swect.s. 



Amman 
Tel: 42043 




^^ptikos Jordan 


Jordan 


V Intercontinental 
\ Hotel 




Same Day Delivery 


Eyes- Examined 
Conlacl Lenses 
7 Days a Week 




Moderate Prices 


ATT. DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS 
VILLA FOR RENT 

Two llrara Vllli In Embii.l«a area, Jabal Amman, conaliting 
or rive oedroome, five bathrooms, four salons, one big dining 
ejihon * garden, gprage, central heating and tel- 

for mors details, pip asa call tsl. no. 42M1 botwosn 1-4 pjn. 


at jUuiii .^uj 





RENT A CAR 

RepreseotstlTes for 

TOYOTA 


m 


Fleet&Individual Rental Current Models 

AMril-NearHoinJBgBtnk,xg|, 2147 1 / 25-767-ja- - ^ ■>«*- J''** 

P.tX'ftx9l80,T«lex2IS13(ULCX) JO) eiLOOjo) 
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7 harmacists breathe fire 1100,000 nCW homeS needed 


By Sawsan Musallam 
special to The Star 

AMMAN — The fate of the Pharmacists Association Council 
hDDB In the air late this week after a meeting between council 
members, Its president and Health . Minister Kamel Al> 
yUiouni- The meeting decided to “freeze’* the resignations 
of eight out of the council's 1 1 members and to refer their 
dispute with the president to the association’s general ass- 
embly for a final decision- 

Tbe general assembly will convene on 13 April If there is a 
doorum. filing that, It will meet on 27 April with or without 
s quorum. The disputing parties have agreed that the meeting 
ttill be opened by the President, Mr. Ghaleb Sabarinl, but 
that (he association’s vice president will then take over with 
the assistance of an arbitration panel Including Amman 
Mayor Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh, Mr. Khalil Qatawneh, Mr. 
Stibhl Hbl and two association members. 

The resigning members told The Star they took the step be- 
cause they were unable lo “co-exist with the president, who 
docs not run the council's sessions properly." 

According to the syndicate’s byelaws the council Is consid- 
ered dissolved If five or more members resign. The minister of 
health has to call on the general assembly within one month 
from (he date of dissolution to elect a new council to act for 
the remaining term of the previous one, which In the present 
esse is one year. 


But Mr Sabarinl- rejected the allegations and said that 
"pecsonal reasons*’ are behind last week’s event. He said 
(bat he used to “patch up” disputes among members of the 
council, and these disputes increased after the second Jorda- 
nlsn Pharmacists Conference was held because ‘ ’ some council 
members did not have a chance to present their researches. ’ ’ 


Or Sunday Minister of Health Kamel AJlouni met with 
council members and asked them In vain to reconsider their 
resignations. 

Some members of the council made four suggestions In an 
attempt to reach a eomprondse. These are: Arst, the eight 
members withdraw their resignations. &cond, president of 
the Council remains, but does not exercise his authority. 
T%lrd, the council continues to carry out Its responsibilities 
for the rest of its term. Fourth, sessions would be held under 
the chairmanship of the vice president. 


New optimistic feeling 
prevails in Aqaba town 


Conltnued from page 1 

“Wc have been receiving 
promises since 1967. but smiles 
ajone never fuinil promises." he 
Wtcrly snid.^ He believes lliBl 
TOlhmg will improve unless sev- 
eral problems arc cleared up. 
Travel agencies must do ihcir job 
»n marheling Jordan abroad und 
^Mtiy bringing in tourists; Jor- 
aanians must realise that cleanli- 
Msi does not mean keeping their 
homes clean only; and Alia, the 
Jordanian Airline, needs 
to be more co-operative in its 
»<sa and prices need to be re- 
fluced. according to Dr. Quss- 

0U8, 


when it comes to global tourism 
lo the Middle East." 


I do nol blame hoteliers for 
bad feelings,” com- 
Mr. Hamarneh. “They 
invested a lot and they dos- 
s®® 'I thriving, and this is 
rommittee is aiming at. 
hotels and the Jn- 
hotels are in the same boat 


Mr Hamiirnoli believes that the 
muin ihiiig is lo market Jordan to 
tourLsls in n way that will make 
them realise where Jordan is ac- 
tually located, as well as howpo- 
lllically safe it is. This will also 
tx! aided by Queen Elizabeth's 
recent visit to Jordan and the 
special documentary film that is 
being produced about this visit. 

Some people arc putting their 
complete trust In the committee, 
as they believe it to be a good 
sign for promoting Aqaba. Mr 
Nassar said that committees of 
the sort are working worldwide, 
although with slightly different 
roles. “They are quite a suc- 
cess. so I do not see how our 
committee in Aqaba can be oth- 
erwise — it will also encourage 
other towns In Jordan lo follow 
Us example." 


FORE.ST ININ RESTAURANT 




'fe 

I _ 






FOREST INN — HISHAM HOTEL. Jebel Amman, 
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WeaTSDi V** *^**’®*®' Ministry of Tourism. 

.® Introduce our newly opened reslauriDl THE 
dlihec * I npablnliziDg In'IhternetlODsI culsloe and Arabic 

Mtf Arable chefs. 

Fresh ioup/ Pnddlng and Horseraddlsh 
2. Dueklloi With (>anKe &dce E*'®®hcttes 
Roast 4erind?orhrtl«^ ’ **'■ 

< r * bnd extremely pleasanil eurroDadlngs sndat extremely 
ressonable prices. 

Open (tally iipm 1 1 . 30 ■, in. lill midnight. ExMlkni selection 
of.wiiUi. AircondMioned T£L 43720 —43740'— 4402S 




Housing Corporation director favours local firms 


^ Steven Ross 
Star Staff Writer 


AMMAN — The growth of de- 
mand for housing currently out- 
strips supply by around 15.000 
units a year, and this gap will not 
be closed in the foreseeable fu- 
ture. says Housing Corporation 
Director General Shafiq Za- 
waideh. 


Mr. Zawaideh. who has held 
office for about two months, told 
The Star in an interview that his 
organization was working at a 
rate of about 1,000 homes a 
year. This, added to another 

2.000 built annually by private 
contractors and other agencies, 
makes total supply of roughly 

3.000 compared with actual de- 
mand for 18.000 new homes 
every year. 

In 1976. he said, the gap be- 
tween supply and ddmand was 

13.000 units a year. By now. 
the tola) shortage in housing is at 
least 100,000 homes. Such 
undersupply means that family 
homes become badly over- 
crowded. especially in the poorer 
districts; new couples are often 
unable to find a new home and 
some cannot even afford to get 
married because an apartment 
would be so expensive. 



project, the “Phosphate City” 
in Ma‘an. will probably also be 
built by a Chinese company or 
agency. It will house workers on 
the vast new Shidiyeh mine 
development. 


Shafiq Zawaldcb 


to “expand away from Amman 
and Siiwcileh. ” Abu Nusair is a 
city In itself, capable of housing 
40,000 lo 60,000 people. It will 
be a complete township, with 
schools, streets, sewerage, a 
snaall stadium and other utilities; 
with 6.500 homes spread over 
2.700 dunums. 


Payment for the construction 
of this 500-unit estate will be 
made wholly or partly in Jorda- 
nian mineral products — phosph- 
ate, potash and fertiliser. In an- 
swer to local construction firms' 
objections that such arran- 
^ments detracted from the local 
industry and created unfair com- 
petition. Mr. Zawaideh pointed 
out that the purpose of this con- 
tract arrangement was lo open 
and nourish a market for Jorda- 
nian national products. 


The first phase contains 3,679 
units of 16 different classifica- 
tions (villas. flats, semi- 
detached houses, etc.). How- 
ever, work on this phase has 
fallen badly behind schedule and 
it will nol be finished before 
1986. 


After Chinn has been receiving 
the Jordanian minerals for sev- 
eral years, it is expected that the 
demand will continue — even af- 
ter the end of Ihe contract. This 
is a matter of Jordan's overall 
economic well-being; and “if 
you balance the benefit of Jordan 
with those of individual contrac- 
tors, I have to pick that of the 
country. ” 


The Housing Corporation was 
established in 1970. and started 
its work by building homes for 
middle-income families and pro- 
viding housing finance to gov- 
ernment employees. Later, how- 
ever, it switched lo a concentra- 
tion on housing for very low- 
(nconve categories. It built 
homes in areas of population 
concentration around industrial 
activity, and lately it has been 
working on housing projects for 
civil servants in Irbid, Jerasli, 
Madaba and Salt. 


Another major actor entering 
the housing scene is the Social 
Security Corporation (SSO. 
which has become one of the 
largest investment agencies in 
the country using funds on depo- 
sit by workers covered in its in- 
surance scheme. SSC has hous- 
ing and social development as 
one of Us main Investment alms; 
and now plnns to co-operate with 
the Housing Corporation In 
building and distributing homes. 


However, as a former con- 
tracting company owner himself, 
he agreed that the industry's 
problems were great. The locals 
simply “cannot compete” with 
Chinese contractors, whose lab- 
our costs are extremely low and 
who have other benefits as well. 
So Mr. Zawaideh is in favour of 
a policy of awarding all lenders 
to local firms even when the cost 
is lip to 20 per cent higher than 
it would be to hire foreigners. 
The phosplKiie payment arran- 
gement is a special case. 


The housing estate now under 
construction at Abu Nusair, nor- 
theast of Amman. Is a "differ- 
ent idea.” he said. Us purpose Is 
to give the population a chance 


Balancing benefits 

The corporation's projects are 
almost all built by local contrac- 
tors. except for Abu Nusair -- 
where two foreign firms are 
working — and one development 
in Mb' an. Another planned large 


“There is n new trend in Jor- 
dan that they should give a 
chance for the local contractor.” 
and the government now intends 
to award all contracts up to JD 2 
million locally. If foreign firms 
are engaged for jobs larger tlian 
that, they are expected to negoti- 
ate partial payment In mineral 
products. 


The Advanced Computers and Electronics 
Model Exhibition 



has the honour to invite you to visit the computer and electronics 
exhibition at the Holiday Inn — Amman Hal! from 14/4/84 — 
16/4/84 : 


in which the largest specialised firms take part 


1- Naim Saleh al-Far company 

2 - Sony company . 

3- Omran for computer systems — Adler 

4- The general computer establishment .... Olivetti 

5- Ar-Raed al-Arabi corporation 

6- Petra company 


The exhibition Ls open J-2 »n<i 3:30—9:00 pm 
Saturday, Sunday and Monda? 
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Jordan 

Association seeks end to 
doctors’ unemployment 


By Ibtlsam J. Dababoeh 

SpeciaJ lo The Star 

AMMAN — The Jordan Medical 
Association has made several 
proposals aimed at nnding solu- 
tions Lo the problem of doctors' 
unemployment. They were made 
at the annual general meeting of 
the association held in Amman 
last weekend. 

The proposals include the in- 
troduction of a comprehensive 
medical insurance scheme, 
which the association said would 
lead to the appointment of more 
doctors in the public system. 
This should enable adequate me- 
dical services to rcacli every ci- 
tizen. The government should 
also strive to conclude bilateral 
medical agreements with other 


Arab countries, to facilitate the 
craployment-of Jordanian doctors 
m those countries. 

The association suggested the 
reduction of the intake of medi- 
cal students in the future, and 
urged the medical schools to 
concentrate more on the improv- 
ement of medical services. 

The President of the Associa- 
Uon, Dr. Hussain Khrais told 
The Star that unemployment is a 
problem facing all doctors in 
^neral, except rare specialists. 
He said, however, that this si- 
tuation of unemployment does 
not mean Jordan has achieved 
self sufficiency in the field of 
health services. More doctors 
arc needed to work, especially in 
the countryside and also in the 


urban centres, in order to reduce 
the volume of work there. 

Dr. Khrais observed that while 
the problem of unemployment 
persists, only 28 per cent of doc- 
tors in Jordan are working for 
the Ministry of Health. On the 
other hand 48 per cent of the 
doctors belong to the private sec- 
tor. To reverse (his situation, Dr 
Khrais stressed (he need to ap- 
point more doctors in the public 
sector. 

A paper submitted to the asso- 
ciation's meeting last year ar- 
gued that unemployment of doc- 
tors may result in degrading 
health services in the country. It 
said while the urban areas have a 
large concentration of medical 
facilities, the rural areas are still 
in need of adequate medical ser- 
vices. 

According to the medical sta- 
tistics. the ratio in Jordan is one 
doctor to every 1,022 people. In 
the schools, 7,000 students are 
being cared for by 13 doctors. 


Engineering job outlook 
not bright, official says 


AMMAN (Star) — The Jordan The association is in .l 
E ngineers Association has ad- process of requestlno mm!L • 
vised Jordanian students not to lo absorb some of the 
study engineering. Ad-Dustour ^uales, and is offerino 
newspaper reports. The paper part of their salaries Thereof-* 

this week niinInH an tntal 1*1 £nn . . '‘"re SX^I 


this week quoted an association 
official as saying that the profes- 
sion was already overcrowded, 
and he expects unemployment 
^thin the ranks of engineers to 
increase during this summer 
when new graduates will arrive 
totalling some 2.500-3,000 


Commenting on the general 
medical examination for doctors, 
which was discussed at this 
year's meeting. Dr. Khrais said 
the examinations are conducted 
to test the ability of newly quali- 
fied doctors. 




New ••• TriStar Service 


Vienna 


Chicago 


VlENiV, 


New York 


Los Angeles 


Amman 


Now you con trovcl direct from Amman on Alia*, twice-weeldy TriStar icrvlce to Chicago and 
Los Aiq^Ie,. Como ... enjoy the eaiicit, most convenient iUght Out of Amman to the «— 

and West conetdrAmorlc. ami «n|wrience our Arabic h..|ritaHty and warm ee,vl,. «w^ ^,,,,,. 

ottr Intiemot'kiMl fWgFfcf 

Fly Alia, wo wOI take yon to imr. Am«dc»,^^^C^^^ thao «>y ither Airline from ^ 
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on total of 12.600 JoVdanian cd* 

cr Fickle students 
™ may lose their 
,, scholarships 

s. 

lis AMMAN — • The Ministry of Edu- 
.id cation is considering suspending 
ed Its assistance to students on 
li. scholarships at (he University of 
Jordan and Yarmouk University 
_ who have switched from (heir 
_ original course subject of study 
as approved by the ministry, the 
local press reported this week. 

' If this measure is approved, it 
will affect some 300-400 
students, the reports said. The 
ministry is conducting a general 
survey of all schools in Jordan by 
distributing a questionnaire on 
teaching methods and curricula. 
The curriculum will be adjusted 
if necessary, according to the re- 
sults of the survey. 

Meanwhile, another general 
investigation is studying school 
buildings, to determine their fit- 
ness and capacity to accommod- 
ate students. An extensive study 
by the ministry and (he Jordao 
Valley Authority envisages re- 
placing the present, mostly 
rented school buildings in Ibe 
Jordan Valley. 

Ad Dustour newspaper re* 
ported (hat Minister of Educa- 
tion Hikmat At-Saket has formed 
specialised committees to study 
all students' problems, together 
with administrative and organi- 
zational issues. 

Industry firm 
must retain 
Jordanians 

By Sawsan MnsaUgm 
Special to The Star 
AMMAN — A dispute over the 
dismissal of local w>rkers tw s 
joint Jordanian-South Korean J* 
duslrial company has led to the 
, formation of a grievan<» cooi* 

• mittee' to' investigate the nfm* 
labour policy. 

Khqled Shraim, head of the 
mining workers’ association, 
told The Star that after a meeUM 
to consider the dispute i»‘ 
Thursday, the- Mlnistry of 
our had not endorsed the saciin? 
•of seven Jordanians- and 
Egyptians by the industnal fifi" 
Pac. 

Pac is a Jordanian-regisiJ''jJ 
company 49 per cent owco w 
Mr Hang Pac- An and 5 1 Pff 
by Mr- As'.ad Shukrj. ft i* cur- 
. . fently workinjg on the pfoduction 
of iron for AI- Hussein Iron 
tories. 

• Mn Shraim said that a[[J] 
Thursday's meeting a comwitL 
haid been formed of himself. 
Hani AI- Ajiouni from the Ubjif 
Ministry. ! and Mohammad 

'■ ‘Hiyarl from the comity * ... 
committee .in to examine ^ 
ojperations and attempt to 
foreign (South Korean) w 
; with Jordanians where if 
. nicaily possit^e. . .. 

The notice given to the dlsmjj; 
'sed workieirs is also, to-, ^ 

tended iiatll suitable jote cap _ 

found for thOm: , The 

• wiU:t)nve to return. the 
ir tials and work and resldenw P® ^ 
.mils- of the dismissed 
.workers !upon their, depariuf*- . 


Moran discusses possible military sales 


joreJan 


Jordan has ‘ privileged position’ for Spain 


SPANISH Foreign Minister Fernando Moran left 
Jordan last Friday after a four- day visit during 
yvblch he met His Majesty King Hussein and top 
Jordanian officials including Prime Minister Ah- 
mad ‘Obeidat and Foreign Minister Taher Masri. 
He also chaired a meeting of Spanish ambassadors 
to 10 Middle Eastern countries. 

In an interview with Khaled Nuseibeh of The 
Star, Mr. Moran described the development In 
Spanish-Jordanian relations, including discuss- 
ions of the possibility of Spanish armaments sales 
to Jordan. Spain still has no plan to establish di- 
plomatic relations with Israel, he said, adding 
that any such move ‘must be done by a judgment 
whether It suits Spanish Interests, or in what way 
is It compatible with the causes of Palestinian* 
rights...’ 

The full text of the interview follows. 


CsD you comment on the state 
of Jordanian-Spanlsh rela- 
tions in view of Premier- Gon- 
zalez's recent visit as well as 
your own? 

Answer; Well, Jordanian- 
Spanish relations have always 
been very good. Now. we can 
consider them excellent not only 
because of the deep friendship 
between the two .kings— King 
Hussein and King Juan Carlos — 
tut because there is a deep affec- 
tion in Spain for the Jordanian 
people. As a matter of fact there 
IS in Spain a very strong inclina- 
tion to the Arab causes, but 
among the Arabs, Jordanians 
nave a privileged position. So the 
relations must be Improved, and 
we have lo explore new means lo 
strengthen economic and cultu- 
ral relations. 

Q: ^at are the ntqjor tangible 
results of your visit? 

A Weil, the tangible result is a 
better understanding of the area 
Ll ^ . Palestinian problem, and 
(0 try to explore and increase co- 
^ration In the field of military 
wapons and hardware. And to 
Jhe participation of Spa- 
®f®heolo8ists in some explo- 
rations in Jerash, In Jordan. 

Q- Can vott give us specifics In 
terms of the area of military 
M-operatlon? Did anything crys- 

L** course of (he dis- 

CDSSlODS? 


n fy wneiner i 

^oun 

Dol c?Jl .^“5 government’s principle 

SH^n®f speclfijcally, does national 
establishment course, it 
state beaded by judgment 


A. Spain has backed and sub- 
scribed lo ( UN Security Council) 
resolutions 242 and 338. Be- 
sides that wc consider that the 
Palestinians have a right lo esta- 
blish themselves in the territo- 
ries from which they originally 
enme. And at the same lime to 
develop their- separate govern- 
ment there. 

Q. Spain has persisted in resist- 
ing opening diplomatic relations 
with Israel, and Is In this sense 
alone among (he West European 
countries. Will there be a change 
In this policy in the near future? 

A. I don't think we can say that 
this is a hotly debated issue on 
the Spanish scene. It is an issue 
that is discussed. It is considered 
by many factions and many sec- 
tors of opinion on the. political 
spectrum. But 1 wouldn't say it is 
a central issue in Spanish poliiics 

As n maltcr of fact Spain has 
the right lo establish relations 
with any other country, because 
it is u sovereign country... But 
Spain has no plans to establish 
relations and nt the same time 
wc lake into consideration how 
such a step will favour or not 
favour the cause of peace in the 
Middle East, and the rights of 
the Palestinian people and the 
Arab causes. So nothing will be 
done that will hurt our Arab 
friends. 

Q. Compared to three or four 
years ago do you think there Is a 
closer movement towards esta- 
blishing diplomatic ties? . 

A. it is anotheir question 
whether there is a movement. 
Any country is guided by the 
principle of universal relations 
with any country In the inter- 
national community. But of 
course, it must be done by a 
Judgment vyhether it suits Spa- 
nish interests, or in what way is 



Spanish Foreign Minister Fernando Moran (second from left) meets Comiiiandcr-tn-Chlcf of (he 
^rmed Forces Lt. Gen. Shartf Zald Ibn Shaker during his visll to Jordan. One of (he items on Mr 
Moran s agenda was the possible sale of Spanish training planes to Jordan ( Petra photo) 


it compatible with the causes of 
Palestinian rights; and to favour 
friendship with the Arabs. - 

Q. To move to a related area, I 
would like to ask If Spain Is 
planning to Increase Its role la 
European-sponsored Initiatives 
in terms of peacemaking In the 
Middle East? And do you favour 
European Initiatives versus the 
Camp David approach or proc- 
ess? 


Q. You met with Minister of In- 
formation Lalla Shnrnf, It was 
reported . -that you discussed 
strengthening co-operation in 
the media field-producing do- 
cumentary films on the Middle 
East and'showlng them in Spain. 
What practical steps will be 
taken In this dtrectlon In life 
near future? 


ess? A. Practical steps must be taken 

A. Camp David has its own dyna- authorities, that is 

mlc. I don't know whether it is a T 

siir*Cf>«s or noL Rut anvwav. F.ii- COUfSe With Mrs. Shuraf, WC 


success or not. But anyway, Eu- , , .-i--.-;-.— - - 

rope must take the initiatives. It explored this i^a if it is con- 
look one at Venice. It was not • to make some aspects of 

enough. II must take other ones reality known in 

in order to strengthen their perhaps in other Eu- 

interesls and activities in the not only so- 

.East.' Becartse here I, ° cultural, hut 

lero is a deadlock situa- -®i®o how the Jordanian people at 

H narhanc um pan Hn present jlve. 


Middle .East.' Becartse here I, cultural, put 

think there is a deadlock situa- Jordanian people at 

tion and perhaps can do P^osoP.t Pve. 
something lo resolve it. And perhaps it will be of Inter- 

In order lo do something toge- esl for Jordanians to know more 
tiler — the Europeans — we about Spain. Perhaps we will 
must have some ideas, or a 

framework to do it. Spain is ■ — ■■ ■■■■■ 

very able to provide ideas, as it i-n- 

has some experience related to 

this part of the world. • • , 


present an Arabic programme on 
Spanish television. There aic 
mnny. many programmes ihai 
can be pursued. 

Q. Coming from a society that 
has an affinity with Arab- 
Islamic culture due lo the his- 
torical ties between (he Arab and 
Spanisli nations, what arc your 
^presslons of Jordan as an Arab 
Oriental Society? 

A. I have been in Jordan ilircc 
times, 1972, 1976 and the 

present vi.sii. I noticed a lot of 
changes for the better. I noted 
ror.exomple, that Amman has 
grown very much and buildings 
under construction abound. At 
the same lime wc know the his- 
tory of Jordan and how the two 
main elements of Hie population 
hove reached intcgralimi. I 
would say this society is much 
more integrated than when I firsl 
came in 1972. This, I think, is 
very positive. 


Q. How have Spanisb-Arab rela- 
tions changed since the death of 
General Franco? 

A. I think they have improved. 
They improved very much in 
North Africa and they have im- 
proved very much through the 
recent visit of Mr. Gonzalez to 
Saudi Arabia as well as Jordan. 
'The relations are improving'con- 
stantly. 



Symposium calls for improved 
l^^ndicap diagnosis and training 


: By Sawsan Musallam 

Special to The Star 

i effective ineans 

NrsiiSy qualified 

handicapped, has been 

. 5 SytaUAiBinn* i . 


fqilir days, was 
thb MliUstry of Social Deve- 
JordM Social Wel- 
'' ^'Prfiyi 9 ilS«^ '* The participants called for. 


Carricula for the bandl- 
tp Identify tbeD Skills 




theiiL iHiey «ld atteatipn 
ptnCpa^onaL trafaUg to en- 


able the handicapped to achieve psychological, 
social and eeonoi^c satisfaction. 

Spcakiil^at the 'symp08lDni,'the president of 

a fkWF, Princess Basma, expressed optimism on 
e fnlure of handicapped institutions in Jor- 
dao. She hoped that isincs discussed at the sym- 
posinm wonld be followed up, adding that she 
wonld like to hafje another meetlng wlthin (wo 
' months to see what haa been achieved. 

. The sympodom alsD discussed papers submlf- 
ted by Ksearohers land expetts ,|n. si||ec|a|lrt 
training and. re^abilllatlon. Representattiva 
from the Ministry of Edpeatlon, Ministry M 
Hesithf charitable organlzatioas, the Univerrity 
Df JordsOa and heads ^handicapped aid In^Uu^ 
.tipns topk'parU [ 




The Vief^ Promise, 

Vichy Skin Care products are scientifically 
developed and systematically tested Jor safety 
high toleranceand effectiveness. 

Research and development, the choice of 
in^dients and the finished product are ' 

. st^rvisedl^metk^closetotkosewhichexist . 
inthepharmaceuticahndusiry' 

Because of our strict adherence to these 
pharmaceutical standards, Vidty Skin Care 
products are available only 
through chemists. 

EqtdolkjhntVicky : 

One creamfor every skin’s needs. 


S3 VICHY SklN CAR£ 


Mimir Sakh^lstt Ctt, Or«mp 
telciiMpe «C321 6 ( 7 fMlf 
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All Al-Ilikmu cmpinycc ovitsfck (|ualHy of cupsiiles manufactured 
a( llii' ^Vadl Sccr plant 

Local pharmaceutical firm 
starts making injectables 


Text and plctiircs 
hy Joyce Niles 
Special to TUc Sur 

AMMAN — Tlu.' tociil Al-Hikma 
Phartmiu’ciilical Maiiuruciui'ing 
Company will soon sun produc- 
tion and marKcliiig of injcciublt: 
medications in the form of nm- 
poiilcs and vials. I hey will also 
be pulling un anli- ulcer prtnluct 
on the markui in April. 

In an interview with The Star 
Samih Darwa^alu Oenerul Dircc< 
tor of Al-Hikma. said iliuy would 
produce 200.000 ampoules and 
vials in the first year, raising 
this Figure lo 400.000 in the 
second year. 

Their nnli-ulccr medications 
will be first Introduced lo (he 
Jordanian market, and will siib> 
sequenily be distributed to other 
areas. 


Al-Ilikmu is registered in all 
Arab countries und currently the 
firm is looking for .sulcs and 
inui'kcling personnel to work for 
them in Saudi .Ariihia. The com- 
pany's distribution lurrilory in- 
cludes Syria, the Gulf countries. 
Noi ili and East Africa. The coxn- 
Csiiiy was csliiblishod in 1980 
and at chnl time signed a licens- 
ing agreement with the leading 
Japanese firm Fujisawa for tech- 
nical assi.stnnce and quality con- 
trol supervision for oral and in- 
jectable medications. 

To dale Fujisawa has super- 
vised the manufacture of oral 
products for three years, testing 
samples from each batch in (heir 
own laboratories before (he me- 
diciiie.s went out on the market. 

Al-Hikma now does its own 
quality control on oral producls. 
relying on compiUur systems 


Herman Smith 
prepares Irbid 
hospital plan 


A.MMAN (Star) — The .Mus- 
ter She Plan for the plauiied 
King Abdullah Medical Centre 
In irbid ttlll be submitted to 
the Ministry of Health uKhin 
the next few weeks by Herman 
Smith Associates Inter- 
national. 

The centre will house a ma- 
jor educational facility fur 
nurses and paramedics^ as in- 
cluded In the fourth educa- 
tional plan, sponsored by UN 
agencies and funded by the 
World Bank. The land has 
been acquired by tbe ministry 
and the planning and design 
of the hospital will be accom- 
plished this year. Construc- 
tion will begin at the begin- 
ning of 1985. 

The medical centre will con- 
tain complete hospital facili- 
ties, laboratories and radi- 
ology departments, In addi- 
tion to (he medical workers* 
school. 

'I'he American firm Herman 
Smith Associates combined 
with the Middle East company 
Yaghnam Associates 10 years 
ago to form Herman Smith 
Associates International. 

arc (he only hospital 
consulfantsy hospital man- 
agement firm that has a per- 
manent office here in Jor- 
dan,*' said spokesman Mr. 
Michael Moga. 

Herman Smith has offices 
In Jeddah, Beirut and Am- 
man. They are currently 
working on a numher of 
projects rvlth the Health Min- 
istry, Royal Medical Services 
and several private corpora- 
tions. 
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REDUCTION 

IN MEMBERSHIP FEES 

The management of "Amman Crown Hotel" announces Its declelon to reduce the 
membership fees for the "Sports Complex" of the hotel project effective from 1/4/19B4 
as under 


1- Subsorlptlon fee 

(per family - non-reourvent) 

2- Yearly membership fee 
(Each of the parents) 

3- Yearly rnemberahlp fee 
(eaoh Qhlld) 


Previous Fee 

JD 

JD 


PresentFee 
JDSO.— 
JD25.— 
J0 1& — 


# MEMBERSHIPS TO FAMILIES ^ 

- NO' BACHELORS ALLOWED 

The management of the project has deotded to restrict memberehips to FAMILIES 
ONLY and not to allow bac ha lore Into the Sports Complex unless they are guesisof the 
members. • • . 

ACCEPTING NEW MEMBERSHIPS 

The manaoement of the pro|eol decided to.eocept 260 new faitdly membatahipa to leplaee oraVloua 
expairlale members who moved out of tt]h country. 

< . Swimming pools - Tennis (k)urts 

Squash courts - Children jliaygrounde. ... 

Re'etaurentB - gardens 


FOR ENQUiRlES pis. pall 


tJit 





gains lost 


Mamdouh El-Ghaly 

TIIU H.-\M)LINGt Mitiiine ilc^crcHscd greatly ibis week uluag 
vviih the dcinuRd for shores. Shares of oalv 56 companies 
were huiitllcJ. while big deals remained coiinncd lo the banks 
.sector. It appears that ihc Ccniral Bank'.s dcci.sion lo require 
bunks to deal in shares ha.s failed to hike up prices and 
movemem in the market. .All the increases of a few weeks 
ago have been depleted hy ihc decreases during Ihc Iasi two 
weeks. 

A total of 1190.000 shares were handled this week hi a mar- 
ket value of Jf> 765.000 divided among 1.220 coniiacis: a 
decrease of 48.2 per ccni compared to Iasi wt^ck. The daily 
handling average came lo JD .750.000. with a deviation of 
.72.6 per cent from this average. 

Price declines outnumbered increases 4.7-9. with the slock 
price of .-\rab Chemical Detcrgenis closing al JD .7.800, up 
from JD .7.610. Losses included .Arab luvcxtmcnt and Inter- 
national Trade, closing at JD 1.090 doivn from JD 1.290: 
Jordan Securities Curporaiion ai JD I..7S0 down from Jl) 
1.490: National Financial Invesimcms at JD 1.020 down 
from JD 1.120: National Steel Company at il) 1.610 down 
from JD 1.760. and Arab Iniernationar Hotels al JD 0.560 
down from JD 0. 6 1 0. 

Four companies had no change in their share prices. The 
Star price index al closing lime came lo 296. 4*. a decrease ^ 
9.6 points or J.2 per ceni.ln the ovcr-lhe-coinucr market 
more than 2 1 0.000 shares were handled at a market value of 
JD 180.000. 

Trading in the regular market was distributed among the 
sectors according lo the following percentages: 


Sector 


Market 

share 


Last week's 
share 


Banks 

75.4% 

79.8% 

Industry 

17% 

13.7% 

Services 

6.8% 

5% 

Insurance 

.8% 

1.5% 

Prominent firms whose shares were trailed, by sector; 

Banks (out of 17 traded) 

Share of 

Share of 


sector 

market 

Islamic 

54.2% 

40.9% 

Jordan Finance House 

)4.9% 

n.2% 

Cairo Amman 

n.i% 

1.4% 

Investment Bank 

3.2% 

2.4% 

Industrials (out of 26 traded) 


Paper and Cardboard 

16.1% 

2.7% 

Intermediaie 



Petrochemicals 

11% 

1.9% 

Arab Chemical Detergents 8.996 

1.5% 

Arab Alununium Industry 8% 

1,4% 

Services (oat of sevea traded) 


Arab Investment 



and International 

70.3% 

4.8% 

Trade 



Jordan Electric Power 

20% 

1.4% 


lasanacc (oat of 6 traded) 
Jordah-Gulf Insurance 48.3% 


The weekly record 



TEL: 771256 - 778468: - 778^81 - 778183 
T.V. & BrpacfcastlnE Road • Amman 


A. Cbafiaries siwviUc me iMreaae la stock prices 
8. Cappanlcs with n'frira dcerc^se ^ j. 

C..l]he: napM ^ . 


The risk money business: 


The Middle East is 


just waking up to a 


huge saving deposit 


By Robert Pouliot 
star Economy Analyst 
IhSURANCE IS the least under- 
stood and regulated financial 
market in the Middle East. 

And yel today, U turns out 
more lendable cash in a year 
than the actual growth of term 
and saving deposits recorded by 
all Saudi commercial banks in a 
year. 

Fm' Insurance premiums, 
(hose monthly, quarterly or 
yearly f^yments made to protect 
your family against a sudden 
death, a contractor against con 
Uruction failure, a car owner 
against the sudden loss of his ve- 
hkie or a shipping company 
against the wreckage of ita vess- 
els are all equivalent to time and 
saving deposits put in a bank. 


And such deposits, sometimes 
also known as certificates of de- 
posits (specially at non-bank in- 
stitutions), are really the back- 
bone of a sound recycling finan- 
cial system. Whereas current ac- 
counts or demand deposits can 
be withdrawn at any time and 
force any bank to keep hefty li- 
quidities to make sure that depo- 
sitors' requirements can be met 
al all time, saving and term de- 
posits are fixed or frozen for 
3.6,12 months or sometimes up 
to five years and are more easily 
lendable funds. Thus, they can 
be recycled into medium lo long 
term loans as In motgages lo fin- 
ance housing, plant construction 
or office building. 

Well, (hat is what insurance is 
really all about; Mobilizing re- 
sources Into medium lo long 
term loans which are so scarce in 
the Middle East the same way as 
one s^ aside payments each 
month for the retirement period. 

Il is estimated that total gross 
premiums under all categories of 
plans lest yeor in the 
Middle East reached somewhere 
between $3.5 to 4 billion. 


That is more than all tbe term 
»vings collected by all banks and 
pvernmenl financial institu- 
uoM in Jordan after years of ef- 
forts until tbe end of 1983. 


compensations or 
nift p insurers must pay 

?n.. ‘brasses suffered by the 
be de- 

hBuf- lot®*- But the 

is a dazzling 

!nrf « « * 0 year period 

tLp P®** ®enl yield on 

couiS > ®oeh premiums 


coimS« poor foreign exchange 
Soufh vf ®* Sudan, 

mallJ MaurlUnia or So- 
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the market, followed until 
recently by Iraq which has been 
bypassed by Kuwait, Algeria, 
Morocco. Jordan and the United 
Arab Emirates. 


With such 11 concentration 
around the Gulf. Bahrain has be- 
come a sort of regional centre 
where tbe first truly Arab insu- 
rance service was established by 
local taxi drivers in 1954 to 
meet the government requireme- 
nt of compulsory insurance. ’To- 
day, the island is flooded with 
offshore insurers with US, UK. 
French, Italian and Arab part- 
ners. 


Bahrain is where the super 
Arab insurance group set foot in 
1980, sharing the seme head- 
quarter building with the Arab 
Banking Corporation with which 
it entertains close lies. In 1981, 
the island witnessed tbe first 
general assembly of the Arab war 
rlak Insurance Syndicate (now 
based in Baghdad) followed a 
year later by the biannual confer- 
ence of the General Federation 
of Arab Insurance Companies. 


In terms of sectors, the oil and 
gas industry comes first for 
gross premiums. However, in- 
dustrial and civil engineering 
project activities have generated 
the strongest growth in the 
1978-83 period with damage in- 
surance, third party risks and 
workmen's compensation sche- 
mes, as well as the insuring of 
performonce and demand bonds. 
Transportation, namely airline 
and tanker fleets, enme third. 


Not surprisingly, many regio- 
nal Insurance companies are ass- 
ociated with banks. Riyadh Bank 
of Saudi Arabia has a 1 0 per cent 
equity position in Al- Alamiya In- 
surance Co. Petra Bank in Jor- 
dan is associated with Arab Life 
and Accident Insurance Co. 
While the Arab B|pk group has 
close links with Ihe Arab Reinsu- 
rance Co. and holds 36.67 per 
cent of AraNa Insurance Co. of 
Beirut. 


On the other hand, small risk 
coverage for individuals is only 
starting to pick up in the areas of 
life, motor insurance, property 
protection and pension funds. 
Bui motor insurance for example 
is potentially a very large busi- 
ness sector, liable to develop 
much faster in the years ahead 
following a frantic boom in car 
sales over the last 1 0 years. 



The desire lo stem ihe flow of 
insurance and reinsurance busi- 
ness out of the Middle East trig- 
gered the creation in 1964 of the 
General Arab Insurance Federa- 
tion (GAIF). Egypt, Iraq, AJ- 
geria, Morocco, Kuwait and Su- 
dan established their own reinsu- 
rance companies. Fire reinsu- 
rance pools were created cov- 
ering aviation, engineering, fire 
marine cargo and marine hull in- 
surance. ^ch pool was run by a 
member company of GAIF in a 
different Arab stale. 


Algeria is an important insu- 
rance market in spile of being 
nationalised and both Britain and 
French brokers play a part in 
placing reinsurance business 
outside the country. Libya is also 
a closed market and all contrac- 
tors operating inside the country 
place their insurances locally but 
the size of the business is inevit- 
ably such that reinsurance must 
play a dominant part. The Li^an 
and AJgerian slate insurance 
companies jointly set up and run 
the Mediterranean Reinsurance. 


In Morocco, all brokers and 
agencies must be locally con- 
trolled and registered with the 
Ministry of Finance. Tunisia is 
modelled on the French system 
and French brokers end compa- 
nies have close ties with the lo- 
cal industry. Insurance in Egypt 
is a sophisticated industry but Us 
growth in money terms has not 
kept pace with other countries 
and Egypt now ranks well down 
the list in terms of premiums 
generated, reflecting the lack of 
big industries and the relatively 
low level of income per head. 


Sudan has a mixture of state 
and private companies and is re- 
garded as an attractive market to 
develop, although the total size 
Is currently still small. 


The regulation and structure of 
the insurance industry in differ- 
eni Arab states varies enor- 
mously between, for instance. 
Syria, where there is strict gov- 
ernment control, and the UAE 
which is about to implement a 
whole new set of laws and regu- 
lations after years and years of 
free for all, 


Life' Insurance , another* 
potentially large sector in the 
80s and 90s. was so far res- 
tricted to expatriates and was the 
least sold of insurance products. 
This explains why American Life 
Blill dominates this segment of 
the industry throughout tbe Eas- 
tern area of the Arab world. 
’Throughout the Middle Esst, the 
middle class remains relatively 
small in numbers and tax struc- 
tures hardly encourage life insu- 
rance as a form of saving In (he 
way they' do In Europe or in 
North America. . 


Kuwait has a much more con- 
trolled market with the number 
of insurance companies limited 
since 1962. Kuwait has in fact 
the reputation of being the most 
sophisticated as far as insurance 
is concerned In the Gulf area. 


The Saudi insurance market is 
considered to be the biggest in 
the Middle East, offering a wide 
range of opportunities to inter- 
national insurers which are feel- 
ing the effects of over-capacity 
in world markets. 


That is where governments 
should start looking. By making 
life insurance premiums deduct- 
ible from taxaMe income (up to a 
maximum ceiling), ;lhey would 
not only enedurage more saving 
and slow down traditional hoard- 
ins haMts but' would also stimu- 
late the growth of medluni to 
long term capita) pools so,essen- 
jihl for development purposes. 


Current premium , income 
range between $1.5 to 2 billion 
and there Is scope for this figure 
to grow as infrastructural 
projects subside and more ma- 
ture financial markets emerge 
such as pension funds, protec- 
tion plans for entrepreneurs, 
this displacing more traditional 
iniivstinent .oppoi*tunUieB such as: 
real estate. As more Saudis take 
out insurance for their homes, 
cars (only a third of vehicles are 
Insured) and business assets,; the 
highly utitegulated markets are 
improving service and profeshio- 
'nidism.;;. : ' 


TENDERS 

( 14 , 15 , 16 , 17 / 84 ) 

Government Tendering 
Directorate 

Announcement of school 
building projects 
Fifth Education Project. 

Prequalified local and international 
contractors for the Fifth Educational 
Project are Invited to purchase tender 
documents from Projects Directorate/ 
IVlinistry of Education starting April 
7, 1984 with the following condi- 
tions: - 

1 . The Fifth Education Project is par- 
tially financed by the World Bank for 
Envelopment and Reconstruction 
and the Saudi Fund for Develop- 
ment. 

2. The Fifth Education Project cons- 
ists of (18) schools and is divided 
into five groups. This announcement 
is for the second group. 

3. Last date for purchase of contract 
documents is May 9, 1984. 

4. Last date for submitting tenders is 
11 a.m. May 27, 19 84, at the Gov- 
ernment Tenders Directorate. 

5. Contractors may submit proposals 
for one school project or more, on 
condition that each proposal be sub- 
mitted in a separate envelope. 

6. Contractors should submit the foll- 
owing in their proposals: 

a. Technical proposal in a separate 
envelope containing work pro- 
gramme and present work load 
stating commitment and percent- 
age of completion in each project. 

b. Priced bill of quantities which 
shall be filled in words as well as 
in figures for the unit prices col- 
umn and must also submit a break 
down of the prices of major items. 

7. Tenders announced: - 

No. 14/84 Ajloun Vocational 
School/ Girls : 47 00 m2 
No. 15/84 Ramtha Vocational 
School/Girls 4700m2 
No. 16/84 Husun Vocational 
School/Girls : 4730m2 
No. 17/84 Jerash Vocational 
School/Boys : 8500 m 2 

8. Prices of tender documents and bid 


bonds are as folio ws:- 

Price of Bid Bid Bond 
Documents (JD) (JD) 

No. 14/84 125 15000 

No. 15/84 125 15000 

No.= 16/84 125 15000 

No: J 7/84 150 25000 


Chairtaan, Central Tendering 
Committee 

IHrector, €k>vt.- Tenders Directorate. 
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Trocon bids low for Wadi Saqra 

• LOCAL FIRMS submitted the tne lowest bids la the long- 
awaited lender opening for the Amman Development Corpora- 
tion's (ADC's) King Abdullah (Wadi Saqra) Complex on 
Monday* Out of nine firms bidding for the full package of 
Phase I and II and additional works for each of the phase, 
Trans-Orient Engineering and Contracting Company (Trocon) 
was lowest with a total offer of JO 15*037 million, followed 
by International Contracting and faveslment Company 
(ICICO) with JD Id, 624 million. Third lowest bidder was 
Italy's Feal, whose bids for' the various elements of the 
project totalled JD 17. 175 million. 

Bids for some parts of the project varied widely, while some 
prequaliflcd firms submitted offers for only selected el- 
ements. Varying financial proposals were also received, In- 
cluding sonic export financing offers and phosphate rock bar- 
ter payment possibilities. 

Other local firms bidding for all elements of the prq|ccl In- 
cluded Daoiid and Brothers total bid JD 1 9 . 9 0 6 miriion; Ziad 
Salah Establishment (in Joint venture with WTG), JD 21.924 
million; Nntlonal Engineering and Contracting Company, JD 
22.384 million, and Masaniint Engineering and Contracting 
Company JD 24.007 million. Lebanese Contracting Com- 
pany, (Sollco) iVBs fifth lowest bidder at JD 20.7 million, 
and Austria's Porr consortium .seventh lowest at JD 21.960 
million. 

The local Construction Company for Contracts and Building 
submitted offers only for Phase I (JD 6.728 million) and Its 
additional works (JD 794,734). France's SGE participated 
in the tenders for Phase 1 (JD 7.270 million) and Phase 11 
(JD 5.780 million) but passed up the additional works con- 
tracts In both phases. Paris-based construction firm Sogex, 
although prequalified, declined to bid for any of tho con- 
tracts. 

Wide variation was seen mainly In the additional works con- 
tract forPIiascIl, with offers ranging from JD 1.551 million 
(Trocon) to JD 6.625 million (IMasannat). 

The commercial complex project was originally tendered in 
early 1983, but ADC found that the cost was higher than ex- 
pected at (hat time the low bid was from SGE at JD 19 
ndllion. The project was scaled down and split into the tm 
phases but ADC seems to have been unable, so far, to get (he 
cost down around JD 12 minion, which is Its reported goal. 

Detergents contract signed 

a THE ^AB Chemical Detergents Company is to provide 
Iraq wth 5,000 tonnes of detergent under a contract signed 
by Director (^ncral Mr. Jamil Mouasfaer In Baghdad this 
week. This is the company's second contract with Iraq and It 
is now due to supply a total of 9, 000 tonnes at a value of $9 
million. 


New opportunities 


• SEWERAGE PIPES: The Water Authority is Inviting bids 
for sewerage Installations In five lots at Jerash, and several 
loca Ions in the Amman area. Details JD SO for each lot. 
available from the Water Authority. Closing date 21 April. 

e PI^IFICATION PLANT for industrial waste water- at Sa- 
tob Indnstrtal zone: Design, construction and installation. 
Details availj^le from Karim Bawab and Co. Shmelsani nnon 
payment of JD 20. aoslng date 5 May. 

e MERC^RV LIGHTING units and bulbs (400 watt); Details 
pliable from Amman Municipality upon payment of JD20. 
Closing date 23 April. 




Dutch industrialist aims at 
protecting European markets 
from Japanese products 


By Lindsay Vincent 

EINDHOVEN (ONS) — In his 
baggy suit and steel- rimmed 
glasses, the diminutive Dr Wisse 
Dekker is not readily identifiable 
as one of the world's most pow- 
erful industrialists. But as chair- 
man and president of Philips he 
is of necessity Dutch and they 
are not a people noted for flam- 
boyance. 

If this week he has been a'little 
on edge, it is a reriection of the 
heavy workload he has to bear. 
The multi-national Philips has 
assumed control of the (krman 
electrical group Grundig after a 
deal achieved by Dekker in what 
was one of Europe's best busi- 
ness thrillers in years. 

It represents a major step in a 
plan to withstand the Japanese 
onslaught on Europe. The Grun- 


dig acquisition brings increased 
market share and economies of 
scale. 

In the 59-year-old Dekker, 
Philips is reckoned to have its 
most effective boss for decades. 
Tough and bluff, he is only the 
second non- family president that 
Philips has had during nearly a 
century of existence. He has 
been with the company all his 
working life, since 1948, and 
rose to (he top Job in 1 982. 

Philips has for years been 
noted as a paternalistic em- 
ployer, reluctant to make anyone 
jobless. Management attitudes to 
shareholders, it was said, took 
second place to the interests of 
the people who worked (here. 

Dekker, too, dislikes unem- 
ployment. but he says "solutions 
must never be sought in measur- 
es that would affect Industrial 
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An American campaign against foreign products: Will Europe do 
the same? 

W— 

Cathay Pacific to introduce 
first ever non- stop service 
from H ong Kong to London 


HONG KONG (Star) — Follow- 
ing the successful non-stop ser- 
vice from London to Hong Kong 
introduced in July last year, 
Cathay Pacific Airways will oper- 
ate the first ever non-stop flight 
in the opposite direction — 
( Hong Kong to London) from S 
May this year. 

In making this announcement, 
Mr Peter Sutch. Cathay Pacific’s 
managing director, commented 
that this Is a historic step (for- 
ward in the development of air 
serviced between the two cities, 
which Cathay Pacific com- 
menced with three flights weekly 
in July 1980 and moved up to a 
daily service In July 1981. At 
present, the airline offers eight 
B747 flights per week between 
Hong Kong and London, with the 
one non-stop flight from London 


to Hong Kong every Saturday 
evening. 

The new non-slop flight will 
slart from 5 May and then oper- 
ate every Saturday until the end 
of October. 

According to Mr Sutch, the 
new non-stop flight to London is 
rnade possible by the special de- 
si^gn of the Rolls-Royce engines, 
pese powrful engines, the new 
“‘ehefficierit Rolls-Royce 
RB2I I-524D model, allow the 
aircraft to fly a greater range and 
burn less fuel. This factor, toge- 
ther with the relaxed winds in 
the summer season,- means that 
2.5 hours can be taken off the 
normal elapsed time, making the 
Saturday morning (light the fast- 
est way to London. 
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competitiveness. That woLld 
equivalent to chopping the tret 
down at the root." When he he- 
came boss the company em. 
ployed 370,000 people US- 

lo’?43"ooo*^ 

The fact is that Dekker had in- 
hented something of a hcadleis 
chicken with gross duplicationlQ 
the company's components. At 
one stage it was discovered lobe 
making nearly 300 different 
models' of black and white televi- 
sion sets. 

"We had loo many facto- 
ries," says Dekker. "My prior- 
ity was to restore the profitabii- 
ity of the company. We had totk 
down with the managers of all 
the national organisations, who 
have autonomy and must be an 
integral part of the economy of 
the countries in which theyi^ier- 
ete. It was a damn difncultplan 
to work out." 

The surgery has worked, with 
198.7 profit after lax rising by 
49 per cent. 

The one thing the company has 
not cut back is its research, 
where expenditure last year top- 
ped ill! astonishing St. 200 mill- 
ion — equivalent of 7.2 per cent 
of sales. 

But the task remains (o turn 
(hat research into reward and 
not be overtaken in things such 
as (he video cassette recorder, 
which Philips acluatiy invented. 

Dekker. who spent many years 
in the cast before ending up in 
charge of the whole Far East re- 
gion from Tokyo, has for nearly 
(wo years publicly urged measur- 
e,s to protect (he European mar-: 
ket from the Japanese. He has 
lobbied hard for Import tariffs to 
be increased. He believes that 
Europe should temporarily shut 
out imports from Japan to allow 
EEC companies to catch up and 
figin x)n equal terms. 

* ' We need a homogeneous 
market here like they have in tte 
US and Japan. And if w don I 
create one here we'll be de- 
graded to a second ranking >n' 
dusirial entity," he said. 

Dekker is a member of the I"’ 
formal group of influential bu- 
sinessmen known as the Round 
Table of European IndusirlalraU 
whose UK founder members l^ 
eluded the National Coal Board s 
Ian Mac^egor. They have thrrt 
visions — a European ventU" 
capital fund, a technology fu"®- 
and a radical transport scheme 
which, amongst other 
would link Scandinavia and Bri- 
tain to the Continent Iv bridges. 

For such a committed ^ 
ropean therefore there 
understandable beniusenwnu 

surprise and even anger frw 
the French government at 
— at Philips’ decision last year 
to link with the very American 
nrm of AT&T lo market their so- 
phisticated telephone systems m 
Europe. 

It was seen by rival Europeej 
telecommunication groups w * 
"fifth column" that would shui 
out European nianufa^rer 
from the huge market but DeK*® 
is unrepentant on (he ground 
that the Americans have the 
ential:digltal technology and I'm’ 
•Ups had.tio rcpl European optiv^V , 

: ''Teclinblbgical , 

meats are succeeding each oin 
so rapidly that a rigid orgemse 
tjon IS doomed, to defeat 
-vance,'’, he; Warps. His WJJj 
may be iii Eui^pe, but W.* - 

ebyers' the .world- , • 


‘Arab- Israeli conflict, 
Iraq-Iran war threaten 

world peace,, security’ 


middle east 


By Carrie Nelle Thompson 
Siar Geneva Correspondent 


-A paper presented to the 

7lst session of the Inter- Parluimenlary 
Union (1PU) now meeting here has said 
the a>nlinuation of the Arab-lsraeli con- 
flict and the Iraq-Iran war threaten inier- 
naiional peace and security. The paper 
was submitted on behalf of the Arab Imer- 
parliamenlary groups. . 

It said the Middle East region has been 
111 a continuous stale of tension and tur- 
moil vrfiich from time to time has explo- 
ited into wars and other forms of aggres- 
sion waged by Israel against the Pales- 
unian people and other Arab countries. 

The paper cited numerous violations of 
human rights by Israel, adding that the Is- 
raeli selllement policy on the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip has reached its zenith, 
’'ihis situation has created a ‘fail accom- 
pli' ^ actually annexing those Arab lands 
in an illegal manner" it said. 

On the Iraq-Iran war the paper noted 
that Iraq has responded positively lo the 
appeals for peace since (he war began in 
|9S0. And it urged the IPU to reaffirm 
f^evious resolutions enliing for the ccssn- 
tu» of hostilities immediately and start 
negotiations towards (he achievement of n 
jist and honourable settlement of the con- 
fliti. 

In his opening address, the President of 
IPU Izz el-din-Sayed, who is also the 
Speaker of the Sudanese Parliament, 
called for the establishment of nuclear- 
free zones in Africa and the Middle East. 
He said peace zones should also be ex- 
■ended to the Pacific. Ei-Sayed emphasi- 
zed that international peace and security 
will not be guaranteed unless total nuclear 
dviarmameni Is aUained. 

Referring to the Palestinian problem El* 
Sayed noted (hat "the suffering of the 
fBlestinlan people has for long persisted. 

& just solution seems lo escape us 
aU.. He added that "the right of the 
Palestinians to self dcierminalion tind o 
norneland should be n goal for all of us to 
^teve." Without a just solution hc con- 
tinued, "the world might be drawn into 
Wider conflicts.” 

The Jordanian delegation to the meeting 
played an active role during the discussion 
or matters of global concern. 

MrRIzkS. Balayneh. a member of Par- 
■la^nl and a member of the Inler- 
P®n»amentary Council, described as "In- 
wne sirelegy" the continuing arms build- 
up and race between the "two super- 
5?^” ■ Saying that equilibrium between 
‘^.y«hed States and the USSR ’ * made it 
pwilble to avoid a third world war." Mr 
**®f®*^ he could not share the 
Rui L ® ^^ministration of the United 
"must have nuclear 
both super-powers 
have "more than sufficient 
w* destroy life in the world." Mr 
waynch added that the United Slates and 
wviet Union had been negotiating 


since 1969. "but no real progress has 
been made and the arms race continues." 

Recalling that during the current cen- 
tury the world has lived through two world 
wars and "a great number of regional 
wars," Mr Batayneh said humankind has 
paid a high price in dead, wounded and in 
those suffering from diseases which 
would be passed on to future generations. 
He noted that "considerable funds, which 
would be useful to develop agriculture, to 
raise living standards and lo combat the 



Mr Hazem Nusclbch 


famine raging in Africa and Asio. are de- 
voted lo armaments." 

On the question of population, a speech 
prepared by Jordanian Senator Hazem 
Nuscibeh was delivered by o colleague. He 
said ns there will be seven billion human 
bclng.s on earth by (he end of the century. 
Jordon particularly wants a "comprehen- 
sive policy vyhich will be equitable for 
both rich and poor countries." To indi- 
cate Jordan's acute concern for the prob- 
lems endemic lo population Mr Nuseibeh 
said Jordan hosted a conference on the 
subject last March, and sent participants 
lo New Delhi to the most recent popula- 
tion conference. He stressed the inter- 
dependence between population and deve- 
lopment and explained that this was parti- 
cularly important to Jordan because of the 
limited number of natural resources, (he 
300.000 Jordanians presemly working 
abroad, and the migration of rural Jorda- 
nians lo the urban areas. 

Because of this latter phenomenon. Mr 
Nuseibeh said that special emphasis is be- 
ing placed on the training of persons in 
the rural areas, hoping to encourage them 
to remain and work there. 


Shamir challenged for Herut leadership 

By Arle Haskell 

S^ED JERUSALEM (ONS) - In advance of the genertl election 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir Is being challenged for his Job and 
^ Herut party component of the ruling Likud bloc by former 

Minigier Ariel Sharon. ' 

mlr* ■ three-cornered fight If Deputy Premier tovid Levy, whom Sha- 

lulrt for the succession to Menachem Begin six months *8®*, 
l« announced thnt he was challenging the 69 -yesr-old Mme 
teurdhS?? J**® ®®“htry needs strong leadership to face difficult 

of Israel,” meaning the retention of the West Bank 

toteSfnr former President Yitzhak Ntvon, who J,®** 

" onei-yetr cooking off period, announced that he ‘* "®t [. 

“jS P®fly,ch8lrniah Shimon Peres for the prlpie spqt op 

Bialn Veasoa for Ws derision, 

JeadirSi**^" y*®" labour wad going Into an election vit*. 

tidi was confirmed by Pereses perennial «ballenger. ex-iwemler YItt 

&td«BiJfL®Tk'7 1 * N®y®® failed to » 0 ice personal support for 

Is not interested In Jolnlag a leadership troika with rtresane 
gsnj/r®^^ ^ '** ***“ Knesset '‘is a wmher of the riok and file of the 






Sign of the times In Beirut' 

American foreign policy 

‘A shift from total involvement 


^ Abdttlsalam Massarueh 
Star Washington Correspondent 

WASHINGTON — United States foreign 
policy, after the series of failures in Leba- 
non. is moving from "total involvement" 
to a complete hiatus and it stands now at 
the peak of its paralysis. American diplo- 
mats are engaging themselves now in 
what some State Department officials call, 

‘ ‘ (he act of damage control. ‘ ' 

As a result of this situation, there will 
be no ‘ ‘ new peace initiatives' ' by the Rea- 
gan administration until after the US 
presidential elections and the upcoming 
Israeli election, which will be held this 
year on 37 July. This is the view which is 
prevailing among professional diplomats 
and observers in Washington. But with 
this lack of activily and ‘ ’ momentum" to- 
ward any significant solutions, something 
that is fell in (he attitudes and the 
statements emanating from American of- 
ficials. there is a new feeling of realism 
in governmenl circles that the mistakes of 
American policy are not lo be repealed in 
the future. 

This matter is generating an atmos- 
phere of new isolationism in the direc- 
tions of foreign policy, which is enlmlcal 
to the Arabs, but is encouraged by the Is- 
raelis who want to see the Rea- 
gan administration enterlain the notion 
that it was the Arabs' fault which caused 
the US to lose its credibility and prestige 
in Lebanon. 

There are observers who share the 
views of US Secretary of State, George 
Shultz, who. at a recent news conference, 
expressed the administration's new phi- 
losophy about the whrie situation in the 
Middle East and said: "somehow or 
another we have to get over the notion 
that every lime things don’t go just to 
everybody's satisfaction in the Middle 
East, it's the US' fault or it is up to the 
US to do something about it. ' ' 

The truth is that the United States ad- 
ministration, nowadays. does not have 
Ihe courage, energy or the stomach to 
undertake any role In the volatile Middle 
^sl. The only indicalions are that since it 
is elections year, Reagan aides would like 
him to prepare himself to face three De- 
mocratic presidential candidates who are 
sharpening their attacks, knives, and 
images to replace him as the Chief Execu- 
tive of the US, comes next 6 November. 

Bui along the line of these waves of 
pessimism (here are some in the Slate De- 
partment. especially among 
'Arabists' in the Near East bureau, wlio 
see an early elections in Israel as a good 
omen, which could Install Israel's Labour 
.Party in power, where they can find some 
flexible Israelis who are ready (o accom- 
modate Reagan's peace initiative of Sep- 
itember 1982. . • 

This neglect or intentional abrosjaljon of 
America's reBpODSlbillty or reacliness to 
plunge again in the uncertainties of the 
Middle Bast is the by-product of Secretary 
Shultz's .failures in Lebanon. This failure 
brought with it anolher failure in the US 
Congress, where the President's, wish to 
'se)J antl-aifpfii^ IStlnger misailes to/ Jor- 


dan and Saudi Arabia was to be aborted by 
(he same people who presented tlie requ- 
est for the sale on I March this year. 

The United States government exhibited 
a pitiful yielding and lack of courage, and 
resolve when it caved in to the Zionist 
lobby, who, it seemed to every observer in 
Washington now. is running the US gov- 
ernment, by the nose and the Jewish 
checkbook, which will be needed for these 
US elections. 

The feebleness of the US administration 
was also demonstrated when the Reagan 
camp could not stop or derail a conspirato- 
rial senate resolution "S203I" which 
calls for the removal of US embassy from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. The bill, which is 
now supported by about 38 Senators ond 
more than 2 1 0 members of the US House 
of Representatives, was pul forward in 
this election year so that the Zionist lobby 
will be able to gain some "last minute" 
poll Heat gains out of a beieagured Reagan 
administration which appeared, after its 
failure in Lebanon, that it was ready to 
sign a blank check for the Israelis and 
their most -powerful lobby in Wash- 
ington. 


News Analysis 


But no matter what the outcome of this 
' ‘ Embassy Bill" is going to be. the US ad- 
ministration feels embarrassed 
that it did not move fast lenougii 

tp- rally its friends and sup- 
porters to crush the attempt, 

which was successfully made by 

New York Zionist lackey Senator Daniel 
Patrick Moynlhan. 

But the question now is what is in 
store? And the answer is: Wail and see. 
The Reagan aides were hoping that after 
(hey washed their hands completely from 
Lebanon, they would try to achieve a 
movement toward peace and a solution to 
the Palestinian issue in the West Bank 
and Gaza. 

Richard Murphy, assistant secretary of 
state for Near East and South West Asia, 
outlined the new challenges of the Middle 
East in a speech that he delivered to the 
Executive club of Chicago on 23 March. 
Murphy enumerated the challenges com- 
ing out from the Soviet Union from ter- 
rorism, and from protecting Ihe oil fields 
and the access to oil -by the Western vrorld 
and Japan. 

One of the concerns of the Reagan ad- 
ministration Is the Iran- Iraq war and the 
possibility of an Iranian retaliation and 
the closing of the Straits of Hormuz. 
"We are neutral in this war," he said, 
"and support all efforts to end the 
war." While he criticiseef the conduct of 
both sides in the war. Murphy outlined 
some steps Washington wants to adopt in 
order to help Iraq, such as increasing the 
diailouge with Baghdad and encouraging 
European and American firms to assist 
Iraq in building a new pipeline:' and,. to 
strengthen the Gulf Co- operation Council 
states' to counter terrorism; >and the gua- 
rantee of passage of ships in the 'Straits of 
^ Hormuz. ' 
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Libya’ s foreign relatiom 
deteriorate after bomb 
attacks in Britain, Sudan 


Life In a refusee camp in Lebanon. Note the bullet-ridden walls 

Palestine refugees face 
persecution in Lebanon 

^ There is a continuing need to provide 
for the physical protection of Palestine 
refugees in Lebanon*, - Olof Rydbeck 


By Janice Turner 

LESS THAN four weeks after Libya's 
reassessmeni of its relations with Britain 
and the subsequent takeover of the Libyan 
bureau in London, five Libyans had been 
deported from London on suspicion that 
they had been connected with the explo- 
sion of a number of small bombs in Lon- 
don and Manchester. 

At the same time, after an anonymous 
plane had bombed a radio station in Om- 
durman. a Khartoum suburb, killing 3 
people, the Sudanese president called in 
Egyptian forces ‘to help defend Sudan 
from the Libyan threat'. 

The British bombings occurred over the 
weekend of 9 to 11 March. The two- 
pound bombs were planted near Arab re- 
sidences and places visited by Libyans. 
Twenty six people were injured in the 
blasts. 23 at a nightclub frequented by 




tSPLM), challenged Nimeiri's allegations 

^d that the government had ordered it to 
bomb the partly-uscd radio station In or® 
der o cal in inMitary reinforcements -to 
bolster Nimeiri s increasingly unpopular 
regime within the country. 

The leader of the SPLM. Mr. Joseph 
Oduho. also drew attention to the armv's 
suppression of an anti- Nimeiri demon- 
stration in Khartoum (he day after th? 
tombing He also alleged that the plane 
had bombed the houses of two opposition 
leaders near the radio station. A further 
reason for this action, if Odiiho's allega- 
tions are true, could be the Nimeiri is 
very concerned about recent-lcvcl meet- 
mgs totween Libya and Egypt. This bomb- 
ing firmly split (he two sides again. 

Overall, the only country to have gained 
anything from both bombing incidents is 
the United States of America, which has 
an interest in seeing relations between 


By Carrie Nelle Thompson 
Star Geneva Correspondent 

GENEVA — Palestinian refugees in Leba- 
non are still facing “acute persecution 
from certain factions" according to Mr 
commissioner general of 
l^RWA (United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestinian refugees). 
He added., “there is now a murder or so a 
day and shelters are still being blown up" 
In the refugee camps where UNRWA pro- 
vides health, education and relief ser- 
vices. 

Mr Rydbeck who was speaking in 
Vienna stressed the need for continuous 
physical protection for the refugees as 
tension felt by them' only seems to 
heighten. He said the number of refugees 
111 Lebanon may grow, although UNRWA 
has stocks of supplies In its warehouses 
]( also wants assistance from non-govern- 
mental orgnlzations. He also called for 
protection given by the United Nations. 
As he called it “notable" that UNRWA 
has been able to provide services to Pales- 
tinian refugees in Lebanon, in spite of the 
“constant violence and upheaval" since 
July, 1982. one month after the Israeli 
Invasion. UNRWA has provided “em- 


iT « pSWTgWVU Clll* 

Inclpding food rations, to 
190,000 people in Lebanon." But he 
points out this programme \ras funded 


■ ■ Mi4«afesw rrego 1 UilUCU 

only through the end of March of this 
year. 

Because UNRWA is facing a ‘ ' very cri- 
yS®*” iff."®"®*®* shortage, anticipating a 
$61 million deficit for I 984i It has led to 
the withholding of funds from “school 
construction . and maintenance- program- 
thfs. . which were projected to cost S 1 7 
million. lAs this still leaves a gap, Ryd- 
tock is seeking additional funds, specially 
from “a number of European and Arab 


governments." Such funds will be used 
not just in Lebanon but “among nearly 
l^wo million registered Palestinian re- 
fugees" in Jordan, the Syrian Arab Repu- 
blic and the Israeli-occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip. Noting “we have 650 
schools with 350,000 children" with 
more added each year, the commissioner 
general said, “If we were forced to start 
reducing that programme, in my estima- 
tion it would have the most serious conse- 
quences — not only for the children and 
parents involved, but for the area as a 
whole. It would mean the collapse of the 
agency. '* 

Rydbeck explained that the inler- 
nat^nal community continues to support 
UNRWA, even "the parlies to the con- 
nict in the Middle East". He explains that 
this is possible because "the view that 
our contribution Is of a peaceful and stabi- 
lizing nature Is widely shared." 

On another note, it has been announced 
that most students at UNRWA's three re- 
s^identlal (raining centres in the West 
Bank have returned to school after several 
periods of unrest at the centres and the 
temporary suspension of training in Fe- 
bruary of this year. 

Protesting against the "comprehensive 
examinations" introduced by the Jordan 
Ministry of Education in 1981 and ex- 
tended to the West Bank in 1983 
trainees had frequently boycotted classes.' 

Before resuming their studies, stud- 
ents, along with parents dr guardians, 
signed agreements stating (hey would ad- 
here to their studjrlhg schedule “without 
interruption" so that programme re- 
quirenients could be completed. They 
were told UNRWA would not force thern 
to sit for the examination but they are ex- 
looted to take this responsibility Tor 
themselves. 











UK gives more cash to UNRWA 

additional £500,000 
»>rlngs Britain's total 

contrl- 

Ine of UNRWA'o work In Lebahod and fh* **** 

lufernationni community *t"c youI^pSLlV **** 

' Including^ t^ United Klngdotn's ndditionni contribution, $6.2 mllllan hns he«h 

Md Ubnnon, re<wtaatructiod of refugee camp Infrnstructure' 

te/**-*^“**^i Nations Relief and \(Vrks Agency for Plalestiiie Refuses In 

® hI?* ® relief servlcep to tho» ellgible!£n(iilS 

I alraort 2 ^nion register^ l^lestlne refugees In I^baiion,v^ofdan,^ Sytia aud ilie' 

rffngjcj In There nre ov^ 240,000 .registered Fi^lostlne 

I • -'V ■ • • . ' 
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1-091 . nc explains inai ^ 

•cause "the view that JTesident Nimeiri 

kSy shared/'*”'* ^^**^*' including Libyans, but nobody was 

at ljSRWA's"h^^ Lilian bureau in London, still in 

centres in the West ousting of (he previous 

I to school after several ®®®*^®^®*^y‘8®neral of the bureau, denied 

ion of training in Fe- fhe Fivilon*^nr^ pointed out that 

. Po*^o*8n Office had made clear (hat 

.... ... ^“^re vras no objective evidence to justify 

j"® .comprehensive accusations against the Jamahiriya. 

lion in r?8T*and*^ex- rounded up 23 

/est Bank in 1983 coilntry. charged five 

ntly boycotted classes.' mrted" f?ve°”o!hI^ tomUngs, and de- 
iu ■ ported live others, releasing the rest 

their studies, stud- Many thought that Libya was behind the 
parents or guardians, bombings in the light of a declaration iss- 
stoting they would ad- froni Tripoli in mid-February that 
ing schedule * ‘ without ..Detain s alignment with the enemies of 
that programme re- the Arab nation" would be " met with « 
be completed. They forceful stand and Britain alone will bear ^ 
would not force them the responsibility of ahy consequenUs " 
nation but they are ex- The enemies of the Arab nation were the 
ils responsibility Tor US and Israel in the International sphere 
and also the small number of, Lilwans liv- 
I i”.® ‘0 London who are wanted in Libya for 
trial on charges of theft,' smuggling' and 
NTPIX/'A embezzlement. » uu ng ana 

IM J\ W A Omar SodanI denied all Ul^an govern- 

SUII! with the bombings and 

*^ose arrested and 

iddltlonal £500,000 ‘n>connection with the bombings 

irings Britain's total ,'L*hyan businessman 

Hilton Hotel, This kind of man would be 

mfirmliig the cbntri- Jamahiriya 

:ognize the great Vi- than *br It, alleged Sodahi. 

East and we hope the; Meanwhile, on 1 6 March in Sudan an 
“nonymws aeroplaiw bomto^ 

.2 b...; klllU fPvfS"’ If 

edforreconatmetion SUdan Immediately invoked iSr 1976 
camp infrastructure^ treaty wittf 

,1 \ , threat to natioiml. security, aiid within 
, : , hours part or .the Sy^tian^ armed forceS: 

alestine Refuses fa . their way (o Khartoum 

. I Pe Americans iaisd lobkW s^^ ' 

rd»,:- Syria and the': really on Nlmelrl'srslmuItaneoiK Srrn^ 


Muammar Qadhafy: Bad times 

Washington's allies and Tripoli deterior- 
ate. 

The^ (wo bombing incidents have not 
been in Qadhafy'.K best interests cither. 
Libya is currently isolated in Middle Eas- 
tern circles, and Qadhafy's constant 
claims of credit for beating back the Am- 
ericans in Lebanon have done nothing to 
endear him to the few friends he has re- 
maining in Beirut and Damascus. 

The “reassessment of relations" be- 
tween Libya and the Western European 
countries has obviously worsened rela- 
tions. Additionally, in the recent General 
People's Congress, Qadhafy was defeated 
in his proposal for equal military con- 
scription and training for women. This 
apparently infuriated the leader, who de- 
clared that (he General People's Congress 
had toen infiltrated by conservatives and 
reactionary elements who should be "Ii* 
quldated", followed by an announcement 
that the Congress decision should be set 
aside. A number of women's demonstra- 
tions took place in Tripoli backing upQad- 
hafy's views. 

The tombing In London and Omdurman 
came at a bad time for Qadhafy — 
London bombs deepened (he Gulf between 
Whitehall and Tripoli, and in the long 
term could damage (he two countries tr- 
ade, which would affect Libya just as 
badly as Britain. Secondly, if.lihya had 
bombed, Sudan, it would only increase 
Tripoli’s isolation in the Middle East, not 
lessen it. As more details emerge about 
the bombing, the view is becoming more 
widely held by knowledgeable observers of 
Sudanese politics that President Nimeiri 
himself ordered the attack. Challenging 
Nimeiri's allegation that the plane came 
from. Libya. dilTerent Sudanese sources 
claiim that it had takeii off from either 
Wacii Sedna,- a military base north-west oi 
Khartoum, or El .Obeid in the vwst of Su-' 
dan'. ' • 

Egypt publicly supports Sudan s accuss' 
tions against Libya,! and is becking /he 
complaint againist Libya at the UN: ncvefr.. 
Iheless, In prNaie (hey say that they . 
no evidence to hack^up the clairn,.- - 

; ^ :i Sbilith/’nilrd Wbrif MeiUt 
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Africa and coup 
d’etats 

OF THK 52 itidcpcndciil African .sti;- 
tc5, 23 arc ruled by the mitilury. L'ulil 
ia.sineek, the number uas 22. I'lte ul'm 
cfilraot is the Wv^t African siait- of 
(iUlnea. 

The military take-over in Guinea last 
neek might have been the lea.st ex- 
pected when one considers the lime it 
came: fh'csident Ahmed Sekou Tourc 
had died the tveck before, after having 
ralcd the country which lie led in In- 
dependence for 26 years and the 
Guinean population vva.s mourning for 
40 day%. 

Then on 3 April, eight days after Se- 
koo Toure’s death, and while the 
tears of the people were sllll fresh, ibe 
military in that country struck. Their 
HMssage was that **a new dawn has 
brokea tn Guinea and the armed forces 
have stepped in to prevent further dic- 
tatorship and violation of human 
rights." A 15 member hlilitary 
Redemption Committee has been 
formed beaded by a Colonel l-ansana 
Konte. 

With Guinea going military. It has 
i left West Africa with only five civilian 
goTeraments as opposed to i I military 
ones. These civilian goicrnmciils arc in 
i Moegal, the ivory Coast, Sierra 
Lmoc, Gambia and C'ameroun. (Even 
the position of the Camerounian clvl- 
llaa government is in danger in view of 
the reported attempt to overthrow It 
last mckend). 

A close examination of the military' 
governments in Africa reveals that 
Doie of them had/ has been able lo 
change or make better the ' bad' condi- 
jiou which they use as grounds for 
their military actlou. In the Held of 
eMnooic development the trend is 
1® worse* • . Politi- 
cauy, there Is no freedom ns the Bdllt- 
ary leaders become dictators oTcrnight 
and react violently to the least critic- 
tarn and opposition. 

— post-IndcpendeBce Africao 
the armed forces mere es- 
IfiL r ^ •« defend the conntries in 
eternal aggression. UtUe did 
ISSj * ***** own creations 

I”"*, *Wfn, round to devonr them. It 
looks like the military In Africa has not 
fh. ferions Joh to do. And whenever 

***® Ifc® SOl- 

/u *** **®**®'’ to 

thtt nniforms and seek 

Sf,'?"?**® the people the legal 
®f tois Is nnlawfnl 
ehSiu^^Ll ®”**® • altoatlon whereby a 
of fi!l -3if*®*®"***i^ Is replaced by that 

A/riS. ^®**® ®®>* to® Central 

KsS Republic under Jean Bedel Bo- 

'African cbnp leagne 
irdn *** *^® a®»»MIc of 

took.' nil ^S.****^ ndlltary coups 
riace between 1966 
®B®itfae Upper VoHa 
jOad position 'with fonr 
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Will the European disease spread to Britain? 






By Humphrey Keenlyslde 

ACCORDING TO its Chairman, John Sel- 
wyn Gummer, the Conservative Party of 
Great Britain is a “totally non-racist 
party . His comment came in response to 
allegations of extreme right-wing infiltra- 
tion into the Tory Party made in the BBC 
programme ‘Panorama' broadcast in Fe- 
bruary. Bui, in the wake of a simmering 
row between the Conservatives and the 
BBC over the programme's contents. Mr 
Gununer's bland reassurance has come 
into question. 

The row has also brought to the surface 
a growing problem in Western Europe — 
ri:pairjj!ion of immigrants. If the exam- 
ples of France and (jcrmany .-\re anyihing 
k' go b>. repatriation could catch on fast 
in Greut RrtUin. Repatriation in Western 
Europe is an issue increasingly linked 
with the deepening economic lecession. 
In Germany, the reccs.snm is driving Ger- 
man nuitonals into competition with 

'Gasiarbeiier" Mainly of Turkish de- 
scent. guesiworkers were welcomed to 
Germany in their thousands in the boom 
post war years to carry out menial work. 
Many Turkish families put down roots. 
But now. the German government is 
under pressure to have them repatriated 
to ease the unemployment problem. 

In France, the problem is no less acute. 
At the Peugeot-Talbot car plant in 
Poissey. violence erupted in December as 
rival immipant groups pitched into battle 
to save their jobs in the face of mounting 
redundancies. Renault, the state-owned 
car ^oup. is toying with the idea of repa- 
triation allowances for its immigration 
work force — out of a total 102,000 em- 
ployees. 17,000 come from Spain. Portu- 
gal and North Africa. 

One proposal is to offer immigrant wor- 
kers FFr 40,000 ($5000) to return to 
their countries of origin. At the same 
time. France's ruling socialists are facing 
a growing challenge from opinion on the 
far right. In a recent bye-election, the 
Front National Party captured an unprec- 
edented 1 2 per cent of the vote on a ra- 
cialist platform. Its leader, Jean-Marie Le 
Pen. has warned of the "invasion" of 
France by foreigners. 

The worry for Britain's 2.2 million eth- 
nic pc^lstion is that this repatriation 
mentality could spread across the Chan- 
nel. Although not categorised as immi- 
grant WOTkers, their British citizenship 
GXMiId count for nothing should extreme 
right- wing opinion gain a foothold in 
Great ^tain. 

A sebeme for voluntary repatriation al- 
ready exists. Since 1971, it has been 
open to immigrajits to apply for assistance 
with the entenses of returning to their 
countries cl descent. Anyone spptying 
had to show that they had “faiBed to set- 
tle" in Britain. In January, changes an- 
nounced fv toe British goversmenl re- 
moved this requirament and in the words 
of one official, the scheme is open to any 
imnrig rant “vAether hlack, yetlow or 
green.'* 

Thie British goremmeni insists that 
there is no question of inducement of 
oompulsioo. ^verlheEw. the changes 
have aroused criticism. Mr. Charles Don- 
in gtfwi of the Commission for Racial 
Equality (CRE) feels the move is (hiager- 
ous: * * If you give any weight to the notion 
of voluntary repatnotion. this will en- 
courage racialism". The fear is that eth- 
nic minorities will come under increasing 
harassment from overtly racialist groups 
such as the National B‘c^. As far as CRE 
is concerned, repatriation is a “dead 
Issue**. In its view, the money would be 
better spent on funding schemes and 
pr^ecte which promote an Integrated 
multi-racial society. 

That view is not shared by alt minority 

S oups. For :Mr Asht^ Gibson, the 

Doctor-General oTtbq.upjjre fqr 

bean . Studies., a copununity centre : in 
North LoiidM advising West Indian fanu- 
tiesi tlw ' econDmie, argument » works 
uotfaer way. Raiber than: kupiloriuig 
of linemplayed inimiiradt wor- 
kers on the dole, Gibson believes the 
money should be used to help th«e who 
irish to go and set up busioessea in their, 

touiiirips of Jd ' 

IrtaUoo aBivwaneie does .. nearly, go far i 


According to Gibson, about 1 000 W'esi 
Indian return every year to the Caribbean 
under their own steam; many more would 
like to go, he claims, but lack the resour- 
ces. The reasons arc many, ranging from 
dislike of English weather to cultural iso- 
lation. Racism is at the root of many West 
Indian's dissatisfaction which Gibson says 
"exists in all institutions in public life". 

But Gibson sees no contradiction be- 
tween the repatriation of a liny minority 
in the West Indian community — his Cen- 
tre handles half a dozen cases annually — 
and the struggle lo work towards a 


e, the Report concluded that “extremist 
and racialist forces arc ai work inside the 
Conservative Parly". It also found "links 
between. .. neo-fascist organisations and 
sonic members of the Party". 

And, according to the Guardian new- 
spaper. one such extreme racialist group. 
Tory Action, an advocate of “compulsory 
reduction of non-whites in the UK ", may 
have friends in high places. Its chairman. 
George Young, claims that two members 
of the Cabinet are "very sympathetic in- 
deed" to his group's policies. The row 
has highlighted a dilcmmi'i facing ihc Con- 



Marching against unemployment In Britain: Did Immigrant workers cause ifJ 


multi-racial society. “To help a few re- 
construct their lives in a more suitable 
cultural climate will not give encou- 
ragement to Enoch Powell and (he 
National Front". 

The danger, however, for many is that 
what may start out as innocuous support 
for voluntary repatriaLion could turn into 
a rallying call for compulsory reset- 
tlement. And, if a Young Conservatives' 
Report published in January is correct, 
the Conservatives may be 'harbouring ad- 
vocates of such a policy within their own 
ranks. 

. Published in an abridged form in late 
January to take out controversial evldenc- 


servatives. In its efforts to assert a non- 
racist image, the Conservative Party ri^ks 
alienating a large section of its supporters 
on the right wing of the Party. For iliis 
section, strong advocates of white British 
nationalism, repatriation communds 
much sympathy. 

Meanwhile for the etlinic communities, 
already subjected lo increasing racial 
hatred, these recent developments will 
make them feel even less welcome. Fur 
many, the dream of an harmonious multi- 
•racial society may seem farther uwiiy 
than ever. 

(South/Thlrd 'World Media) 


Brazil wants to develop bomb 
in spite of huge foreign debt 


By Robert Del Qolero 

BRASILIA (ONS) — Brazil is drawing 
heavily on its scarce financial resources, 
and diverting investment from Us civil 
nuclear programme, in order to catch up 
with its neighbour Argentina In the race 
to make an atomic bomb. 

The military government in Buenos 
Aires, which stepped down only last 
December, had been making all the run- 
ning in this ^uth American proliferation 
of nuclear weapon capacity. Its nuclear 
power . reactor at Atucha is more , ad- 
vanced, and functions more efficiently, 
than its counterpart in Brazil. 

Already well aware of this gap, Brazil's 
military government was ' jolted last 
November aiien Argentina announced it 
had mastered the nuclear fuel cycle, a 

f iant step towards making nuclear, arms, 
ince then, work at three Brazillain 
research centres has been stepped up to 
round-’the-clock sbifts. Cesar Cals, the 
•Brazilian Energy Minis 'r, ^as stated that 
the country is djs velbping -a technique to 
enrich urarium, using lasers. (This is not 
■explusive to Brazil.) 

I,ast year; the Brazilian federal govern- 
ment -^*^en.it had emerged that Franco 
Montoro, pn opposUlon politician,, would 
be the nkxt governor of Sao Paulo state — 
shifted: the Institute for Energy, and Nu- 
clear Itjokearch from control of .the local 
riate administration ;to its own' aegis. 


Manoel Barbosa, an experienced analyst' 
to nuclear matters, reports that the Insti- 
tute for Advanced Studies, one of the 
most intensively guarded research com- 
plexes in the world, has achieved enrich- 
ment of uranium by laser in the labora- 
tory. It is now trring to set up a pilot 
plant, he believes. 

Fragmented reports are also emerging 
from a scheme variously referred to as 
Sepj-M and Project Tornado, believed by 
Barbosa to be using molecular isotope sep- 
aration. A strong Indication that their 
scientists are making technical progress 
through their, own efforts arises from the 
fact that Brazn'S’iagreement with West 
Germany, whereby the former's uranium 
was lo be enriched through technology 
supplied by the latter, has become a dead' 
letter. After vast expense, Brazil has de- 
clared that the process -involved, the cen- 
trifugal jet technique, uses too much en- 
ergy. Critics here say the real reason is to 
prevent Germans keeping late on Brazil's 
progress towards ,the 

Brazil has certainly- scaled down -its 
plans -to produce civil nuclear energy. Of 
the. three nuclear jx>wer stations' co' be 
built at Angra dos Reis, and apt to be an 
eyesore on a scedic coastline near ..Rio de 
Janeiro, .^gra l.has developed cracks. in 
■ the pipes thaf carry radiu-uctiye; water, 
Angra -II. was. to liavu .started genutating 
this >w but its foundations are shifting, 
and Ajigrai 11). m.ay 'well- hever bn . con- 
structed. .. 
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Kditnr's note: Minister l.ouis I'arreKliiiii, 
lhi> lender of I'lic Nniioii of Islam tvllli ll.s 
hcadi|uartcrs In ChlcaKUi Is considered as 
Hie must dynamic black Muslim leader 
wliose eloquence Is tl^liiing fur him an lio> 
noiiraldc place In the history uf America's 
black community. 

lie is now leadintl n re|«is1ratioii drive 
and a cull fur particliiatio}i in elections 
campaign In the US so he can secure more 
votes for Deiiiucrallc pru.sldeiiiial cuiidld- 
ale the Kcv. Jes.se .lacksoii. Minister l‘'ar- 
rekliun was a .special lunclicon speaker at 
tlie Ainerlcan-Arab Anti-Dl.scriiiiinatiun, 
Committee annual cniiventiuii whlcli took 
place In Washington last month. 

lie delivered a most nieinorablc speech 
that brought more thnn 1500 people on 
their feet many ttines» and wns lahelcd 
"burkan" which nieaii.s In Arabic "«ui- 
cano" In.slcad of farrekhan. 

In the follu^viiig liiterview with The Star 
Washiuglon Correspondent .MlHltUSA- 
liAM MA&SAKUICH, Minister Farrck- 
han talks about the directions of the 
"Jesse jRck.son campaign’* and the role 
of The Nation of Islam and black Ameri- 
cans In the United State.s: 

Question: Di» you anticipate the Je.s.se 
Jackson campaign for US president and 
hi.s establishment of a 'Rainbow coalltinii 
to continue beyond the November election? 

An.svver: Yes ii will continue ihroiigh 
November and in order for ti to be .suc- 
cessful it must be a permanent thing und 
when you have people you have money. 
And when you untie many people and get 
money from all of (.hose, you have enough 
to make Lhc Rainbow coalition alive. I 
don't chink that we should rely on corpor- 
ate America, or the various philanthropic 
organizations lo fund our own liberation. 

We must do that ourselves, because it 
has been proved in the past lhai when wc 
allow others lo fund our freedom, he who 


United States 

Leader of 



Rev Jc.ssc Jack.son — ;a choice of 
US Muslims 

pays the piper, generally colls the lime, 
and we refu.se lo be siibjugaled by corpor- 
ate or philanthropic dollars. Wc would 
much rather develop the means and the 
money from the mas.scs of ihe people who 
would benefit from Mils coalition. 

Q: According to the American constitution 
there Is a separation between Church (re- 
ligion) and State ((politics). How will 
you, as a Muslim authority and the Rev. 
Jackson as a spiritual leader, will over- 
come objections to religious people becom- 
ing Involved in politics? 


Dead woman gives birth to a baby 


By Clirls Mosey 

OULU, Finland CONS) ~ Marko Ju- 
hanl Ylitalo wciit home last Thursday 
from the University Hospital In this 
small town Just below (lie Arctic Qrcle. 
This was exactly one. month after his 
birth rewrote medical history. He was 
born to 32-ycar-old Anja Ylitalo whpn 
she had heen medically dead for 16 
weeks — the first time such a thing has 
happened anywhere In the world. 
Finns, not a people given to. exagger- 
ation, call Marker Mlimclapsi’ the 
miracle baby. 

It was on 27 December last year that 
Mrs, Ylitalo, then In the 22 nd week of 
pregnancy, was rushed to hospital com- 
plaining of severe headaches. She .suf- 
fered a cerebral haemorrhage ' and 
'died* the same day. 

A six- man medical team, led by 
Professor Pentti A. Jarvonln, head of 
the hospital’s emergency unit, con- 
sulted Mrs. Yiltnio's husband Antero, 
aged 33. Tlien they kept her body 
*alive’ on life support systems in what 
seemed a desperate attempt to save the 


life of her unborn child. Doctors say 
now they expected Mrs. Ylitalo' s body 
to 'live* only four to six days. Amaz- 
ingly It survived 10 weeks. 

"It was as though the baby's heart 
helped to keep Hie mother’s heart go- 
ing. It was quite miraculous," says. 
Professor Jarvinon. *'I believe quite 
simply that It was the fetus that kept 
the mother’s body going so long — the 
power of new life against death, If you 
like," he said. 

When Mrs. Ylltalo's blood pressure 
began dropping alarmingly on 5 
March, Professor Jarrlnen supervised a 
Caesarian operation. Her baby was 
born roughly one month prematurely 
weighing three pounds. Father Antero 
Ylitalo named the newcomer Marko. 
His II -year-old daughter Susanna 
chose the second name, Juhanli An- 
tcro, a farmer, has two other clilldren, 
sons Petri, aged nine and Jarl, aged 
five, 

Mrs. -Ylltalo’s body weakened dra- 
matically after (he birth and two days 
later It too died. There had been no re- 
gistered activity of her brain for 10 
weeks. 


Nigeria 

Military Clouncil to try 175 defendants 

. ^-Richard Hall ces in Lagos, without actually dispelling 

XApOS ( A^ncies) Nigeria's ruling Mi- speculation about secret trials, have Just 
.'litafy Council announced flnar plans released details of a new military edict 


' fecenMy to put bn trial the 175 polUiclans 
' and businessmen arrested soon after last 
December's coup. The detainees include 
former vjee- President AJex'Ekwuetee and 
nearly ell (he deposed governors of Nlg- 
• eria's 1 9, states, ipapy of whoin had held 


called ’Recovery of public property ( Spe- 
cial Military THbunals). Decree', under 
which the political deialnees* will be 
tried. 

The decree : provides for the judges on 
the panel (o assist the tribunal' in deter- 


offlce from ) 979-83. They are lo appear .mining questions of law, with the federal 


before a special military tribunal (o an- 
swer charges of , 'economic crimes'. .The 


.Uorney-Oeneral acting as state prosecu- 
>r. According to the now law, .the, onus of 


.-\: Whai I would say on ihal is this: 1'hai 
in lhc pledge of allegiance lo liic D.ig. we 
say: ] pledge allegiance lo lhc flag of the 
and to ihe Kepiibiic for which il 
slands. one nation indivisible under God. 
with lilvrly .mid justice for nil. Tlie liadi- 
lioii nniotig black people is Ihnt uni great 
leader.s have enne out iif n spiriluul c.sper- 
iencc. and that spiritual e.Ypcricncc gives 
us the spiritnnl power and the guidunee 
For political .nfruirs. The greatest world 
leader of all litnc.s. and the most inrUien- 
ital m.in in the history of Ihe world is Pro- 
phet Mohammed, peace be upon him. 
He was a spiriliiHl man. but a political 
leader. David, one of the greatest pro- 
phets of the Old I'cslnnicni. was not only 
u prophet, but he was a king, a warrior 
und H niu.sidnii. It's possible that nil these 
fine combinntioiis and chnraclcrisUcs can 
come together in an individual, and with 
lhc leadership of the oppressed it is a spi- 
ritual leadership llial givc.s us (he greatest 
power. 

Q: You spoke against the Idea of moving 
tlic US embassy from Tel Aviv to Jer- 
usalem. ...what role tvHI your group. The 
Nation of Islam, have In the campaign 
against many Congressmen to pass such a 
legislation before the upcoming elections. 

A: 1 believe that we should do whatever 
we can. We arc growing with knowledge 
of this question as our facts increase and 
our knowledge increases our strategy for 
fighting for the leaving of Jerusalem out 
of this kind of international quagmire. 
And America, should not gel involved in 
that kind of thing. If the Jewish people 
have moved their headqiiarlers to Jer- 
usalem 1 don't think that America would 


wise K. rccoKniM ihul. I beli™ 
America should keep her view of w 
iisalciii as im lnternalion.il city. 

Q; What do ytiu say to these 37 .Scnao>« 
and 210 Congressmen ulio are sponsurliio 
the liiipcndliig bill to move (he U.S cmhiuf 
from IcI Aviv in Jvrusulcin, dcsnltc tlik 
protest of US ndmlfil.stratloii orFlelsl.s? ^ 

A: These Congressmen :ind Sentitors wh,. 
have signed iliiK letter and sponsoniie 
resululion. I am sure ore doing what thev 
lliink IS in the liesi interest of America 
and themselves. However, they wutild be 
wise lo be iiislntcied thul to .*ilienate the 
millions of Arabs, and one billion Klu 
shm.s on this earth, who sec Jerusalem as 
the third snored city to us as Muslims 
Makkah. Medina and then Jerusalem. We 
would advise lbc.se Senators and Con- 
gressmen not lo alienate over u biliiun 
and It lialf people. 

Q: What arc your hnpc.s front the Arab- 
Amerlcaii.s and the Arabs in the Arab 
world in this ongoing quest of Jesse Jack- 
son for the pre.sidcncy of the 

A: Our hopes are that we can build per- 
mnnetU frrendship.s. As a black person 
from the United States (here has been 
much misundorslandings between the 
Arabs and (he blacks. We need to clean up 
these misunderstandings by dialogues, 
the kind of conventions we just attended 
here today, and w'e need lo continue this 
so that we can break again the barriers 
that keeps us apart. Because, the Arab 
community in America has been a strong 
community, but it is not in the political 
process. 

The black community in America is a 
very strong community numerically, but 
we also fed locked out of the political 
proccs.s. It is for us to rise up into politi- 
cal and economic maturity, and streicb 
our h.'tnds lo our Arab- American brothers 
and sisters, and with native AtiMricans 
and Hispanics. we have a power in (his 
country that can redirect (he course of 
this nation. 


El- Salvador 


Violence, killings to continue 


By Paul Ellman 

.SAN SALVADOR (Agencies) — While the 
orfiuial count from last month's El Salva- 
dor presidential elections goes ahead with 
Racier-like slowness, it is clear (hat the 
Christian Democrat Jose Napoleon Duarte 
has won firs! place but without an abso- 
lute majority. So the strategy of Roberto 
d'Aubuisson. the second-placed runner, 
is to woo (he supporters of the third- 


who cast (lioir ballots in lust week's elec- 
tion. hanker for a past which would not 
Include such fixiures ax 'El Caltcjon de ia 
Mucrie' (Death Alley) — a narrow street 
in a working class suburb uf San Salvador 
city, which has recently become a favour- 
ite dumping ground for bodies. 

The increasing violence is causing 
concern to US officials as the Reagan ad- 
ministration tollies lo secure a coraprom' 
Isc in congress over its request for an ex* 








Gunmeu’s victim. In El Salvador — a right wing legislator' 


(rials are expected to cornmence hlmost provlnj^: inhctcehce will lie upon the ac 
immediately. i pused. official. j ' 

Late last month, the military authorities I; N^8cri&njilrongmQpKf^Jqr!'GeperaiM^ 


Late last month. Ihe military authorities [ • Nigerian^lrongm^p hff4)or’’Gdpidral Mu- ' 
swore ill the 23-man. military tribunal 'liidmnmdM Bfuharrhatf ipti 
ma d« UP of six dviiian Jud^s and 1 7 mi- the cpiip thiat the dtitainees ‘will be'pre-'- 


Utory officers. Newsmen were excluded 
from the swearing-in ceremony. This has 
fed observers to surest that .(he trials 
may be held in camera. But federal sour- 


suQied guilty* Until they. proved^theqisel- 
ves inhcteent. The. decree ailo^/va .the'aS- 
cused to retain the services .Qf coiihsel ' 
(0 call witnesses^ ■ 


placed candidate, i^rancisco Guerro with 
the aim of winning the second round run- 
off. 

; Meanwhile life returns to ‘ normal* with 
death squads of the extreme right carrying 
out. a series of murders, with warnings of 
more to come.' Relaxed and joking, d'Au- 
buiSson is appearing almost statesmanlike 
and lu, '.tries to lupe .the! more hqrblverous 
members of the .Salvadoran right I pto the 

' extreme.mht Natioholist: RdV 

,jlub)ioart,AIIiance( ARENA) I 


)juN!»n:Aiii^ ( Ai^ T: 

: Ouerrp’S 'NatioijSi .ipoilci'llatiOn Party is 
a conservative group Which to por- 
^ ^ 79 ; ;when it vws 
dictator- 

,fWj Pf s^fal petice;, 

f the tbUL 


tra $93 million in military aid for the fij 
seal year ending in September. ..i 
Worse still for them, however, was tat 
revelation on Friday that a local court 
quietly freed from detention Lieutenapi 
Eduardo Avila, who had been linked win 
the killing in January 1981 of tw US it- 
ade advisers and the head of the 
ran lartd reform programme. The tprt ! 
were k;lUed as they sat in the coffee sn«?p 
of San Salvador'i Sheraton, Hotel. 

US dfricials fear, that Avila will slip PH. 
of the:;couhtry, as he ,has bn past 

: Sions When under pressure. Hia’wiessf 
confirms that Jittle has changed in EJ 

: vador In te/ms. of bringing to Justice tnosr 

.; tejiihd . organised political 

\ If d'-A^Ubuisson Wlns, the judges and tw 
death sqtods.dka be expected to daffy te| 

.::as'.be^g;^ v 




Changes under 
an Israel Labour 
administration 

By Vfl'coub Jaber 

WOULD THERE beareal change in Is- 
rael if the Labour opposition party 
wins Ihe next general election and 
heads a new government? 

Changes arc bound to happen, but 
(hey will not be lo ihe exienl thul allows 
peace negotiations succeed in reaching 
a comprehensive xetllemcnt based on 
Ihe only acceptable formula of lulal 
withdrawal in exchange for lolul 
peace. 

First of alL the Labour Party may not 
be Abie lo gain an overwhelming major i 
ily allowing it to form an exclusive 
labour adminisirolion. If the current 
pNtlical trend in Israel continues, the 
Ub(Mr unll most probably win over the 
[jkud. but it still may have lo seek par- 
tnerahlp with other smaller poMlical 
groups, which do not necessarily share 
the same views about a peace set- 
liement is to be reached. 

Under a Labour- led government, a 
change may occur on the Israeli policy 
in Ihe occupied territories where the 
Likud »>alition maintained an ex- 
tremely oppressive policy in an open 
Ixd to force Palestinians to leave, thus 
making way for more Jewish set- 
tlements. The Likud took the unprec- 
edented step of arming extremist Je- 
wish settlers and giving them free 
hand to act against the defenceless 
Paieatinian population. 

A Labour- led government is ex- 
pected to disarm the settlers and con- 
fine the so-called security duties to the 
occupation army which could in the 
least be more disciplined than the 
trigger-happy gettlers. 

• A second possible change may affect 
the scuiements themselves. The Ukud 
pianled settlements at every possible 
>po(. including Arab densely- populated 
areas end city centres. 

The Labour disagree with this as they 
tencelve (he settlements to be of 
defensive nature and should be set up 
m^wrlaln areas where Arab maintain 
mimtnum presence. 

The Labour, however, is not ex- 
pected to show any leniency towards 
I'aleslinians in the occupied areas as 
I- r. ruthlessly in lhc past with 
resisiBnce groups and jailed and tor- 
tured thousands of Arabs without spe- 
cifte charges. 

H is lo be mentioned here that 
‘he first free immicipal elections in the 
^^“Pied West Bank and Gaza were 
held in 1974 under a labour govern- 
JMiil. During ihe Likud rule, mosl of 
-M?* ‘reoly-elected Arab mayors have 
enner been deported, maimed or 
•‘h'ply removed from office to be re- 
pl8«d by a.rtny ofneers. 

riii* important aiid crii- 

reaching a comprehensive 
Wole East solution, the prospects are 
^ qujte good. As I said before, small 
Si- ® major say in formu- 

ci#n?L® government's poli- 

«w. In addition, the Labour's views 

^®" 

_ Ji?®^^bour still sticks to an old plan 
fiw- *fter .Yigal Allon. who was 
^minister in the early years of 
^J>pat»on< The plan calls for keeping 
seuiemenis along the Jor- 
^®"®y under the pretext of secur- 
^ jn-angemenls within the Framework 
solution. They also dog- 
Wjcaljy adhere to the idea of holding 
Jerusalem as part of the 
capital of ’ Israel." It was 
or.^ifc .? Labour that the Arab sector 
hiie* was surrounded by 

'' fre^ Hi! intended to separate it 
: West Bank. ; 

Sff ? •^bouir-iled, adminisffa- 
*9 ccui 1^£J® change.^ could 

iJh'e the degree fucilUatiug 

a 'drastic Mhift dif its 
oyerau peace, 



THE SITUATION in Ihe occupied Arab 
territories, the need lo confront Israeli 
aggressive plans, the Iraq-Iran war and 
Lebanon are the main highlights in this 
week's press. 

The Egyptian newspaper, Al-Akhbir, 
calls on Israel to realize that it is inevit- 
able for it to give the Palestinians their 
national rights and deal with them in a ra- 
tional way. It says if Israel did this, it 
could be the beginning of an end to the 
Middle East crisis and lead to the 
achievement of the long- cherished peace 
in the region. 

‘ ' Israeli officials should reconsider 
their calculations and deal with the Pales- 
tinian question as a fact that can never be 
avoided. The revolution of the Palestinian 
people, who demand tO live on their 
national soli like all other peoples would 
never stop as long as (here is one Pales- 
tinian on the face of earth", asserts the 
poper. 

The Qatari English-language new- 
spaper, Tbc Gulf Tillies, writes that the 
situation in the Middle East would remain 
(he same unless a solution is found lo the 
Palestinian people enabling them to res- 
tore their national rights, it says Israel's 
expansionist designs arc not confined to 
Palestine but also include the Golan 
Heights. Lebanon and other parts of the 
Arab world. 

' ' Israeli occupation forces are still in 
Lebanon despite the withdrawal of PLD 
troops, which Israel had claimed that U 
invaded Lebanon lo evict them.*' writes 
the Qatari paper. 

Commenting on a statemoni made by 
former Israeli Defence Minister Ariel 
Sharon, in which he said that he would 
campaign in the ncxl election for greater 
Israel. Al-Itllhad newspaper of Abu Dhabi 
writes that Sharon's remark is a true ex- 
pression of Israel's intentions and plans. 
II adds greater Israel would in the least in- 
clude the whole of Palestine. South Leba- 
non and Jordan. 

The paper calls on the Arabs lo come up 
with lhc right formula for addressing 
world public opinion: pointing out that the 
Israeli general election offers an oppor- 
tunity to acquaint the world with The Is- 
raeli expansionist intentions and aggress- 
ive plans. 

Ai-Bayan, a newspaper published in Du- 
bai. says that it is natural for 
Israel and other hostile powers to usd 
inter- Arab differences to consolidate 
their colonial gains in the Arab worlq. it 
says ll is surprising and dismaying that 
the Arabs fail to realize this simple fad 
and do not beriefil from past bitter exper- 
ience to end their differences which 
threaten their very existence. 

The' paper demands that Arab states rise 

i l to the level of responsibiiily.which makes 

them capable of overcoming (heir wtok- 
ness and ending their differences tn order 
' to cprhe up with ftn.efTective fronts^ 

(He 'colmjn enemy. - v-: .■ .. 

I-'.. ^ ■ The Gulfi-.war^ 

j i on the Iteq-iran, wArMht? KuwaUt new- 

l ispapcf AI.A*aa^. wr^es .<hat 


Iran's determination lo continue the war 
and its threats to close the Strait of Hor- 
muz are an open invitation for foreign 
intervention in the region. 

"The refusal of Iranian leaders of any 
Islamic initiative or mediation affirms 
that there are powers who want the war lo 
continue to wreck Arab and Muslim re- 
sources," writes the Kuwaiti newspaper. 

Describing the war as a crazy conflict, 
the paper accuses Iran of camouflBging It 
with (he abhorent sectarian fanaticism 
with view to facilitating imperialist plots 
in the region. 

Jordanian press 

Ad-Dustour newspaper of Amman com- 
ments on His Majesty King Hussein's re- 


marks before a visiting delegation of (he 
US National Defence University In which 
he called for Ihe setting up of peace in ac- 
cordance with UN Security Council reso- 
lutions 242 and 338. It says Jordan’s 
stand in this connection is not only In line 
with the principles of Arab consensus but 
also with the principles of Justice embo- 
died in the United Nations charter and re- 
solutions. 

The paper notes that the King has re- 
futed the Israeli misleading claim that the 
exchange of peace for land is a precondi- 
tion set by Jordan. It goes on to say that if 
the purpMe of any peace negotiations Is 
not the restoration of the land In ex- 
change of peace, then one wonders about 
the usefulness of any such negotiations. 

Noting that Israel would not have been 
able to act with such arrogance and in- 
transigence if it were nol for Ihe tremend- 
ous US material and political support, the 
paper expresses the hope that the Ameri- 
can people would stop being fooled by the 
Israeli claims and work seriously towards 
just peace in accordance with their values 
and ideals. 

"Al-Rai" newspaper commcnls on 
Iraq's warning that Israel is preparing to 
launch an aggression on Iraqi niilUai'y and 
economic targets, and notes that Iraq de- 
clared that it would not only repel such ag- 
gression but would also take steps to deter 
It. 

The paper remarks that Iraq's warning 
coincides with a flow of reports about an 
imminent Israeli military adventure in Le- 
twinon. 

"Observers can easily note that the Un- 
ited States and Israel are now in need 
more than ever before of military action, 
so (hat Washington can restore its pres- 
tige after its failure in Lebanon and the 
Likud coalition; can reinstate its standing 
' following (he series of . fiascos which it 
had met in the past iwo years. "AJ^Rai" 
writes. 

U urges Arab states to move collectively 
:.and effectively -if such aggressions take 
' place. • •' 

Jsraeli-.jpir«ps., r. 

' . . In Israel. A)iHandshnrar . reports 'that Is- 
' rael ..:is '.plahriing ' a ...new. - cemetery 
for Jovvish'.^YeM. Bank setilcrL It stays 


that with respect to all religions, such 
plans do not stem from the lack of land In 
west Jerusalem or anywhere i.n Israel. 
The selection of the site for the new 
cemetery is based on political considera- 
tions. First of all the selected piece of 
land was confiscated from its Palestinian 
oumers in 1982. Second, the secret be- 
'hind this choice is to implant Israeli roots 
in the West Bank. It would be very easy to 
dismantle a settlement one day and quit 
(he occupied land but who dares to dig out 
a dead body from the grave. 

Therefore this is an Israeli excuse lo 
consecrate Jewish presence in the occu- 
pied territories, the paper concludes. 

The eleetloBB 

The changing of government In Jer- 
usalem, HaaMla commented, will lm> 
prove Israel's image and will bring about 
the’ possibility of breaking the ice. The 
friends of Israel anu>ng (he socialist par- 
ties and conservative powers must under- 
stand that peace is a gradual and slow 
process, and that tjie Marakh is prepared 
to grant real concessions in exchange for 
secure boundaries and actual peace, the 
paper says. 

Mr Yitzhak Shamir will run for election 
with the same group of persons who 
shared the abortive rule Hadashot writes. 
Therefore the electorate has lo under- 
stand that the Ukud will come back with 
the same face. 

To start with, Yitzhak Navon desired to 
head the Marakh list because he aban- 
doned the presidency for this purpose 
Maariv comments. Shimon Peres and 
Yitzhak Rabin blocked (he road before 
him through indirect remarks. When Na- 
von decided' at the critical moment to 
leave for the US, he was not requested by 
Peres or Rabin to delay his departure. Af- 
ter it has been decided to ad- 

vance the elections date they 
did .not ask him to return imme- 
diately and when he returned 
he was tiol received by any of 
his competitors. 

It is'qiiite known to all In the Labour 
Party, (hat with Navon at (he head of (he 
party, the latter wilt have much better 
chances than with Peres and Rabin at its 
bead; Maariv writes. 

Davar writes that Peres was elected un- 
animously to be (he prime. minister foll- 
owing the coming elections. On -the Ukud 
front. David Levi withdrew with' Ariel 
Sharon left to compete with Shamir. Sha'- 
ron might abandon competition with Sha- 
mir if he is. promised a high post in (he. 
'coming government. 

"We. hope that this will never happen 
as we wish an end to the Likud rule in the 
coming elections," concludes the paper. 

Yedlot Ahrbnot remarks (hat the eco- 
nomic conditions testify to the fact that 
Coben-Orgad's policy is a total failure.. As 
. elections will : take place after font' 
months, the failuru. of -this- economic -po-'j 
licy should be^ finai. .Any hope for this '[io-.:- 
• licy (b.succeeit has faded liccnuse the' 
tightening of belts docs not til ih-with the. 
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Israel’s threat to Iraq 

THE LATEST Iraqi warning to Israel nol to aUempi to air raid vital eco- 
nomic and strategic positions inside Iraq, as pronounced in letter from De- 
puty Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Mr. Tareq Aziz to the 
General Secretary of the United Nations, was not given without a reason. 

Israel air raided Iraq's nuclear installations in 1981 violating internati- 
onal law and United Nations regulations. It has ignored all UN resolutions 
regarding the incident and did not conceal its intent to repeat its aggressions 
if it perceived that Iraq has resumed to build nuclear facilities and acquired 
advanced military hardware. Even though Iraq’s nuclear Installations were i 
considered as non-military and were subjected to international supervision, 
Israel, which until today refuses to allow an International inspection of its 
nuclear stations, has continued to warn that it will not allow Iraq or any 
other Arab or Islamic country to develop nuclear capabilities even for peace- 
ful purposes. 

But Iraq's concern lies nol only in the fact that Israel has been selling 
weapons and spareparts to Iran to help that country in Its war against Iraq, 
but in the recent escalation of media attack and criticism of Iraq, Western 
media has been launching a heated campaign accusing Iraq of using chemi- 
cal weapons against Iranian troops in the Gulf war. Some publications in the 
United States have gone as far as to call upon Israel to contemplate launch- 
ing another attack on areas in Iraq where storehouses and factories housing 
such chemical weapons are thought to be located. 

Mr, Aziz’s statements seem to indicate that Iraq has evidence to prove 
that Israel might take such a step. But at the same time the letter said that 
Iraq today is not that of three years ago and Iraq is ready to face and thwart 
any attack against it emanating from Israel. 

The fact is until now no commission of inquiry has managed to prove 
beyond doubt that chemical weapons were used by Iraq against Iran, And in 
the shadow of all this, Israel is using the current debate and accusations to 
mount a campaign of its own in effect warning Iraq that Israeli planes can 
reach and hit any Iraqi target suspected of posing a threat to Israel. 

What the media is doing in the West is essentially giving Israel the 
necessary pretext to intimidate Iraq and damage its national interests. This 
kind of mood prevailed before the 1981 raid. Among some circles of Ameri- 
can and Israeli policymakers a military blow to Iraq will boost a weak 
Likud and an embarrassed Reagan due to recent set backs in the US Middle 
East policies. ' 

Peres’words,Labour’ s actions 

IN A DISPLAY of bitter irony, if not outright hypocrisy, Mr Shimon Peres, 
in a meeting of the Arab- Jewish Intellectual Seminar, said this week that in 
the event of a Labour victory in the. forthcoming elections his party would 
pay attention lo deepening the roots of ’’peace" and widening the jaUer's 
scope so that it involves solving the Palestinian question. 

The facts involved in terms !of the historical policies of the Labour align- 
ment which Mr Peres heads render farcical his statements. Further, it has 
not eluded us that it was the Hi^anah war machine in 1948, in which Mr 
Peres was a member, that occupied four- fifths of mandated Palestine — ; Tar 
more than what vras earmarked for the Jewish state ^:tbe Partition Plan. 

. In 1967, moreover, It was the, Labour party that ^s in jraWer wheh seg- 
!! meats of Syfia, Joriten and Egypt were occupied by the ^onist 'state iii a 
! pernicious y»r of aggression. Despite UN. resolutions calling for the return | 
';of the tecritcries acquired ^ force, Tsrdel with, ad insatiable appetite — I 
retained the pbpsesslptiiand Us energies atid resources 

■ .|n* colonizing and settli^ihe .West.‘Bah'K while the pro-peace rhetoric .-ac- ' 

. conripan^ng the'Colodizqtion was in.' ebiindance.- Hence the settlement' pf the' ' 
■ ,West‘&ink.wiCh imported'Jews was fniliaily conceived and executed;^ the, 

■ 4hen fuliiig LaboUr Pjtrty.' 

[ ; 'It be' noted that Zionisin,' 'as'e.i>olit|cal;phildsc^hy/was nurtured by. 
'- the ihtdliectual currehts prevailing In 19th century Europe. These currents' 

• • . • . • . J. * .. , : • ■ •! _#_i 






Security dilemma 


IT IS a truism that the most momentous 
issue affecting global peace, indeed the 
very survival of mankind, is the nuclear 
question. Ever since the splitting of the 
atom the two superpowers have been en- 
gaged in a fierce, dehumanized arms race 
for the acquisition of that most elusive of 
the goals, nuclear superiority. 

Most strategic analysis agree to the con- 
tention that a global conflagration has nol 
taken place because the costs -of nuclear 
war. considering the mutually intolerable 
levels of destruction that such a war 
would entail are prohibitive, and thus nu- 
clear war cannot be anymore an in- 
strument for the attainment of political 
and/or economic objectives. A corollary 
of this is that the US and the USSR are in 
the ominous quagmire of each trying to 
attain greater security through the deve- 
lopment and deployment of more ad- 
vanced. more lethal weapons systems, in 
the process increasing the insecurity of 
both sides as the two powers Ine.xorably 
match each other's capabilities. 

The theory of deterrence — according 
to many, the maintainer of post World 
War (I peace — holds that neither side 
will unleash a nuclear attack by virtue of 
the other side’s capability lo retaliate, 
even if the second strike is represented by 
ten per cent of the surviving strategic ar- 
senal. Hence (he stability of the strategic 
balance is underpinned by the mutual de- 
terrent retaliatory capacity. Among other 
flaws this theory clearly does not take into 
account the possibility of irrational deci- 
sions In a panlck-strlcken situation (dur- 
ing the Cuban missile crisis In the early 
60's. the world was a halr-breadih away 
from a nuclear holocaust) or simply a nu- 
clear exchange taking place as a result of 
an accident. 

More worrying still, is the effect of 
modern weapons systems ~ the very ac- 
curate MX missile Is a notable example — 
which are first strike weapons, meaning 
that one side can paralyze the opponent's 
strategic arsenal, and thus actually win a 
nuclear war. This line of logic Is danger- 
ously becoming embedded in US strategic 
thinking. 

Equally ominous is (he effortsof both 
sides to militarize space. This will intro- 


duce a serious element of instabitity a 
both sides threaten each other's saiellhe 
dependent communications system. Fur- 
thermore, a nuclear conflict situation io- 
volvmg a space war would conceivable 
cause incalculable damage to the eedim 
of the universe. Because of the immense 
possibilitie&involved in colonizing spuce 
and the exciiemem this has generated 
the US and the USSR have been dragiinji 
their feet in stopping (his unpredictable 
race to assert control over space 

The two major alliances are involved in 
a ••security dilemma*'. This mearts that 
the (wo sides are involved in anarmsrau 
ill which each side, in quest for security, 
actually diminishes it as (he other side 
matches the weapons developed. 

Unfortunately artns control talks be- 
tween the US and (he USSR have pro- 
duced limited results as technological ad- 
vances outrace (he contents of the discus- 
sion. Additionally, these talks are plagued 
with reluctance on both sides to matt 
concessions that can represent a viable 
basis for serious arms reductions. 

Regrettably, (he Soviet Union hst 
recently broken off the major arms talks 
negotiations. Clearly these talks must be 
resurrected and tangible concessions on 
all major weapons systems must be mu- 
tually made in order to reduce the ten- 
sions (hat currently underlie US-Soviet 
relations. Indeed, a destabilizing unmiti- 
gated arms race must be averted. 

The (wo sides, through long-sighted vo- 
lition. must transcend the esseniially 
meaningless forms involved in vicious cir- 
cle strategic thinking and begin making 
serious concessions on especially destabi- 
lizing weapons systems, such as deadly 
accurate short-range tactical weapons. » 
well as strategic weapons. Not only will 
this alleviate (he "security dilemma" but 
will also advance the cause of peace las 
tension, war-ridden international system. 

Clearly, the overriding goal for 
international community at large, vi^thfis 
various configurations and power bl^s< 
should be total nuclear disarmament. Be 

fate of mankind is Inextricably hinged » 

the threat of nuclear war. 


— Khaled Nuseibcli 


letters 


From bad to worse 


To editor: 


.SOME TWO'yeers ago when I came to Jordan I had the chance to visit • Pjj JjJ 
telegraph office. .The greatest problem apart from congestion in the old building . 

tfr* InaMh^mr nf rJ-.l ml.- tlfharfl All ^”*1 


. the In^Qty of ^ staff, to deal yrt^h foreigners due to the lauguage 1 
.• transacltons were depeigdent on the passport ayaifaNUty. In the meantlnw^' q, 
■ learnt; that a new.bulldlng is coming up to rapUceTt^.B^t to ray surprise, wen • 
the bpportqnity to vislt themiw,bui|dlDkn.cb,uplp of weeks ago, I ions 

that the -new building and ^tem has gone from bald lo wr«i. It co'nii>flMe uft 
ballTike -structure vdth a counter seHiig both. the. stlifr'.and the public.^ 

•jiAnd wall hang,; four.telei^iotte-apparatuaipovered ^th helmet Hho slr^ureii 
;.'ls no.partlttoD of cahUu as required, as If privacy Is out'oC question,- There doe 

exist-a sln^ chair, •mgy |^.tl^.<»mmuUrs (lon.'t4eserv^ ' / ^ 

Ifyou are a fqreignefwithopt passport but with gehuine 

dloi^.to'make a^M^^ orcibie..Thi8 Is not a set rule because It depenffl 
•• ittood of .the Mrson don^rded: The WMktng procedurerarc such that priority 


. Peres' l4Bbqr-Pahy/ih timir 6dbubied;!ianiis. 

. ' Mr Peres ite.6 spoke, about what Labouh.WoUfd.do tp tUIevlate thb t&tterih 
thq’Ziopl8t-stAte,;iTt is abundabUyrClChir^AuifiJ^t' Pdr^s^re^rks . 

Wferft opportutastlpallyitjUlbredi-Vto J 

Movemant< as -Wall ai ad' hle^or'atd sdiaenchhrdedr^tHfljhd^^ ■ mk^ir^s 



• mood of .the person concerdedi The WMktng procedurerarc such that pnoruyW|Vjj 
come fhit'Mr not; ^dr^d^ does hot exist the routine of giving a 
; preroriM;-whloh:giyeg't|» Their Ignorance On the nature of 

Ughtplng 'caUt,vapart from the* language prtMems rOnder. one uViaUe to codV>^ 

.operator, and :as. a reshlti either loM'the pioneyorgo homh.dU.appoJnted .wi 

:Wprda can .delinUoIyj hrlngT (hhm- grsai tii^ 

' ?^ ^**^^^** **^*^^®* *^ 9 *r*^*®*^® beit ^;i 8 hes fw ] 
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ODinion 


The terror of the death squads 


Abu 


Jaber 


King Hussein and 


US policy 


Part IV 


Greetings to Jerusalem) 


IT WAS finally President Reagan who came out and said (hat 
American policy in the Middle East has lost some of its cred- 
iNliiy. This, coming as it did on ihe heels of an earlier 
statement by Mr. Shultz, added further weight to King 
Hussein's earlier stniemenis. The president, however, did 
nol go into the reasons for the loss of credibility, nor did he 
analyse its causes. 

Since the mid I9SOs. US policy in the Middle East has 
been both erratic and hesilnni. on the one hand, while con- 
tinuing its downward slide on Hie olher. The reasons for 
(his continually deierioraiing. often nol only crroiic. but bi- 
zarre course, -are nutny: some to be sought in the .American 
l^yche itself, others in the game of power politics, so new 
to the Americans. 

Up until its invoWemeiu in the Second World War. Am- 
erican scmimcni. by and large, was lo keep ii " hiinds-ofr' 
policy regarding world affairs. 1'he psychologicnl bases for 
this seniimenuit aloofness, culled "isolationist ' tendency 
or isolationism in .American parlnnce are many and varied, 
and must be sought in American individualism, and self re- 
liance. as well as in Ihc individual and miiional need lo de- 
tach oneself from his herhuge: from Eiiropi' and its entan- 
glements; from (he nanher cmintry. 

It was with a ceruiln amount of reluctance, perhaps even 
disdtiin. that the Americans took the mantle of world leader- 
ship 

Many Americans, until this day. feel that ihcir coimlry 
should stand aloof I’rtim wm id ciitaiiglemctttx. at itest Imp- 
ure and unworthy-, and that it should nuiintuin ihc image of 
a moral beacon to liunumily. 'J’his sentimentu) psychologictil 
compic.x coupled with the iiitcii.sv imliviiliialisin of the Am- 
mcricans and their itpcti democratic system, became a rich, 
virgin field for manipulation by the dedicaicd /.iottist lobby. 

In America, the feeling still prevails. Ilnii poliiicians arc 
nol clean: (hut decent people slay nwny from govcrnniuni 
and (hat (hey will pui'.suc their own private course of life 
rather than involve themselves in government and by impli- 
cation, politics. Such people may elect their rcpreseniaiives 
on the local, state, or national levels; in between elections, 
however, they keep their distance from government, its 
functionaries and politicians. "They ", the government, arc 
not always clean, and it Is better to keep away. Once agoin. 
a dedicated group with an axe to grind, has an open Field to 
manipulate, eventually, to control. 

This uncertainty as to whether they should or should nol 
involve themselves in local politics is. of course, more stark 
in the foreign arena. "Foreigners", by definilion. are not 
to be (rusted even if they live in their midst: If they live 
abroad, the curse is compounded. One barely tolerates fore- 
igners if they be neighbours, how or why deal with them, if 
they are -so far away? Surely, there is a certain amount of 
simpliricaiion. but the pull and push as to whether to deal 
wilh the world is there, causing hcsiiance. aberrance and 
leaving the field open to manipulation. 

"Democracy '* compounds this situation. In Arabic wc 
nave a saying that goes like this "If you w'am to confuse a 

person, give him a choice ** When the choice is wilh re- 

prd to the Middle East situation, the confusion is much 
less, for on the one hund. there is the dedicated group 
hamrmring-in its propaganda, and on the other, a void: no 
meaningful Arab presence, whatsoever. Democracy, among 
other things, means the election of different persons to the 
5Bnie office at various intervals of time: The most important 
ofnee being that of President of the United Slates. With re- 
gard to this officei two noteworthy phenomena have taken 
PlBce since the 1950s and the emergence of Israel. 

The first was the passage of the twenty-second Amend- 
ment to the American Constitution, limiting the president to 
two four-year terms only: the second is the curious fact that 
since President Eisenhower, no American President has 
completed, or been elected to. two terms of office. They arc 
msposed of either by assassination, physical pr chijracter. 
^PriheyfaUirilheefe^^ -hr.... w . ^ ^ ^ 

elementary fact of American pollUcs that the pre^ • . 
f'“®ni,5pends most of his first term getting acquainted with—w* 
!;* and its powers. Since the Eisenhower admintsira- 
IIP''* King Hussein has spent much time doing the acquami- 
•ng. By the time the new president understands our siiua- 
non. he is out of office. 


FINALLY, and by the end of last 
month, the elections in I'l- 
Salviidor were held. All reports 
from alt over the world described 
the elections as being run in 
confusion, under intimidation 
and wilh only a portion of the po- 
pulation taking pan in the voting 
for the new president of the 
country, a good part of which is 
under guerrilla leftists and there- 
fore had nothing lo do wilh the 
elections. And although the 
whole affair is regarded as a 
farce, the American Congress 
liHs agreed to give the Salvadoran 
authorities aid amounting lo 
something around $60 million. 

It seems that the aid is being 
given with the make-believe that 
matters in that turbulent, di- 
vided country of Central Atn- 
erica are heading towards a sort 
of slide towards democracy. And 
what democracy is it when the 
contest for (he presidency is go- 
ing to be decided by another 
round of electoral competiiion 
between the two winning nom- 
inees. namely Durate, the Chris- 
tian Democrat and D'Aiibuisson. 
ihe extreme rightist, to whom 
even the moderate Durate seems 
lo be no belter than a subversive 
weakling worthy of being terro- 
rized. if need be. 


The very fact that D'Aubuisson 
still has a word to say among the 
reactionary rightist feudai clique 
of (he Salvadoran rich influential 
class is an ill omen in itself. It is 
such people as D'Aubuisson (hat 
have been behind all the (rouble 
and all the bloodshed and terror 
occasioned by the split that Has 
divided El-Salvndor into (wo an- 
tagonistic halves: the terror- 
Itmnching overlords of (he coun- 
try. and the oppressed and terro- 
rized sector of peasantry who are 
sliffly righting back through the 
guerrilla warfare (hey arc waging 
in seir-defciicc. 

Il is with nn implied confes- 
sion that (he American New- 
sweek Maguziue of January 
]6lh. 1984 declares lhai owing 
lo the "benign" neglect of the 
American Administration, the 


Memorariclurn 


reign of terror has been allowed 
(n live on for nearly three years 
now. Does nol the very word 
"benign" in a way raise doubts 
as (0 the role foreign interven- 
tion on the part of America has 
been playing there in £1-Sa)va- 
dor. .A sort of hidden alliance 
has been going on between fore- 
ign capital investment and the 
agents of terror in the country? 
If such a hidden alliance still ex- 
ists. is It not working against the 
very interests of the party that is 
granting the Salvadorean regime 
financial aid? 

But what terror is this that is 
being referred to here? Let the 


By Henry Matar 


same i.s.sue of Newsweek Maga- . 
zine. 1 6th Januury. 1084 (cll 
the story of the ‘ ‘ Death Squads" 
in Salvador. On 16 December. 
'83. as the Magazine reports, a 
certain girl student of law at the 
University of El-Salvador and 
secretary-general of the law 
students association, Filomena 
Carlos by name, "received an 
anonymous letter warning her to 
abandon her subversive stu- 
dies." Simultaneously. for 
weeks "a clandestine ultra right 
radio station had been denounc- 
ing Ihe law faculty and students 
as disseminators of leftist lies." 
Eventually, one day. Filomena 
herself was dragged into a dark 
brown land-rover and was driven 
away. Nothing has been heard 
about her or about her abductors 
ever since. 

Vet. the following incident is 
more jypic,'il of titc atrocities 
committed by the Saivntlorcait 
"Dcuth Squads". Julia Rivas, an 
old woman from the town of Za- 
ragoza in central Salvador, was 
shocked to the bones when she 
discovered Ihe corpse of her son 
among a huddled heap of nine 
corpses thrown outside the porch 
of 4oragosa town hall. The nine 
peasants hnd been strangled to 
death, bui before ihnl the pool of 
blood that had gathered under 


Sad tales 


the corpses indicated that the 
victims had been subjected ic 
cruel torture. 

It was revealed after the in- 
cident that the slaughtered pea- 
sants had been involved in u dis- 
pute wilh the government's local, 
land office, which was controlled 
by supporters of D'Aubissoti. Is 
it only a coincidence (hat the 
same person who indirectly was 
held responsible for the massa- 
cre should be allowed to run for 
^the presidency of the country? 

Not it is not a coincidence, but 
actually a dirty vicious game that 
has been continually played 
against the peasantry and against 
any person who dares to lift a 
finger or say a word of protesta- 
tion. This game of (he "death 
squads" can be said to be played 
by two main types: civilian ruf- 
fians hired by private parties, 
and military men in civilian clo- 
thing acting as murderers on iin- 
official orders of their superiors. 

Ihcse superiors, like D’Au- 
bisson and his chief bodyguard 
in 1 982. Col. Jose Gonzales Su- 
villaga. seem to belong to (he 
same class of capitalist investors 
who find ready supporters among 
the military rightists or who pay 
money to professional experts of 
murder. The "death squads", 
under their patronage, have been 
responsible for mosl of the 
30.000 political killings which 
have been committed since 
1980. Naturally, none among 
the ruling central governmeni 
dares (o raise a hand against the 
culprits. 

<• 

Promises of seniunces of exile 
against the ringleaders of ihu 
death sounds have very rarclj 
been fulrilled. It Is ciihcr owing 
to fear of reialiutlnn or lo offi- 
cials being nccumpllccs in Ihi 
game (hot officials kuup silent. 
And It is such terror disseminn- 
tors or disabled sitters in the 
saddle thai haw been again um. 
again dominating the ccnini 
governmeni and (he army. 


an AMNESTY Inlernational report published 
last week said that one out of three countries 
is guilty of applying torture and inhuman 
methods of interrogation in its prisons espe- 
cially when dealing with political prisoners. 
The report described some of the "modern" 
and "highly technical'’ techniques, which 
have been developed to extract confessions 
and punish political activists. 

- ■ What caught my attention was the fact that 
almost all of these horrifying methods are 
used by ThiPd- World - countries located in 
Africa. Asia and CenlVM America. The report 
said that only a fraction of what'was happen- ■ 
ing in these countries’ prisons and detenDon 
camps is being leaked to the outside and it was 
suspected th'at thousands are killed every year 
as a result of torture or seefet executions. 

High on the list were countries with autho- 
ritarian rulers and solid dictatorships. The re- 
port describes events and facts, incidents and 
methods, but behind the whole miserable 
story is.a somber and sad reality. 

..-L-was reminded'-'r-'as'I Nyas reading-- parts of". 


prison later he had lost all his hopes and was uji; 
turned into a human wreck. When his com- ! j > ^ 
panions asked him how come he never wor-. ; ; i ]•: 
ried about British treatment before but gave; 
up under the torture of the national govern-: r ; ; i v 
ment, he replied: "When I was tortured by i;'iV. 
the British I never worried because they were 
foreign to us and were clearly our enemies.' li - 
but when T am abused by my own coiinlrymer II" 
then I have nothing to fight for and all my li- 
strife seerns to have gone in vain." ; 

There is another story about an underdeve- 
loped Third World with starvation and povert - «i:: ilvi^ 
striking it from all sides, with enemies frori, !i !ii V 
-the West seeking to sneak back into it lo con^ 
tFdr'hs resources and subjugate. its people' 
Everytirhe' a ^oup oC countries, are faced witl- 
an external danger 'tHey.;j:plly,. to the Uniter 
Nations invoking certain.clia:]!»ers of- its char-; L-'- 
ter and demanding swift action. Ar\d..yel tht- r-fr.'Si 
same group of countries -see it as an iiiterfer-'' if . 
ance in Iheir own intennal- arfairs if rhpi/ nc.' i 


^iheir c'itizens. 


bEVPt anu wiiu II 6 VC 1 — ----- 

even after he was tortured and imprisoned by 
the colonial powers. But when his country was 
independent and he had to oppose some of the 
government’s policies he was put in prison 
and tortured once again. When he came out of 


Sueft is a sad tale. Money spent and humar 
lives -wasted to protect the system and the fig4 
urehead. Science and human intelligence 
mastered only to create instruments of death 
and agony. If makes you wonder: what grim'.|;j:|r^M 


future awaits us all? 
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The children wijo bloomed 



Wliat* s next. . . ? 


Presents! 



By Kathy Rakish 
Star Siarr Wrher 

JORDAN'S CliLEBRATION of liilonuilioiuti 
Social Work Day had a special qualily Ihls 
year. II was dedicated to orphans and the 
children of martyrs and 650 oT them were 
paired with children from well-to-do fami- 
lies for a day of games, music, dance, good 
food and general good fun. The ''host” chil 
dren, who came from Amman's private 
schools undertook to accompany and look 
after the guests and to take care of the days 
expenses. 

The gathering was the brainchild of (he Gen- 
eral Union of Voluntary Sjociclic.s (GUVS) in 
co-operation with orgunisailons such as the llnyu 
Arts Centre. Their aim was to help eslahlish 
warm relations between children whose fate has 
deprived them of their families with more foriun- 
ale children who enjoy the security of a normal 
family life. 

The afternoon began at the Hussein Yoiiih Ci- 
ty s Palace of CuKiire. There was a little uwk- 
waidiiess at first as the guest children did not 
know what to expect from their hosts, and the 
hosts \vere lost in trying to find the proper way ro 
deal with their guests. But formality was soon 
forgotten and the children quickly became friends 

Once the children were divided into three 
groups, they were taken off to the Regency Pa- 


luce, the Grand Palace r; 
Motels for lunch. FjiiiiS'i 
provided u few 
nuirc simple faro. DuuH^i 
other cither with 
working the process oui i 

One bright and en«?e • 
Slur (hat he foliowd itif 
(he group in learnings 
right hand and his fwta 
as far ns he cmildgo 
food off the fewk. sowfei 
used my hand.'* he stf 
• ■ But not nwny of w aft 
strange and I laslcdtiWi 
my life before.*' 

liy (he time (he 
Centre it was clear thJi- 
The children blended W 
pTienl and the sitiBllupc'' 
formed into a world f«> 

The children madends;' 

as they swarmed BrouiH 

stepping on (oes. 
themselves. Wise 
with their suidenlssinfli_ 
to (he confusion and ^ 
place to slay put andp' 

When His Royal Hi|^' 
to attend the music an^ 
greeted with dcafci**^? 


i^Jenisalem Mcliu 
gram! setting 
diiidren used to 
lugdone way or ilie 
Aiheir hrsts oi by 
ikdrown. 

12 >ear old told The 
of (he rest of 
I’ld hh knife in his 
hi Ml. Bui that was 
S5dirficuh to lift any 

was looking I 
2%. then added. 
P™ - the food was 
uiliad ittver seen in 

J^'hiflthe Haya Arts 
•^W’HS a success. 

environ- 
j^hdiiiin was irans- 

J'Uuilc out of place 
pulling and 
/,f“6hing amongst 
Hher went along 
and ears 

ad arrived 
J Wogramme he was 
• applause. It 


in the Spring 


was very clear (Inil hi.s name was high' on the 
childieii's moNi fuvourilc person's list. 

Prince Ra’ud (old Tlic Star that such an occii- 
sinn proves that Hie luimun spirit is still valued in 
nur .society. He is hppiiig ilj^'lhu gallicring will 
repealed every there arc also 

plums to open n to care for. and 

direct the newly sibling*/M% >; 

lions between lhc i^Qw^im(^o.st.s. And . ;4,' 

dren arc ready for;Uffi>J(lca. They could 
checking pockct.s tcc ffift jfejjsure they hadh'^fokj' 
that small piece of adairafiis.'pC/^tr:'-'' 

their friends. " i* 


lha| small piece of ' 

Dr. Abdallah Al-Khaleeb^'^jkeciqir 
cuiive Committee for GUVf3ii^'diTh^.-Slar U^at oh 
the .suggestion of Prince Ra'ad< an ecc6nn(of the 
day will be published in a booklet as a guide to 
ways in which further relations between such 
children can be achieved and maintained. 

And as (he children enjoyed (he programme of 
music and dance the organizers looked forward lo 
a time when the orphans will learn to relax and 
enjoy ihcmselve.s with the same case and vigour 
shown by their hosts. 


^.bii^gVer is found 
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Come on, give It a try 
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There was a. turn for all 


Learning to have fun 
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analysis 

Israeli violation of Arab human rights,!?^} 


.“oL®,*’®’’* “ hunmn righls practices in the occupied lerrlto 

coipplkd by the American- Arab Anil-Discrimination Com 
niltlce, Washiiigioni Kifitirr 


Part II 

Denial of fair public trial 

Jordanian law as modified by Israeli mi- 
}ilHry orders is in force in the West Bank 
in civil and criminal matters, ns is British 
mandatory law in the Gaza Strip. The ad- 
judication of these laws has been left in 
the hands of the Palestinian judiciary 
which generally acts without interference 
from the military amhorliies. I•aiestinian .«5 
in the occupied territories who are ac- 
cused of non-security offences receive 
public trials in local civilian courts. Israeli 
settlers on the West Bank, however, arc 
exempt from the application of these 
laws. Instead they are subject to Israeli 
law. Israeli courts have been permitted 
to function to serve the settlers. In all 
cases involving Pa]cslinian.s and settlers. 
Israeli law takes precedence. 

All security offences — und lhe.se have 
been broadly defined to include a variety 
of political acts from possession of certain 
lilcyature to publicly speaking out in cri- 
ticism of l.sracM occupation policies — are 
handled by Israeli military courts, pre- 
sided over by a iniliinry Judge trained in 
law. Whether or not a Palestinian accused 
of a security offence is permitted lo be 
represented by legal counsel seems to be 
an arbitrary decision of the military 
prosecutor. In many cases during 1983. 


journalists are forbidden to travel in the 
West Bank or Gaza, while .several journal- 
ists who arc residents of the occupied ter- 
ritories are under town or area re.stric- 
tions which effectively prevents them 



OcmolLshlng Arab homes for the Jews- West Bank 
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'West Bank children lack fresh food and 
adequate medical facilities 

defendants were not represented by attor- 
neys and were tried without benefit of 
witnesses. Group trials, especially during 
the latter part of the year, were frequent. 
In one instance, 35 teen-agers were tried 
all.togelher without any prior notification 
't'6 their aUornyes or families. 

Military trials are generally open to the 
public, but can be closed at the discretion 
of (he authorities. Military regulations re- 
quire simultaneous translation of trial 
proceedings into the language of the ac- 
cused. which is Arabic for Palestinians. 
However, both prisoners and their atlor-. 
neys have complained that this requirem- 
ent is rarely observed.. Consequently. ' 
most accused Palestinians are unable to 
follow their own trial proceedings. In od- 
dition. prisoners have complained that 
they are forced, somotiines- under the 
threat of physical duress, to sign confess- " 
Jp«s in Hebrew, a language which most 
" Palestinians do not' understand. 

Palestinians have complained that the 
procedures 'of adjudicating appeals from 
military orders Under which land is’expro- 
'.printed for staled Security purposes by. tri- 
. buiials composed of mllitaiV officers do 
not provide an independent, Talr. review. 
' of land seizure cases. During I98J, there , 
were at least six new cases, Involving a 
lota] of more than 35,000 dunums, of the 
mllftary declaring land to B6 State owned- 
! ort; e.l^iihds. tltgt'-^hef e y^re' MP^rbper- fa- > ■ 
„,.gisti;atioh pa|;^i:k; 'ht'least ^BO.OOjO addl>^v 
"tionS'l dunums were seized foif; ‘militqry 
purposes, in most cases to bti'iliied for 
raeli settlements. Palestinians who 
claim ownership of seized land are all- 
owed 30 days to submit documents sub- 
stantiating private ownership. Pales- 
tinians and their lawyers have maintained 


that this period is too brief to permit 
adequate defence of onwership claims 
since often the necessary documents are 
only available from sources outside of the 
West Bank. Also, there are complaints 
thitt in many cases as soon as an intention 
to expropriate is announced, land is 
fenced off by the military, and orchards 
and crops are uprooted; no judicial rem- 
edy cxtsi.s for such destruction. 

Freedom of speech and press 

Freedom of expression is severely res- 
tricted in the occupied territories. Most of 
the Arabic- l.'inguage press is located in 
East Jerusalem, and thus nominally op- 
erates under Israeli law. Nevertheless, its 
reports and editorials are routinely cen- 
sored or e.xcised. Daily newspapers, for 
c.xample. must submit all copies to the 
Israeli censors at least 12 hours before 
printing is scheduled. If the majority of 
news items concern non- Palestinian iss- 
ues. as few as 10 percent of all articles 
may be rejected completely. If the news 
concerns political developments among 
the Palestinians, then as much as 40 per 
cent of all articles can be rejected com- 
pletely and another 20 per cent partially 
censored. 

The censorship record of the newspaper 
Al-Fmr illustrates the problem. For all of 
1983. a total of 28 per cent of all articles 
were ordered cut completely. Another 4 5 
per cent were so extensively cut that they 
became meaningless and had to be. drop- 
ped. Another 11.6 per cent were partially 
censored but useable. 2. 5 per cent were 
lost. Only half of all articles - 53 per 
cent — were passed without any dele- 
tions. 

Newspapers had been in the habit of us- 
ing a line of dots (i.e ) to indicate 

places where censors had ordered a sen- 
tence or phrase cut. However, in Decem- 
ber a new order forbade newspapers to 
run feature articles without any markings 
10 show ordered censorship cuts. Censor- 
ship became especially severe in March 
when authorities forbade publication in 
the Arabic papers of items which had al- 
ready appeared in the Hebrew press. 

■ TTie publication -of Arabic - papers was 
also suspended for varying periods. The 
daily Al-Fajr was closed for three months 
iQilpwing a January raid pn its offices 
during which security forces confiscated 
equipment , and supplies. The weekly Al, 
ordered plosed in August. The 
distrilwtion of all Arabic papers in the oc- 
cupjed territories also was suspended per- 
lodically 'fhrQughout the year. The weekly 
Af-Wahda was closed for nine months- 
_wth no reason given. On several occa- 
sions. Israeli soldiers confiscated- the pap- 
ers in East Jerusalem, apparently to en- 
.sure that none would reach the West Bank 
or Gaza clandestinely. In one case, riilli!. 


from travelling to their offices in East 
Jerusalem. Correspondents for Al-Fajr 
have been particularly harassed; two sep- 
arate cases in March and July involved 
correspondents being arrested and tried in 
military courts for distributing banned 
rending materials; during the July trial, 
lawyers representing the accused were not 



Arresting an Arab: a routine n^thout any 
reason 

permitted to talk with him. Three editors 
01 the paper were placed under travel res- 
triction or town arrest during the year. 

Educational materials, periodicals, and 
tooks originating outside Israel are rou- 
tinely censored for alleged anli-Jewish or 
anil' Israel content and for perceived en- 
couragement of Palestinian nationalism. 
Ill ““^•^orities maintain a list of 

all forbidden publications. During 1983 
he Arabic press regularly published addi- 

exceeds over 

J. 000 titles, whenever lists of new titles 

occupation au- 
thorltles have never made public a com- 
n«l^ publications which are ban- 

®“**J®*=* '■ange of banned 
been revealed in a report *'Is- 
■ P** Arab Publications- 

Mayor of Jer. 
n ^nvenlStl, ‘for the Fund 

• »k«. ‘be survey found 

that 25 percent were works of fiction and 
^ Palestinian writers; ail non- fic- 
deal, howeVer briefly, 
of-Nasserism. Zionism. 
•Sft “otomatically banned 

'2,av scholarly aKd factual they 

j Jbe possession of any one 
SL "’“py which are 


paper. 

Occupation authorities routinely enuge 
in mher practices which undermine the 
ability of the Arabic press to function 
freely. For example, editors and some 


Menibership in, contact with, or ex- 
‘be alms of the Pales- 
I Organization or its consti- 

tuent elements In grounds for arrest. Dis- 


play or use of the Palestinian n 
embmed colours is illegal K*" ■ 

^sselles or iialionalisl son^h.' ^ 

been grounds for arrest In ll- 
m Nablus in May. a PalesuS * 
rested and fined for posscssin^t^*' 
coinmemoraiing the 
? 5 y,^bmila refugee camps in 
1982. In January the BankorPefc] 
Caz.T was prohibited from publE ‘ 
annual report, presumably becS;* 
word - Palestine- would be nSS 
text. Mayors and council tnemter!'» 

towns have been specifically proSbwJ 

military government order 
siHiemcnis supportive of the PLO«t 
leaders. 

There are five colleges in iheoccJ 
erritorjes. four in the West BanS!^ 
m (he Gaza Strip. All were 
occupation authorities for varvinan^, b 
in 1983. Bethlehem UniverSyTi 
dered closed for two months in Novcffifc 
after students had declared a three-dii 
strike to proiesl the arrest of l^sjuJefii 
by the military; the students had betn* 
amed for interrogation regarding an(\ 
lober folklore exhibit which the auihDu 
ties said contained displays ofincinv 
materjals such ns. u flag, map, and*i, 
photographs. Bethlehem univcrsiiyenht 
had teen closed for 23 days in Marches- 
April following political demonsiraiiijft 
The university also was unofficially clow, 
throughout the autumn on accouni rfmi 
lilary roadblocks which interfered wn 
sliKlent and faculty access to the campus 
Military roadblocks and checkpoints 
used on several occasions at An-Niji) 
University in Nablus, effectiwly disrupt 
ing classc.s. 

During 19X3. the occupation amhtxi 
lies continued to require non-resisfem 
wishing to teach at West Bank andGii. 
universities lo sign a written dechuatiO! 
as part of their application for a uorl; (Xf- 
inil: this dccluraii*»n stales that applic4ni< 
will not give any support loicrrorislc^ 
nizaitons. und has been widely comijmii 
to be u renunciation of (he PLD. An ear- 
lier formula in the full of 1982 which 
mimed the PLO wus criticised by the ISa* 
an infringement of academic freedom. 
Ocloter. the military govcrnnienl an- 
noiinced that icucher.x at the Ulainicl'n- 
iversily in Gaxu who arc residents of iIk 
territory would be requiredioobtain 
permits the same us non resident facuhy 
Funds for the college were fr«Hen ii’ 
December in order to compel compliMft 
with the new regulation. 

Freedom of peaceful assembly 
association 

The occupation authorities do noi allo« 
public meetings of more than 5 
unless special permits are secured 
vance. This policy interferes .with dw 
ability of a wide range of labour, profess- 
ional and rraternal groups lo 
mally. No political parlies or other gr^ 
which the authorities regard as being 
tical are permitted. In addition. 
forces routinely conduct searches onn 
offices of unions and other associaiiojj* 
order to look for literature , 
deemed lo be “inciting.” The 
also prevent organized groups frow P 
blishing their newsletters and reports- 
example, printing shops •«> Tuikar^ 
prohibited from type setting material i 
the town's Youth organization. 

Freedom of reiigion 
Israeli military authorities 
tinely interfered with Muslirn and 
tian religious practices. On i,gu [ 
sions security forces prevented tns j 

ing of Friday congregational -praj« 

mosque^, jn t.qwns and refugee 
There, have .teen numerous 
authorities forcibly 
prescribed funeral rites. In July* ■ 
ties refused to lorn over , 

blus :Woman killed by. 

.until the family agreed to i 

rial according to restricllons 

the military government. 

iiig to Islamic Institutions has ^ 

priated without prior notice or 

tion. Israeli authorities' also iia i 

-■prpleoted -fCiigioiis- aitos’-froiih 

fie7s.' WoUgh^l tHe yealk 
nued to erode the rights of worship^ 

brort. In early December. 

pied (he Nebi Yusef Mosque in IW'. 
of Nablus and prevented MusliJJ 
entering. No effort to evict the ^ 
had been undertaken by (he end 
year. 


Punjab violence ignites unrest in India 


ByG.K. Natr 

THE GOVERNMENTS OF South Asian 
.rftuniries — either military or civilian — 
a?e passing through difficult times. The 
internal disturbances are growing una- 
haied In India the government is embar- 
rassed by growing Sikh extremism in the 
north- western state of Punjab bordering 
Pakistan. The Sikhs are demanding 
ereater political and religious autonomy in 
Punjab. Random shootings and killings 
have become a routine affair in the state 
vvhere the majority of the country's 12 
million Sikhs live. About 700 people are 
reported to have been killed and thou- 
sands injui^d while public properties have 
been destroyed since the Sikh agitation 
tegan in August 1982. 

The Sikh religion, according to Ency- 
clopedia Britanicca is a reformist movem- 
eni founded in 1 500 AD by a Hindu called 
Nanak Chand. He founded Ihe religion in 
order to do away with Hinduism's caste 
distinctions and other superstitious prac- 
tices. Guru (teacher) Nanak as he was 
known, instituted the religion by distilling 
iiindu and Muslim beliefs and drew con- 
verts from both religions. His work also 
held strong echoes of Hindu scriptures. 
The Holy Book ‘ Adi Cranth' also known 
a 'Guru Granth Sahib' compiled by the 
fifth Guru Arjun, has 6000 verses writ- 
ten in simple language (Gurmukhi) and 
.contains the teachings of every major 
Hindu and Muslim saint in India. Prob- 
ably this close link between Sikhism and 
Hinduism may be the reason for its inclu- 
sion in the Indian constitution as a sect of 
Hinduism. 

Punjab slate, known as the granary of 
north India, is also one of the most indus- 
trialized slate in the country with a popu- 
lation of nearly 20 million people. Punjab 
was divided during the partition of India 
and {^kistan in 1947. The Sikhs and 


Hindus whose mother tongue is Punjabi 
have been leading a harmonious life since 
Independence until August 1982. The 
density of population in Punjab is much 
less than that of other states like Kerala 
which has about 700 per sq.km. As it 
seems, the present turmoil in Punjab and 
other parts of the country is the result of 
extremism groomed up by the fanatics and 
blended with political colour. 

The Sikh political party which opposes 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's Congress 
party that rules the country, in collusion 
with a militant group of Sikhs under the 
leadership of a self-styled saint Sant Jar- 
nail Singh Bhindranwale. has resorted to 
violent activities. Bhindranwale for whom 
'Gun is God' is said to be the brain behind 
the killings of government officials as 
well as moderates who oppose terrorism. 
He lives in the I 7ih century Sikh shrine, 
the (^iden Temple at Amritsar with his 
heavily armed body guards and armed sup- 
porters. They do not leave the temple 
grounds for fear of arrests. The govern- 
ment forces do not enter places of wor- 
ship in deference to the religious sen- 
timents and that has been an advantage to 
the e.xtremists. 

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's govern- 
ment has teen trying to negotiate with the 
hardliners, who are reportedly rejecting 
the call for talks. Their religious demands 
which include a ban on the sale of to- 
bacco, liquor and meat in the vicinity of 
the Golden Temple at Amritsar: religious 
broadcasts from the Golden Temple on All 
India Radio, and permission to carry ‘kir- 
pan' (dagger) on all flights of the national 
air carrier were accepted in part. While 
the first two demands were fully ac- 
cepted, the third demand was accepted on 
condition that the 'kirpan' of certain spe- 
cifications is carried only on domestic 
flights of Indian Airlines. Carrying such 
arms on inlernalional flights is banned by 




Late President Sekou 
Toure — a man in white 


pllor’s note: CAMERON DUODU Is a 
MI f®* Journalist from Ghana. In (he 
follo>ring .article he examines the role 
lute President Ahmed Sekou 
Toure In Guinea’s politics. 

LONTON (ONS) — Ahmed Sekou To- 
ure of Guinea was the first ruler of an 
independent African state I ever met. 
His death, at the age of 62, has robbed 
Africa of one of her last real heroes of 
me Independence struggle. With 
AWame Nkrumah of Ghana and Ahmed 
Bella of Algeria, he was a leader 
ii® 'J?® prepared to throw everything 
Into the fight for freedom from Eu- 
ropean control. 

1 ^^ decisive moment for him was In 
1958 vriien he said *Non’ to General de 
Gaulle’s proposition that the French 
Colonies In Africa should transform 
metnselves into members of a ’French 
Commanlty.* He opted for full In- 
dependence. 

Overnight be became a hero In 
where I was a young radio re- 
lerter., Ghana was then Itself enjoy! qg 
'irat fruits of independence and It 
M-he was.ei^'oylng a tumultuous 
at -Accra airport that I first 
..■w Wstv -1 ' . 

'thing about Sekou 
t^^.Waq hli personal enarn. He had 
ha wire very fine. 
1 — elMost always 

' had • resoaant voice whieh 

effect OB the radio bar 
• his eonntryiiMn for hours oa 

that rf4l Nkrumak gave Sc- 
> uqulvalcnt of $11 mlH- 

‘@ yh«ah. seemed to ni pt the time a 







kt Ghana mk M 

hraUeem, tm ttme 



Sekou Toure 

was ordered to report nothing about Se- 
kou Toure or Guinea. 

However when Nkruroah was over- 
thrown In 1966, Sekou Toure not only 
gave him asylum but even accorded him ' 
the accolade of 'fellow Head of State* 
of Guinea. | 

Guinea lYas reduced to severe poverty 
in the early days of Independence, -due 
to de Gaulle’s anneyance at Sekou To- ' 
life -snyiag’ 'N ob*. When the ^French 
left Guinea' they took amy everything' 
they had < brought', Including tcler> 
phones vriilch thef UTcnehed from their • 
sockets, sekou Todre received some' - 
•Bsslslaace from the Soviet UbIm sad. 
the Roach. prees 'Circulated mellotous - 
.storlei that the Soviets were fcMIag 
spovr-plonfhs lisisad of tractors. . 
'Lator Moa Toure movedslo a loppro- ' 
ebeumiit wllh the West. . .• ' ‘ 

Ptesideut: Toure* s si^ttnjeathj- 

dmiai a heart operaftoa at Cldvciaad, 
Ohio, Ih Che United Siutes -.puts a 


the International Air Travel Authority 
(lATA). Another demand of the Sikhs is 
the transfer of 30 government adminis- 
tered Sikh shrines outside Punjab Id the 
Temple Management Committee. 

Apart from the religious demands the 
Sikhs also call for the merger of Chandi- 
garh, a union territory and combined ca- 
pital of Punjab and Haryana states with 
Punjab: a greater share of waters of inter- 
state rivers and merger of certain parts of 
the adjoining states to Puiyab. Indian 
slates were reorganised in 1956 exclu- 
sively on linguistic basis and not on reli- 
gion. In a secular democratic set up such 
as prevails in India all the religions enjoy 
equal freedom under the constitution. 
Now the Sikhs are calling for a state on 
religious basis. This demand however, is 
undemocratic and it docs not look like a 
thing that can be enforced by the govern- 
ment. All Indian stales and religions have 
proportionate representation in the Union 
Government. Sikhs are also hold pro- 
minent positions in the government; Just 
to mention in few: the President of India. 
Chief of Air Force and the Minister for 
Parliamentary affairs. 




cha Unify; Me Id bpThMat CehakrTla 
■.Mayrirfiliy u^tovh-'tfthhl^l^ 
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Himachal 
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Chandigarh! 

Haryana 


Punjab 



The Sikhs appear not to work for a com- 
promise and instead, resorted to terrorist 
attacks on Hindus. This In fact, has esca- 
lated (he violence into the adjoining states 
of Haryana and even the Indian Capital, 
New Delhi. The Punjab state, until it was 
brought under direct rule from New Delhi 
recently, was ruled by a Sikh leader of the 
prime minister's Congress Party. The 
Akali Dal. the Sikh political party, on a 
crusade to establish a permanent base for 
it in Punjab — to rule without opposition, 
is covertly reinforcing the militant Sikhs 
on a religious campaign to achieve the tar- 
get. 

Now the All India Sikh Students Federa- 
tion has also joined the fray. The 
• .students' militant group known as 'Dash- 
mesh Regiment’ has claimed responsibil- 
ity for the assassination last week of VN 
Tiwarl, a Punjabi poet politician elected to 
the upper house of the Indian parliament. 
The students federation which was ban- 
ned recently by the government because 
of its active participation in the communal 
violence and riots, has threatened the 
government with the killing of one VIP 
every day until the . ban is lifted. The 
students — so called educated and future 
rulers — well aware of the historical back- 
grounds and the set up of the country be- 
coming the tool of politicians and fanatics 
are indeed an obscure act, 

■ .' It is. s' bli^ bn the civilized society like 
• the university students if.they.believe-that . 
terrorism and .violence ' .coujd achieve 
them Oieir o^edtive and it is.a courageous* 

I ac.t. (hereby ‘hoy' would , te a^orned-.wilh 
honour.' 

The i'ndtah government at (his juncture 
should attempt to find a peacefhi solution 
to 'thik issue ;.ed(hout lubpiiUihg to ex- ' 
. (remisni. The-ultimate aim of the terror* 
Ists, -4^. a Sikh dominated' rule which is 
■just a . hair breadth away from seoession, 
the location of the state and the support- 
. ifbr'the exii’eniiistt.from abn^ need to be 
'abdounled ,fbc.! ,'Th6 opp 6 sicl 0 h parties^, 
just to ghtn iXiUti^ar are report- 

edly: stoking 'the* Already burping fire. 
’''*Tf^yMrt^^Jbln'fhU''governiiioat''to nnd out 
aprii^l;^ 

lead to' escalated communal 'unrest' iif the 
coudtry, 


Robbing 
our future? 

PLATO MAINTAINED that the child is 
the father of the man. and the Eng- 
lish Romantic poets celebrated 
childhood as an age of innocence. 
Coleridge, for instance, in his fam- 
ous cage theory maintains that the 
human child Is born with a greater 
knowledge of the Truth, and then 
its knowledge deteriorates as it 
grows up because it moves further 
awBy from the truth due to the pro- 
gression of time. 

I thought about these learned cele- 
brations of childhood, and I could 
not help but wonder if there were 
some conspiracy against our chil- 
dren — the children of the Third 
World. And if we agree that the 
children of today are the men (and 
women) of tomorrow, we should 
not find it at all surprising that 
some evil power is plottirtg some- 
thing against our future, our chil- 
dren. And I will hereby cite the 
evidence. 

A couple of weeks ago. Newsweek 
magazine ran an extensive story on 
the impact of war on children, and 
as you can well imagine the impact 
is for from being pleasant. Nervous 
breakdowns were common among 
the children of Beirut. San Salva- 
dor, and many other “hot spots." 

A little boy in Beirut, for instance, 
used to cry ceaselessly at the sound 
of mortar shells and explosions. 
And. since Beirut has these days 
has more than its share of bombs 
and bullets exploding in every direc- 
tion, the father went to seek help 
from a psychiatrist for his son. The 
psychiatrist's advice to (he father: 
as soon as you hear a bomb explod- 
ing, start laughing, This will leach 
your child that bombs are nothing to 
be afraid of. But whether the solu- 
tion suggested by the psychiatrist 
works or not. we can say (hat (his 
child, like thousands of this war — 
torn generation, are scared for life. 

The International Child Care fund of 
the UNICEF has also published its 
annual report on child care in (he 
Third World. The report states thai 
forty thousand children die of Iuiut 
ger every day in the Third World. 
Africa according to the report, is at 
(he top of the list in child mortality 
rate in the world. One hundred 
newly- born infants die out of each 
one thousand. And twenty per cent 
of children die of hunger before 
they reach age five. 

In our re^on here, Israel plays the 
most brutal role in ' terrorizing 
young Palestinian children whom it 
considers . the. avante-garde of the 
revolution. Just, last week, Israeli' 
aiithoritlte interrogated hundreds of 
children in t)iie refugee camp bf- Ba- 
Jat'a. When the .children refused 'to' 
co-operate, .' -armed Israeli soldiers 
started beating' them, injuring some 
of them and .breaking the arm ahd 
leu',‘ of 'some ■ others. Terrorizing 
.children seems .to -be - part of - a 
Well- planned ; .Zionist camp^gn 
aimed at destroying. -.our children 
psychologicBliy,' if not .physically,' ' ! ' ' 

Iran's Khomeini! seenu fo; be playi4g 
a, part' th thia conspiracy ‘against our 
future ^ 'sending: hundreds of !in-! 
nocent Iranian .children' to be killed 
in the' front . roW6 of the battle 

iwh| 

us,‘Qf‘;mir^futttro, and it Is. up (ovus 
.here: in the<.Tiiird 'World. .to, prevent, 
the cons4irat6rs;,lrqfn., getting 
svith'jtKeii; qri^esr 
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Janine Saaf 



‘ A pleasing dialogue between 
design and painting’ 


By Vaoessa Batrouni 
Special lo The Star 

FORMER textile designer Janin>e-Saaf 
has been holding her second exhibi- 
tion at the Alia Art Gallery this- week. 
Her further excursions into the me- 
diums of oil and aquarel have resulted 
ill a pleasing dialogue between design 
and painting that combines visual aes- 
theticism with abstract developments. 

Her experience and work in textile de- 
sign tHflcr ohlainiiig her art degree in the 
early .sixlies she established her own stu- 
dio I'ur hand primed textiles) has on un- 
dcniiible intlucnce on her prc.sciU work 
witki its emphasis on the visual rulher 
than the inlclleclu:il. 

Slinkins free from the rigid regime of 
fabric design she explores the polCiitial of 
the motif, and uses it ns a gateway lo an 
inner world. Via flowers, she reaches, 
through an outer form, lo a less graspable 
and disordered emotional arena. She ex- 
tends the natural construction of a flower 
into a chiffony swirl of colour and line. 

With the good eye of a designer she 
blends and balances complementary col- 
ours wnlh transparent and lightweight 
forms. Identity is tost as boundaries are 
weakened. Colours, form and perspective 
are melted into a psychedelic experience 
of movement that ‘runs off the paper*, 
and we are faced vrith profusion rather 
than* chaos, and a new beauty. Void of 
tensions and focal points the aquarel have 
the consistency or a fine material and 
resemble framed have the consistency of 



* ^ 











Fandltar scenes take on an air of aarealUy Her flowers show a designer* s eye 


a fine material and resemUe framed aba- 
tiks in their running colours and flimsl- 
ness. 

This quality is lost in all but one of the 
oil studies where a certain heaviness has 
been dictated by the medium iiseii*. Here 
the reality of the subject is eroded the 
close relationship between flower and 
background from which it is barely lifled. 
The structure and colour of the flower's 
petals are echoed and reinforced ^ a si- 
milarly structured backcloth. In one floral 
study the medium is totally overcome and 


Janijote successfully recreates a wash ef- 
fect similar to the Florales in aquarel. 

Almost half of the exhibition Is com- 
posed of representational landscapes 
wdiich are the artist's conscious effort to 
return to definition. Although a gallery of 
familiar scenes around Jordan, the most 
si^ssful exude an air of unreality and 
other worldliness. This atmospheric quai- 
Ryw conveyed through the thrown light 
off the bleached orange and pinks of the 
stonemre and the portrayal of the build- 
ings themselves, seemingly empty and 
•mysterious. 


Shamounki’s portraits show new depth 


i 


By Nfljwa Kcfay 

special to The SUr 

DIANA SHAMOUNKVs exhibition at 
Ihe Goethe InsUtuCe this week of* 
fers an exhibition of work drawing 
strongly on the Jordanian and Arab 
environment and heritage. Bedou- 
in portraits predominate but are 
supplemented by Arabesque style 
paintings of oriental villages . and 
mosques. • There are also some 
beautiful landscapes and flowers. 

Shamounki learned her basic painting 
technique from three artists. Her High- 
ness Princess Wijdan A]i.Mohanna Durra 
and the Italian painter Armando. 


Shamounki's early days with art started 
with the Bedouin paintings and the 
sombre colours of brown, blue, and 
dark oran{^. She used to supplement 
vivid imagination by going to Ucdouin 
areas and observing the faces of the 
people. 

, Diana's execution of . these faces on can- 
vas is much more refined, beautiful 
Rtid neat then the real faces, although . . j n , 

with lime they. are. becoming more na- Anger and Fear’ 
.t^ral,. and less bcautirully perfect. Her 
more, recent w^rks show more expres- 
sion and a new reality. Some such as 
'Anger and Fear* and they seem to 
Jump out of the frames. 

.Shamounki's work is showring an ab^ 
siract. trend and new soft colours, of 
^daip green, yellow, orange and inaure. ; 

'Recently site also has-; started to cOm- 
.bine the realistib with; the abstract, as 
•;fft Viewer Under the Arch'.’ ! 

• and ‘ (hb Mountain M(»que .-and many 
.dtVrS' of her scenery and landscape' 

, IMlniirigs. Bql 'sfie. remains a reserved 
lartisl' and her work is easily' com-- 
pfoher •■fbie; ' , 

' i Auogeiher her art continues to reflect, 
her own quiet, peaceful approach to life. . 

Htir delicale miniatures of mosques, vlll-, . 

^e.s and flowers are. a particulafjy clear- - 
dxpi;ossfun'b'r¥:''simplicTty ' 
uftspoilled by an inipredsinily sophisticated . 
tccjinique. , . ' , 


Her dasslcai frames add to the grace of 
her pictures, and give them a certain 

stamp, and her prices are very much 
with lo'the range rhosl art enthusiasts. 


Diana's current exhibition is the out- 
como of three years effort but she says 
she painlB for the sake of painting and 
n<K for money and she doesn't actually 
mind if her. paintings do not sell. 


• it* 





^ * 
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New trends 
in Algerian 
cinema 

By Reem A. H. Yasln 
Special lo The Slar 

OVER the past week the Cine Club 
has been daily screening ofAlgefian 
films. The festival started on Satur- 
day I I April and for five consecutive 
days gave Jordanian audiences a 
glimpse of a cinema familiar to very 
few people. Yet the glimpse gives 
showed an art quite distinguished and 
boasting several international awar- 
ds. 

Unlike any other cinema in the Arab 
world, the Algerian cinema started nei- 
ther on the purely artistic level nor on a 
commercial basis, ft stemmed directly 
from (he national struggle for liberatioo. 
and was used as a political medium lore- 
fleet and motivate heroism. Totally con- 
ducted by the state, it is an example 
contemporary 'agitational cinema*. 

The progress of the seventh art in Al- 
geria, falls into two rather distinct sisgei. 
The first was led by the school of pioneer 
directors, best represented by Mohammad 
Lakhdar Hamina and .Ahmed Rsihidi. 
The second school is led by a younger gen- 
eration of directors such as All Maze/ and 
Merzak Ailouache. 

The first generation of film-mskera 
produced mainly war films, or rsther ep- 
ics, reflecting the glories and heroism trf 
the national liberation war. It was a war 
that lasted seven years and coil the coun- 
try one million 'martyrs' — one tenth of 
Up. population. 

Most outstanding fllms of this iiags 
are: 'Wind From the Aures' and'Chrooi* 
cle of the Years of Heat’ — both directed 
by Hamina. The latter is the only ArsWe 
film to have won the Cannes FeiUvsl 
Grand Prix (in 1975). The Qm OuJ 
showed the film on the opening night of 
the festival. 

. The younger genoratlon of film makers 
rebelling against the monopoly of the war 
theme wanted the cinema lo reflect fte 
contemporary social life of (he country- 
Hence they concentrated on the individufll 
in his immediate surroundings, portray- 
ing his inner most feelings and his perso- 
nal reactions towards life. 

The best example of this trend are Mer- 
zak Allouache's 'Omar Gatlato* (reviewo 

in the Cinema Corner p. 30), 
MazePs ‘Leila and the Others' wnlcfl 
deals with the problems of contemporary 
v/omen in Algeria. 

In both stages of its dcvelopme^. 
young Algerian cinema has proj**” 
films of quality rivalling some of 
international productions. 
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fbe ‘Qalfl* as performed on stage 


The knights and their iadies take the stage 


By Pam Dougherty 
Star Staff Writer 

WHEN THE dancers of the Circass- 
ia Al'Jeei Al-Jadeed (New Genera- 
tion) club take the stage at the Royal 
(^turai Centre on Sunday 1 S April, 
all the men will be strong, brave and 
chivalrous and the ladies will be dig- 
nified, modest and graceful. They 
vnll, in fact, be giving artistic expres- 
sion to the most deeply held values of 
ihe Circassian community. 

The dances and the songs they will be 
Resenting have been part of Circassian 
c^iare for many centuries. This week 
Mohammad Abaza, Moaid Muwloud and 
Amer Dakhqan of the AI-JccI dance 
ifoupc spoke to The Slur about Ihclr 
^filing and significiinco. 'fhey snid that 
twr folk art druwx Us character from the 
wal and physical conditions wf their for- 
w home, the Cnuctixus of Koutlicrn 
kunla. 

region is mountainous 
^jbrficuU. with a harsh climate. The 
^le worked as horsemen and farmers 
they were often in conflict with neigh- 
^nng groups, and war was a permanent 


It is the Haliyaqwar who asks permis- 
sion lo start the evening and then invites 
the girls' supervisor lo dance. After that 
his job is lo make sure that each couple 
lakes Us turn in an orderly way. If anyone 
wants to leave the party for any reason 
they also ask his permission. At the end 
pr evening he once again asks permission 
to close the dancing and asks his original 
partner to dance once more. 

When the Qafa is performed on stage it 
is danced by six or 1 2 couples. The group 
stands in a semicircle, boys to one side, 
girls to the oilier with the musicians in 
the centre. 

The Widge is a group dance. U was per- 
formed berorc the men left lo war and, In 
recognition of the fncl that some of them 
would not’ return, the couples were oil- 
owed lo hold hands os they danced. The 
WIdge Is a gentle dnnee with the same 
Kimple steps for boys and girls. 

Toe dancing 

For fireworks in the dancing one must 
look to the Yaslamieh. This Is the ex- 
tremely demanding dance in which the 
young men gel their chance to prove their 


offers the chance for flrevvorfcs 


influence of these 
‘•M u ** ’'eflccted in the dancing. 

^ basic dance for festive 

i ® courting dince. it Is 

unmarried ;hbvB end. 


“ vywinng oance, «. ib 

family or 


strength and skill, with the implication 
(hat the best dancer is also the. best warr- 
ior. . 

Theidanoing Is fast and difficult and the 
dancer is free to improvise in his efforts 
lo outdo the other dancers — providing of 

cdursAthiil he rerhainS with accepted U- 
; mils: Tt is here that you see the spectacu- . 
lar Ibdps, tiilrns anclTesW , 

Aa<j it ia during the YaslatnljBh that ^ 
lean see the toe dancing that 
foature of Circassian dancipg- U » none 
,'only by men and ;;pleariy P*^“**?*®* 
idanciog iri.baUel W nmny^centunes. 'rte 
lorigid'of ihe step iS hot, known, but 


them said that it gives the dancer a special 
feeling of strength. 

With all the dances certain qualities are 
constant. For the men their dancing is an 
expression of manhood, and they must al- 
ways show strength and dignity. The 
young man is always conscious of the 
watching girls. He is susceptible to the 
young ladles' charms and tries to win 
their respect and affection by proving that 
he is manly. For their pari the young la- 
dies are tender, graceful and modest. 
There are no overtly humorous dances in 
the Circassian repertoire, but a girl is all- 
owed to introduce a Utile gentle humour 
as she flirts with the young man of her 
choice. 

The girls are famous for their ’‘wheel 
walk". As they move around the stage 
with tiny steps, they seem lo float. Their 
entrancing steps are matched by graceful 
arm and head movemciUs. 

The group says that the importance of 
horses to the Circassian men is reflected 
directly in iheirsteps.They say that 90 per 
cent of the fool and leg movements follow 
the movement of the horse. Chest and 
hand movements follov^ those of the ea- 
gle. the bird of the moiintnins. 

There will be other dances on the pro- 
gramme next Sunday, but they are not 
strictly traditional. The Shepherds' 
Dance, for example is a newly developed 
narrative dance about the life of a she- 
pherd but using traditional steps. 

The programme will also include a sel- ' 
cction of traditional songs. These fall into 
several categories. Two important and 
complementary types are the Nart and the 
Ghibza. The Nart are the songs of the 
warriors and talk of their brave deeds, 
their horses, weapons etc. They take their 
name from a legendary hero who wns 
called Nart. The Ghibza. is the "language 
of tears", and tells of tlte tragedies of 
war. It enables the' otherwise very res- 
erved men to express their feelings. 

The Ghibza have a special value because 
their references to war. major eventSi so- 
cial and political changes, make them an 
important historical source for a group 
which until recently had no written langu- 
age. 

Expressive 

Other soi^s cover a variety of special 
occasions. There are special songs for 
each separate partibf the wedding cer- 
lemony, for ' example when the bride is 
taken to the groom's house. There are 
war songs, vrorksodgs and when Mach- 
sima. a special drink made from wheat 
and. honey is available, (here are drinking 

'601^8.,'' t 

! lie beauties of the CiricMsian iangu^ 

. And expression in ihe love songs. Their 
. ,iwoi^ are i'very*. natural and ^expressive 
with a rich vocabulary that has noiequiVa- . 
tent[in any.atl^er fangua^. ' 

Htmiom-ipeitaiiidy fih& iU way into the 
Mdghig.. Ttere. songs about molhers-in- 
laWi . atHMit.ilsheraien who fail to' catch 
fintii abont jboastiW' hieo and al)out':mBiiy 
: Other. aspeclA of dc^T to-day lijfo. . 


One slightly unusual category arc l?i 
emigration songs. The Circassians let' 
Russia in the I9tli century because th..: 
were not willing Co live under Russian d 
mination. They brought with them mai,. 
songs about the pain of leaving home ai.i 
family. But these songs have no ‘conv>- 
lenienl' in the form of songs calling for 
return to Russia. For the Circassians. J 1 
dan has very definitely become home ai.' 
they have never wanted to go back- 


Dignity and grace are the essence of 
the dance. 


The eight pairs of dancers who will 1 :a 
performing at the RCC will be chose' 
from the troupe's total of 60 dancers 
They will be accompanied by a group o 
musicians whose instruments include fou 
accordions, two Baraban — the Iraditiona 
drum, and an electric organ which is use 
as a "second voice" to supplement th; 
music. 

The original Circassian accordion ha: 
no half tones, and has a softer sound thai 
the regular accordion; but as these ar>. 
now difficult to obtain the musiciam 
adapt the regular accordion to the tradi- 
tional sounds. 

There 'Was also a stringed instrument, 
similar to the Robaba, made with string* 
from the horse's (ail. But this is now vir- 
tually imposslUe to obtain, in its place thi 
mandolia, .a relative newcomer at onh 
400 years old. is someiinaes used. 

The Al-Jeel Al-Jadeed troupe wili be ap- 
pearing at the RCC as part of .the centre*' 
: new policy of presenting at leas^ one loca 
group each month. Thb troupe ;aees siict 
'performBDCes as a way 'both of keepin: 
vjheir ancient traditions alive and of shar- 
ing the beauty, and rlchness^F^theirToi 
klore with the -wider ’Jordanian cobimun 
.Uy/ ... • : 7 ' : 
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Amineh Al-Odwan: 

A revolutionary Jordanian writer 



j _ O'V CC w s ' C— ^ - ■J'Uio-aJCI ^ - j U , ^ c . 


Heat-Beating Powerful 
Coedness from National 


No need lo dream ol Niagara— National air conditlomn 
deliver the aame powerful coolness hushed k> whisper 
qulelneea. 

Even when the outside tOT^Mi^re dimhs to 50^ 
National's superb range of air condidonere givn jiou 
precise control ol temperature and hurriUty, all easy to 
Install, operate and mainWiL 

Insist on the name you can bust— Ndional. ' - ' 











By Najwa Kefay 
fecial to The Star 

-ALWAyS SEARCHING for 
Kii lost heroism in the perpe- 
ml slruggle, looking for 
nyself. aslring «*o am I. 
OiUg into the depth of my 
lift snd trying to hold the 
rtift of my ambitious soul to 
Kstfict my body to my desk, 

: siiand write all about myself, 
life sad humanity.*' The 
Maker is writer and poet 
traineh A1 Odwan, a Jorda- 
nian from the heart, who 
afi she has spent her life so 
hr, searching for truth and 
trying with all her capacity to 
jottte the defects in our so- 
(itiyand do what she can do 
ueorrect them. 

“But it’s a dream.” 
Affllneh says “my accompli- 
ihisents is the outcome of a 
Sfe time of struggle, but it is 
iiivial in our big, chaotic so- 
vAi, a drop in a sea.” 

Anineh is a philosophical hu- 
Du being, who looks at life and 
ledfily through a magnifying 
ius. She's sensitive and emo- 
tiaul, although she's gay and 
hff going, She is a philosopher 
iiwr my. she remains simple. 

naive. A generous, good 
hided. straight forward 
i^ier. but a revolutionary 

Siewys writing is her only re- 
her first and her last. She 
•Jill. to release all the energy 
up inside her. despite 
that these thoughts and 
reach very few people. 

few people rend my 
she soys not regret- 
“only the cultured people, 
the other writers like 
My cellar is stacked with 
^ books. But this is also be- 
^.^®***' weak book distribii- 
local distribution agen- 
t care much about dis- 
publications here 
Wn tecause il is not very 
for them, much less 
ifJr ^*^**®”' So even if an or- 
^ paraon wanted to read 
i»oks. or any other 
22™ wouldn’t find 

^.available at every book 

also feels that our 
Institutions, the 
Education, and the 
bodies do nol 
tJ-SSl" ®°couragcmenl to 

Avery great accom- 
Mr ® •^Of’danlan Ihin- 

^ in his 
known 

A - She says. 

WlS opinion, the 

“**4,4 mirtf* Jordanians 

she says. 

‘hese dlffi- 

t stop writ- 

' WbeS Ssn®®®^ ^hesB 
^ ’ «hrl to appreci- 

r- .understand 
book 
‘In 








Amlnah, a philosopher in her own way, yet very simple and 
naive. 


Those who write about Amineh A1 Odwan, all 
agreed on one thing, that she is a brave writer and 
an Idealistic one who makes no truce with the cy- 
nical 


•fc ;«rricj4de^ only last 
with’ 


'A Nation with No Borders.' and 
'In Front of the Barricades', 
which deal with the Palestinian 
Cause, from the humanislic and 
philosophical perspective. 

Amineh has been a reader of 
philosophy since her childhood. 

' * 1 read all the works of Arosto 
and Plato as well as the germans. 
the marxist and the existenlialist 
philosophers, in addition to Jean 
Jacques Rousseau and many oth- 
ers.” she says. Amineh also 
took a B. A. in philosophy at the 
Ain Shames University In Cairo. 

“Ever since she was a small 
girl, she has been reading 
books.” her mother. Opi Sultan, 
says. ' ' Books were every where. 

1 did not know where lo pul 
them. So I used to put them on 
(op of cupboards and under the 
beds.” 

But Amineh had other hobbies 
as well, she loves life and every 
thing about it. she likes to listen 
to the music, of. Belhhoven, 
Chopin, and Spanish music and 
she plays (he piano herself. 

She also likes to walk a lot and 
she used lo be a scout girl when 
- she was .at school. Amineh says 
she enjoy®*^ h®*” school days very 
much, although she wasn t the 
, first rariM^ ^ ber class, I ac- 
tually' lised to read , stories and 
novels during the class hour and 
my teacher u^ed to rebuke me 
for that”, but it was «, ve^ 
happy, secureltime in Amineh s 
llfp and she doesn't think It Will- 
come back again: # . : 



|K»s 


Amineh likes to be an active 
member in society and played 
some important roles. She parti- 
cipated in establishing the Union 
of the Jordanian Writers, and 
has taken part in many public 
discussions on how to improve 
the cultural standards of the 
country. She also worked for 
three educational and art maga- 
zines as a critic and as a writer. 


The ships lost their dIrectlOD 
The passengers are drowning 
No body can swim 

We drink from still waters 
The springs dried out 

On the surface 

Empty tinsi floating papers 

Dark tunnels, low arches 
When were you murdered! 
Who stole your guns! 

Who tied your hands! 

Who made you leave your 
country! 

As your only way of snrvivall 
The smell of rotten bodies 
fills the air 

the guard was sent to exile 
the thiijf was brought to guard 
the house 

the thfef Was robbing the 

house ' 

but they say, he’s guarding 

Itlll 

I. AndnebAI, Odwan 


Efforts 


WE ALL have our days when wc just don't fed like trying 
once again, but these usually blow away if they arc given 
lime. What continually amazes me are those people who 
make ‘not trying too hard' a way of life. 

There is a ncwgeneraiionof them coming up. Nowlhcyare 
in school but they are developing the habit early. They arc the 
ones who don' i make (he effort to study and then rely on crib- 
bing, or cheating, to pas.s examinations. 

They arc aided and assisted, even encouraged, by the tea- 
cher who doesn't care enough about (he subject he or she is 
teaching to do n proper job of it. They read what is in the 
prescribed textbook, repeat il in class, and then that is where 
then- efforts stop. If a student is actually interested in the 
subject- and would like to know more about it. he won't gel 
very far by asking the teacher because the teacher will Just 
tell him to 'read the book*. 

When examination time comes, students tell me, this same 
type of teacher looks (he other way and pretends not lo notice 
(hat some of the pupils arc whispering the answers to each 
other, passing notes back and forlli, or outrightly have (heir 
books open and are leafing through them to find the answers. 

If (he teacher doesn't care what is happening in his or her 
own classroom, then can we expect even the students who are 
inclined to do their best to put out their efforts Co excel at 
what they are doing? 

If these childien are allowed to slide through school in such 
a manner, (hen what sort of adults are they going to be? Will 
they be workers who don't care how they do their Job. or if it 
gets done at all? Will they be the ones who. when they know 
that the boss is coming, go into a panic lo try to get things 
straightened up before. Mr. Big gels there, or go into pseudo- 
indignation at the suggestion that they might not be perf^orm- 
ing their duties adequately? \ 

And the teachers? It is a world-wide phenomenon that 
there aren’t enough of them to do (he Job. that they are 
underpaid and overworked generally, but still (here are indi- 
viduals who care enough about their Job to do U right. And for 
this tifetime of dedication, they are rewarded by a former pu- 
pil that comes back to them to thank thevn for whet they have 
done. "That Is the best pert of teaching, to have one of my 
students come back lo me years later and thank me. Then I 
knowthnt I have not worked in vain,” one such educator totd 
me in- her retirement years. 

But the teacher that didn't make (he effort won'! have (his 
reward, little though it is. for tlie years he or slie spent. And 
the children who learn to get through the educational system 
with a minimum exertion may be learning to treat life in a 
similar manner. And what will they have to Idok back on 
when they have spent all their alloted years in this life? What 
.will a lifetime of chealing on examinations, whether in 
school or in real life Situations, shirking of work, do for them 
in the end? Ultimately, they have cheated themseJves. They 
won't even be able to say that they 'tried*. 


Would you believe it? 

RATS in New Delhi, the Indian capital are posing a problem 
by chewing up classified and other official papers, according 
to a memter of the Indian parUament. 

Kamal Nath, of the ruling Congress ( I) party, said that not 
only were the rats eating tons of foodgralns stored in ^vern- 
ment warehouses, but they were destroying claaslned do- 
cuments and this could cause problems for the government. 


A OOW called Primrose is curing a farmer’s baldness — by 
licking his head. Balding John Coombs, 56, who farms near 
Salisbury, south-west England, claims he made the discovery 
after the cow licked some cattlefood dust off his pate as he 
bent down. A few weeks later he no^ced that hair was grow^ 
ing In an area which had been bald for years. "Some fngre- 
.dient like lactic acid could be the magic,” he said. 


MARIJUANA was added to cakes served at a dance class for 
the elderly by a California dance instructor and his assistant 
Who wanted to liven it up, police said. Five members of the 
class,, rsnglng-lh'a^ from 60 to 66, later had to be treated at 
a Los Angeles hospital. 


-FOOTBAU^ Mike Bagley, , who ate the referee's note- 
book when lie w^ booked foi^ bad language in a local league 
match, has been banned for sU weeks by soccer officials, in 
Bristol, sdutb-west England. - 
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The also-rans 

RARELY DOES one gel a chance to' go through the vaults of a 
cinema picture producer, to see film footage that has never 
seen the light of day. In this way one can gel an amazing 
giimpsc at the way the great producers and directors worked. 
Of course, this also holds true for the not'SO-greal. 

I was eager, therefore, when I learned that Flash Studios, a 
well-known name among cinema buffs, was going broke. 
Upon seeing the notice of an auction of Flash's good.s, I 
rushed to (he premises to see what they had on file. 

rile display was a .sad history of also-rans. I was sorry to 
see how close they had come to success on so many occa* 
.sions. There was just somclhing ihul always kept them from 
iittMimng the c.xact formula for a hit film. Looking first ul the 
Adventure .section; I found a film that ought to have made a 
big splash if it had been done at the right place and in the 
right time. Centring around the adventures of a group of in- 
trepid physicists in their duHlh-dcfying .search for the basic 
particles of matter, it was entitled. 'Raiders of the Lost 
Quark.' 

Also under Adventure, there was un older film that I’m 
sure, would have Iwcn a hit but for a slight mistake in venue 
It was about an English army ofneor in World War I who 
joins u band of courugcoiis natives in their revolt against op- 
pression, and becomes a world-renowned, dashing figure. It 
was the winning formula; but the title just didn't have the 
right ring: ‘Lawrence of Brooklyn.' 

Under Sports. I found another sad failure. It was a stirring 
tale of Iw athletes who competed against incredible odds in 
the Munich Olympics of 1 936, and through faith and persev- 
erance gained a wonderful triumph. The film leaves the 
viewer with tears in his eyes; the heroes are competing In the 
long-disinhce telephoning contest, and the title is 'Chariots 
of Wire,' 

But it was in Science Fiction that Flash Studios excelled, or 
almost excelled. Because of theflr skill in this category, the 
movie makers ought to have been able to cash in on the surge 
of popularity in this genre: but even here, it was as if some 
curse hung over the producers and doomed their efforts to 
failure. The first title that caught my eye in this vault was 
reminiscent of a film pul out by another studio that had been 
a real blockbuster of a success. Flash studio's production, 
however, had a slightly different theme. It was about the ar- 
rival on Earth of a spaceship full of haberdashers and dress- 
makers from a distant galaxy — the title, of course, was 
Clothes Encounters of the Third Kind,.' 

Another S.F. feature apparently just didn't have enough 
action to catch the imagination of the public. Supposedly tak- 
iiig plan “long ago in a galaxy faraway." it told the tale of a 
i of virtuous rebels in their struggle against an evil Em- 
pt^Tp. This particular film was supposed to be one of a series 
of episodes that would tell the whole story on an epic scale 
But it seems that the producers chose (lie tvrong point In the 
mstory to start their narrative. They depicted the breakdown 
m relations betvraen the two sides leading to war, and called 
ihelr film Star Negotiations'. 

But 1 couldn't believe my eyes when I saw another canister 
offilm, marked with the big, bold letters, *E.T,' “Howcduld 
this one loser* I asked myself. “If Spielberg could do jt, why 
not Flash? My puzzlement vanished when I got a closer look 
at the latoL Flash Studios had done it again. This one was 
named ,.E.T.' — the Edible Television.' 




Folklore 

The Royal Cultural Centre presents an evening of Orcasslan 
folkdanee and song by the Jeel Al-Jadeed Club 
Sunday IS April at 8.00 pm. 

Efdilbttloiis 

The Cofthe Institute presents an exhibition of paintings bv 
Diana HnUbr ShaBounkl , 

Continues until Saturday 14 April 

Thie Frencb Cultural Centre presents an exhibUidn on Claude 
Berdurdi the founder of modern physiology. 

Monday 1 6. April until Monday 30 April 

The Alia Art Gallery presents an exhiblllon of work bv 
'Youssef A1 Baduwl 

Thursday 12 April unlii'Thursday 19 A|Jrll 

'.'Lecture ■■■. 'Vv'"-'-''?. 

In co-operation with the Gerrhan Eirungellcal Institute for Ar- 
chaeology^ the Goethe Institute prqseqta a lecture .^Uii 
slides by lYofessor Dr Siegfried oil The ITpaography 

of the Battle of Qadesh at the Orbitles, j:..' 

- ' j ■ 'I • i' y .■ • 

Monday 16 April at 7.00 pm^ I] ;1 \ 


Amman’ s young minds 
test their strength 


e To know your lesson by heart 
is one thing, but to lest your 
knowledge with peers from 
anolher school — und with a 
huge audience ns wilnesse.s — is 
quite n dirferenl story. 

This is whal the Tnwjihi 
classes of the Frere and Rosary 
Colleges experienced last Satur; 
day at ihe Rosary auditorium and 
the students mel the challenge 
with great success. 

The compelilion was the idea 
of their English leachers. Sister 
lldiphonsc and Yu.s.sef Suwivan of 
the Rosary College and Brother 
Julio of (he Frere College. By 
utilizing such a lechniquo they 
hoped to give their students a 
final ‘mental kick' before they 
have to face their final examina- 
tions. The students were divided 
into several groups and took 
turns at the question and answer 
sessions. Altogether 50 ques- 
tions were exchanged between 
the two crews. The questions, 
prepared and compiled before- 


Lana Al-Tayyab 


hand by the all-knowing tea- 
chers, concentrated on the 
George Orwell’s 'Animal Farm' 
which forms the core of the cur- 
riculum. 

The questions ranged from dif- 
ficult ones such as 'How can you 
prove that Clover was a motherly 


Eajoying the competition arc, 
from left to right, Ro.sary Col- 
lege Secondary Grades Principal 
Sister Raymonde, Freres College 

and clever mare" to easy ones 
such as “ Whnt was Benjamin's 
philosophy of life". It must hove 
been because the most difriciili 
ones were directed at the girls 
that they were outwitted by the 
boys, the final results being 20 
out of 25 for the boys and 1 6 out 
of 25 for the girls. 

The majority of the audience, 
who were the Rosary girls of the 
secondary grades, prefered to 
concentrate on either booing 
when the boys came up with 
another mark to their record or 
applauding with all their might 
when their friends did a good 
job. And enjoying their time, 
they did not even conceal their 
delight whenever Brother Julio 
literally flipped a coin to decide 
on which member of each group 
was to begin the questioning. 

But, after the hour and half 
long compelilion was over, there 
were no bad feelings and every- 
one settled back to enjoy the pro- 
gramme of song, dance and mu- 
sic that followed. 

Provided Jointly by the Frere is 
Band and the Rosary girls, the 
programme included nine Arabic 
and foreign dances by the girls, 
and songs in both languages by 
the boys. Star of the programme 
was Lana AI-Tayyab who sang 
the Charles Metropolis' song 
“Deir Yassin". Wearing a tradi- 
tional dress and singing with a 
high, clear voice, she led her au- 
dience to join in and was soon 
overwhelmed by their enthusi- 
asm. 



Films 

: toon'rnmS'from 
Tuesday 17 April at 4.00 pm 

•Wednesday 1 8 April at 4.00 pm 

Saturday 2 1 April at 4.00 pm; 

. At the Royal Cultural Centre 
The Jordan Cine Club presents the Czechoslovakian nim 

Monday 16 April at the Royal 

' ‘Features 

' films On: Germany"®**''"^ documentary 

: Wadnesday lS April at 8.,pp pm; 

■ All.; 


The Friends go boating 



Principal Brother Rafa'«j ud 
teachers Sister Atsnas. SIstii 
Fabiola, Sister Aline and Dglil 
A1 Majaii. 

The students \wre noi iheonl) 
ones to enjoy the day. for lie 
principals of the i\ra schools. 
Brother Rafa'el and Sister Ray* 
monde, along with a chister el 
teachers and nuns applauded as 
enthusiastically as the studenis 
Both felt it >ras activity 
worth repeating in the futuK. 


• The Indian Ladies of AmnuD 
also got together this week and 
held a meeting at the hornet^ 
one of their members, Mrs 
Patel, President of the group 
Mrs Maqjo Santoshl said iti«y 
followed their usual custom of 
keeping the morning leas simple 
and concentrating their attention 
on planning their activllies for 
the coming months. 

On special features of theif 
activities is that (he ladies trvto 
avoid falling into a routine. Mri 
Santoshi says they will 
anything from a visit toa factory 
to a picnic in the country. Shr 
was also anxious to discover 
what special talents the ladies 
have and to get them to sbaie 
them with their fellow members 


, Sunday' is Ajiyil at 7.00 bin 
1 Wednes^y Iff April at 8.00 pml 
Thursday 19, ^prll pt 8;0()'pm,<' 


1 

Monday :! 6: AprH'at 4^^^ t; 


,D • Jordanian graduate student 
Naser Tahboub has been wlnninj 

i. high praise for his academic and 

a diplomacy skills in Aiwrlci 

1 . Naser is working for a P 
n political science at Duke 

ersity in North Carolina add lo« 
on the extra task of coacnlnga 
group of twelve Duke UnlycfSliy 
students who took part m 'a 
second Annual National 
Assembly of the Uague of AW 
States on 20-23 March tiu5 
year. 

The Duke team which 
sented Jordan and Saudt Ara 

in the competiUon succeerkom 

winning a total of four awrd 
for their work, twice the nuaiwr , 
won by the next two unlve«i»« I 
Georgetown and Suffolk. E 

The assembly gives l^enlW , 
diplomats the chance - 

their skills and 
given for thoroughness of f P _ 
ration, diplomatic skill 8“* ^ , 
ticity in representing the J . 
of the assigned country 
professional diplomatic w 
lour. .. 

Dr. Ralph Bralbaall who 
James B. Duke Professor of 
tical Science at Duke. 8iio 
supervised the groups 
Hon for the compeution./S|Wj^^ ; 

. Naser out for specif I 

said mucH: credit for . 
sucwss “should ffo I® 
Tahboub whose .advance lnsir ,| 
tion was tijorough apd wb^^| 
vice on the floor 
: typified the best in the 
;pf dlpldinacy.".,;- \ V,.l 


• Roaiins with the Friends of Ar- 
Jhaeology? An unlikely pro- 
Sy% might think. But when 
Z start on a trip with the 
Sends you never know what s 
ooiins - as one group found 
wt on last Friday's trip to the 
Iordan Valtey. 

The trip began conventionally 
enough w'th Dr. Jonathan Tubb, 
ftho is both Curator of Syro- 
Paleslinlan Archaeology at the • 
British Museum and honorary se- 
cretary ofthe British institute at 
Amman, in charge. 

Dr, Tubb and his team have 
hen working at Tell Umm Ha- 
mad ia the valley and are parti- 
cularly excited about the Early 
Bronze 4 (EB4) tombs that they 
have excavated. 

i!e says they intend to look at 
oery tomb on the site, both for 
ibeir arehitectural features and 
iheir contents. 

Dr. Tubb said one tomb in par- 
ifcular is of great interest. U is a 
sn^ll pit burial, lined with 
sioncs and capped with iimes- 
i^e slabs and containing two 
iVeletons. He says many similar 
iombs have been found on Mid- 
iSe Bronze (MB) sites in Pales- 
tine. Syria and on the Euphrates. 

M the Umm Hamad tomb is un- 
nisiakably EB4. 

He believes that the EB4 per- 
iod is Ihe most enigmatic in ihu 
sncieni history of the Levant.. 
Ihe EB 1 -3 saw the development’ 

<T flourishing urban societies 
Ailh extensive trading in oil. 
Aine and other goods with 
E^l. There was a sharp change 
wh the EB4, Cities were abnn- 
iloned end there is a notable 
()i3age in lifestyles. Burial prac- 
lices change, pottery and mcl- 
ilViOrk is simpler and cruder. 

He attributes to the I£B4 dc- 
diae to a series of complex in- 
duoing the economic collapse of 
^ Old Kingdom in Egypt. 

ft;. Tubb is not happy with the 
uaduional interpretation of this 
wnod which attributes much of 
^change to the influx of new 
Nnnic groups. 

the current finds 
lend support to 
ihrn u .i” ®thnic continuity 

^8ting? That came as 
w of the informal side of the 

iiS be- 

Zarqa River, ACOR 

McCreery and his 
Wiy:ttjilch included Ruby Ap- 

lina decided it was 

adventure. They 
*0 explore a new roaa\^ 

‘o'iSc nsi 8®‘ 

i^ereVJS road led now- 
’^more of 






nanist Erik Berchot with, from left to right, his mother Ma- 
dame Marie Berchot, Natla Nasr, Mirellle Ayoub and Ray- 
monde Nasr 


rapids but 
I iHish ®nd accept 

fC -rS|« B* Moore and 

PUty 6f party helped a 

;n‘aiE the Zarka River was 


going to be home for the night. 
And nil the adventures got was 
very wet feet. 

* * « « 

• Pianist Erik Berchot gave a 
spectacular farewell to the 
Amman community Wednesday 
evening 4 April at his gala per- 
formance at the Amra Hold. 

1'ho concert of Chopin music 
was attended by many members 
of the French commiinily as well 
as the man responsible for his 
debut in Amman during the Eu- 
ropean Community Spring Fes- 
tival of I 98.3. Thomas O'Sulli- 
van, who is the Delegate of (he 
European Commission in Jor- 
dan. Ambassadors and diplomats 
from Turkey. Australia. Cliile, 
West Germany and Greece; and 
Jordanian socialites, were also 
(liure to support the fund raiser 
which was for the Society for the 
Nurses Training School in Jer- 
usalem. 

The .scrumptious snacks served 
at the end of (he concert did not 
necessarily mean Berchot's 
talented fingers had ceased 
entertaining (hnl night. Hard- 
core piano buffs were treated to 
a private half hour encore per- 
formance; many of them sitting 
around the artist on the stage. 

The event enjoyed a success 
that did not end on Wednesday 
as organizer Mireille Ayoub has 
now had at least 1 1 offers of 
sponsorship from various bu- 
sinesses to bring the magnifiednt 
French classical pianist back. 
And thanks to Berchot's musical 
magnetism the Nurses Training 
School has seen a large reduction 
in its deficit. 

• t » • » 

• British Ladies of Amman Pre- 
sident Mrs .Pat Bailey had the 
pleasure of welcoming twelve 
new members to the club at their 
monthly meeting this week. The 
ladies then had the opportunity 
to learn about the activities of 
UNRWA in Jordan. 

Guest speaker Mr. Per Olof 
Hallqvlsf of UNRWA talked 
about the work of organization 
since its beginnings in 1 948. He 
showed a film about a day in the 
life of a Palestinian family living 
in a camp. 

After enjoying their tea and 
coffee, the ladies also spent time, 


on making arrangements for 
their annual May Fair which is 
rapidly becoming an Amman in- 
stitution. 

• In Jordan visiting friends this 
month are Janet and nillllp 
Dasliwood who hail from I^von 
in England. The pair have com- 
bined their visit to Julian and 
Sue Downes with a fairly energe- 
tic programme of sightseeing. 
After louring the Amman area. 
Jerasli. the Jordan Valley and 
Madaba. they managed to fit in 
three days on the West Bank. 
Their particular pleasures were 
walking around the ancient 
streets of Jerusalem and being 
able to buy Hebron glass from 
Hebron itself. 

And, of course, they took (rip 
south to visit Petra. Using the 
Petra Forum hotel as a base, they 
managed to see Wadi Rum. 
Aqaba and Petra itself. 

They say they have enjoyed 
their stay very much and will be 
taking home some vdry interest- 
ing tales about Jordan which is 
Hie first Middle Eastern country 
they have visited. 

» • II » ft 

• The American Community 
School's skiing (rip to Switzer- 
land last month seems to have 
provided, some excitements, 
good and bad. The good news is 
that quite a few members of the 
party managed to win prizes for 
their skiing skills during the 
trip. Jim Oakiy won a first prize 
while Tim Shngert, project man- 
ager of the Zai water treatment 
project and his wife Sharon, and 
Pamela Doscb her husband and 
their children Don and Danielle 
were also among the successful 
athletes. Not so lucky were the 
pair who went home with broken 
back and a couple of broken legs 
between them but it seems the 
injuries are not as bad as (hey 
sound, 

Luckily Pamela Dosch was a 
prize winner and not a casualty 
as she had arranged to on from 
Switzerland to attend the confer- 
ence of American Womens Clubs 
Mdilch was held in Ireland this 
year. Pam was accompanied by 
fellow club member Rebecca 
Said. On her return to Amman 
she presented a report on the > 
meeting to the American Women 
here. 


people 
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Unwittingly, Palmer stepped out of 
the lungle and Into headhunter folklore forever 


taster :§iljoppms t.\l)iLiition 
at the Amman Marriott Hotel 
17 - 20 / 4/84 . 

The Best Quality 
Of Every Thing 


Pis Call 39279- Amman 
For Further Details 
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AS'^(3rkids 




^ Henry Arnold 


Week commeuciDg 12 tb April, 1984 


j^pRlCORN -December 
IrtfoJaaoBry I9lh 


This Wflk. Star Kids* received this picture which was painted jointly by Mary Deklba and 
Yun Dekiba. Mary and Yuri join the International Community School. Thanks you very 
much Mary and Yuri for your contribution. 
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What 
is a 

traveller’s 

tree? 

THE TRAVELLER'S 
Tree (Ravenala 
madagascarlei^sis) 

Is native to 
Madagascar, and 
groves of It are cul- 
tivated In the Islands 
of Mauritius 
and Java. 


A '•Traveller's Tree.” 

It Is a magnificent palm-llke tree with gigaaile 
leaves extending from the stems on two oppo^te siilei 
only, In the form of a giant fan. lliese leaves, hWA 
Invariably point north and south, store at their baa 
quantities of liquid, and, when cut, pour forlh abiD- 
dant supplies of watery but somewhat uopalitabh 
paid which may satisfy a not too critical tbJidi 
traveller. 

The old story that these trees sometimes appear li 
nUd-desert Just at the opportune moment to sawth 
if* ?! V** P*rch«d and almost exhausted travellefi 
should, however, be accepted with caution and sow 
doubt. 

ll so happens that the Traveller's Tree cannot floi- 
rish unless It grows In marshy, or well-watered, soil. 

A somewhat similar species of palm, known isibe 

Traveller's Fountain," Is to be found In the Midij 
Peninsula. The long, strong stalks of the leaves 
much used by the natives for building and other par- 
poses. 


TAURUS — April 
lift to May 20tb 



GEMINI -May 
Unto JiaeZOlh 



You should find lhai both friends and relatives are very 
co-operative during this coming week, enabling you to go 
ahead with plans which you may have in mind for a 
weekend outing. You may find that this is a rather ex- 
pensive week, more so than usual, so try to economise if 
yort possibly can. The evenings of this week could prove 
to be best both for opportunities and enjoyment. 


You could afford to push ahead with your ideas now. 
for a clear field is in sight, and you should make your 
point with a member of the opposite sex. Your optimism 
could be very rewarding during this week, and afford you 
the opportunity of making a change. There should be lots 
of fun ill store for you in the very near future. Where 
your finances are concerned, you may find that you need 
to watch your expenditure. 


Arrangements may have to be changed during this] 
coming week, because a friend fails to come up to expec- ' 
talions, but don't worry, for this should only be a tem- 
porary measure. Try not to appear too light-hearted when 
you are in the company of a rather serious friend of the 
opposite sex. for they may not appreciate it at this ;tage. 
By giving your confidence to a near one in a problem 
which you may have, you could benefit very much ^ 
their experienced advice. 


An affair of the heart which you may have been worry- 
ing about of late, should now start to get a move on to 
your advantage. There could be some talk in the air re- 
garding a change, possibly of residence, but be careful 
not to commit yourself loo deeply. This could be a week 
of organisation amidst a very good atmosphere. Friends 
and relatives alike should be in complete agreement with 
your ideas, now and much more co-operative. 


This would appear to be a week to economise, and so 
remember to cut your suit according to your elotb, for 
you cannot afford to take chances. The absence of a 
working colleague could give you a chance to make some 
extra headway with a rather difflcuU superior. Past com- 
plications should now start to clear for you. and a loved 
one could make a very sensible suggestion which you 
would be very well advised to follow. 


Be guided against letting your personal affairs interfere 
with your working conditions, for this may not be a grad 
time to lack concentration. You may find yourself playing 
the role of peacemaker during this coming week, 
amongst some rather quarrelsome people around you. Be' 
determined, and this could prove to be an advantage to 
you A secret wish of yours could develop surprisingly 
well this week, but don't let the Hnanciai side worry you. 


CANCER — June 
21st to July 21st 



LEO — July 
22ntl to August 21 s( 



VIRGO — August 
22nd to September 2lst 



During this coming week, your mind should be full of 
personal affairs, and later on, you should be feeling 
much easier regarding your finances, bringing with it a 
relaxing weekend. Beware of making impulsive promises 
regarding your emotional feelings. Think curefully about 
suggestions made to you by a loved one. The indications 
lire that a visitor is likely to arrive at your home some 
lime during this week. 


A recent interest could become of paramount impor- 
tance, and you should be able to further it through the 
co-operation of someone very dear to you. You should 
be delighted with a gift which you receive during this 
coming week, and be most surprised at the generosity of 
a relative whom you thought you had lost touch with. You 
may find an influential person seeking your company 
now. which could lead to a very promising association. 


Y'ou could find yourself getting your own way more 
than of late, with the consequence that there is a definiie 
st improvement in relationships. Try to avoid over-cx- 
citement during this week, and get in all the rest yuu 
can, and you will find that this is an enjoyable period. 
The end of the week could hold the realisation of an im- 
portant wish regarding a member of the opposite sex, 
which could prove of great satisfaction to you. 


LIBRA — September 
22nd to October 22nd 



SCORPIO — October 
23rd to November 21st 



SAGITTARIUS - 
November 

ZZnd to December ZOth 



The promise 


A Strange man passed by three handicapped men, a blladiiian, an al- 
bino, and .the third born and remained without any hair on his head. 
This man felt pity, for them and decided to help them. The strange man 
prayed to God to cure the man-wlfh-bo hair and asked him to make a 
promise and that was, .not torfdrget the days of suffering. 


Hamdaa Al-Hal 

Then, the strange man saw the al- 
bino. Because this 'man had a dif- 
ferent colour of hair and eyes, he 
was rejected and isolated by both 
relatives and neighbours. The 
i .strange man asked him why he- was 
I so lonely and ostracized from his 
! own, society. 

"It is because 1 am abnormally 
. light in colour — it hurts many 
even to look at me. I wish ] had 
black hair, an olive coloured com- 
plexion with dark brown eyes,!* he- 
sighed. 

" I can guarantee yoO this through 
a prayer to God, the Almigihty Pro- 
vider," said the strange man.- 

"God is my only hope for cure,*' 

- said the suffering man. 

J.'There is one promise that you 
have , to keep once you are cured." : 
said the strange man, and that Is 
never to forget these days of suf- 
fering, these days which have been 
: 59 gloomyand depressing to you,"' 

' "rii keep this promise 'as long as I 
live, for how can I ever forget this 




paiimf-^being different and cast out 
from my fellow human beings?’’ 
the, emotional reply this man 

gave. 

The strange man was moved 
hearing atraut the pain this person 
was enduring, thus he offered to 
help the albino, through praying to 
God. 

'■ The stran^el man raised his 
hands . towards heaven, and. 
prayed. At once the man had natu- 
ral colour in his hair and eyes, and 
also was given' a number of sheep 
Unfortunately, as the once albino 
became richer and richer and more 
prosperous, he forgot his promise. 
After curing the albino, the 
strange man approached the blind 
man who was very quiet. He ob- 
served someone apprp'achlng to' 
this, blind man. and mAlkiiig a rijde 
remark; . to which the 'Wind man 
burst out weeping. '’Would ydu 
like me to help you;To'get rid of' 
this blindness?;vask?d the^sirange'r 
inan. ,'The VWifid' Man ' s'arcw^^^ 
told him thqt spCh a tbitig ooUldhpt: 
'be done PnJeils:^ miracle.ha^ 
tp.te cortti'hie^ 


lit's a recot^ 
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Tkirsiay 12 AprU 

Birthday Greetings to You. During the summer months, 
iw ouy be retber irritated by the heavy demands made on 
lime ^ both your relatives and friends, bul (his will only 
.^01 short duration, and from (ben on, you should find 
j^lfbeginningoae of the most interesting phases of your 
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^re money is concerned, things look fairly good, with 
t^Jportunilies for increase in salary. An unexpected 
pit of nnoey, elibougb welcome, vrill not be large enough to 
PM you out of a wild spending spree. 

Some travel in excess of your normal routine seems very 
^ ibis could bring pleasant and varied weekends, 
toe roach needed relaxation which is so essential to your 




P^Uay 13 April 

Bjrthdiy Greetings lo You. A love affair which is going on 
you may not be looked 00 favourably in the family 
you would do well to ignore unkind words from 
Who ^Id to break this up. Take great cere not lo 
malicious gossip, and if you trust in your own judg- 
is DO doubt that you will gain complete bappl- 

l^hday greetings this coining year should take on a 
new significance, for you could quite easily be 


!S Ml!?®**’** openings financially, life 

more rosy euid you will have a greater feeling of 


to You. Throughout the coming year. 
^bers '3 and 7 will Hgure largely in. a most fortunate 


' connected wiljti a love affair or someone very dear 
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business i? largely' due to 
wi. Thf^ - constant attention at all times lo your 

authority will be impressed very 
'1(1* dfforis, and you should reap the benefit Of 

!kc ko^ss of a very dear-friend ok relative may be 

smau fanMly celebration tdwwds the end of 
a; ^ be'had b^ ail tbO|e 
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Charts 


Sunday 1 5 April 

Birthday GreeUnp to You. 
A member of the opposite sex 
who is rather sensitive could 
be just a little touchy during 
(he next six months, and it 
would be easy for a silly re- 
mark from ^u to be mis- 
understood, causing compli- 
cations which are unnecess- 
ary if you watch your words 
with more care. 

An opportunity could arise 
for you to travel with 
someone you are fond of, and 
although (his may cause a lot 
of jealousy from a friend, you 
should not be put off, and you 
must do whatever you feel is 
(He best thing in the circum- 
stances. l^s trip could deve- 
lop into a serious romantic at- 
tachment,^ so U would be vnse 


You Will find that prosper- 
ity could quite definitely be 
linked up with travel for you 
this coming year, and 
be very foolish to waste this 
S 5 portUjdiy :^ich iUay never 
come your way again- . 


Tolerance may be necessary with a new relationship 
which could upset you just a little this week, but you are 
on the winning side, and by the end of the week, your 
patience should be rewarded. You would do well to take 
advantage of contacts made now, as this is a favourable 
time for you. and opportunities will come your way. You 
should find an older member of your family unexpectedly 
helpful, and their advice will be very useful. 


By aiming high during this coming week, you could at- 
tain much more than you had anticipated, both at busi- 
ness, and in the social field. The successful outcome of a 
loved one's plans could lead to a celebration towards the 
weekend, bringing with it a closer relationship than be- 
fore. You should find that this is a warm and happy so- 
cial time, but remember not to take casual promises too 
seriously. Financial affaira should be looking up now. 


This coming week could be the start of a particularly 
active period for you. this giving you scope for recent 
half' formed ideas. A slight change in your affairs could 
be imminent, and by trying to see the other person's 
point of view, you could avoid any upsets. You should 
find that you are in excellent form during this week, and 
your personality could help you to make the most of your 
ideas in the socinl field. 


Monday 16 April 

Birthday Greetings to You. For the next two months, the 
odds are on your finding a solution to your personal problems 
which will result in much happiness for the future. 

Through the kindness of a close friend or relative, you may 
find yourself enjoying some unexpected prosperity. Do not 
rush out on a wild spending spree, for you will regret it later 
on when something worth^ile could be done. 


Some of your secret ambitions will bear fruit during this 
coming year. All the hard work which you have been putting 
In now reaps a fair reward, and you will be feeling much 
more secure by this time next year. 


Tuesday 1 7 April 

Birthday Greetings to You. Due (o an offer to go away about 
(he middle of next month, your plans for the future could well 
change entirely^ Prosperity is clearly indicated after the end 
of July, and you vrill feel secure-as never before. 

RjomancQ is very definitely indicated for the younger ones 
towards the end of August. This could lead to wedding bells, 
and f^or the older ones, a very deep and lasting frienitehip is 
indicated. 

Those of you who like to travel wilt have an opportunity lo 
go avimy early September. You should think this over very 
carefully, because your other plans will have to be altered 
considerably if you give way to your natural desire to travel, 
so don' t be In a hurry to make a definite decision on this mat- 


Wedneaday 18 April 

Birlh<^y Greetings to You. Your intuition is likely to play a 
strong part Jo a decision you will be called upon to make re- 
garding your career within the next two months. Success is 
certainly CD the way after that. 

Your financial affairs may heed somci careful planning for 
the next two or three months. After that.> there is every sign 
of prosperity fpr you an4.by your next anniversary, you will 
be feeling much more secure. , ' ; . : 1 

; Emotionally, you will suffer, some an){iety about' the middle 
of July^ but-, this should lead eventuallyi to a lasting romance 
for (hose among you who are single, and for Che married 
onesy .a deeper understanding wiU -;pTevail thtqughouL the 
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‘Omar Gatlato Radjla’ 


ONE OF tlic nims shown during 
(he Algerian Week at (he Cine 
Club was Merzak AIEouachc's 
"Omar Galla(o'‘. Though it is 
(he young director's first feature 
film, ii proved a great success in 
(he different film festivaJs where 
ii wus shown. 


Tile film's popularity probably 
lies in its (heme, a theme (hat 
transcends local borders and 
goes beyond national liinitulions. 
It is R .sensitive and realistic por- 
Irayal of (he slate of youth suffo- 
cated by poverty, boredom and 
loneliness. 


The hero (or more precisely, 
the anti-hero) of the film. 
Omar, is an ordinary Algerian 
young man. virile and full of life 
— leading a drab existence on an 
overcrowded housing estate and 
working at a routine office job 
The highlights of Omar's life are 
his envenings with his friends 
usually spent at cheap cinemas 
and hi.s only luxuries are his 
dreams. . . 


The tangible link between 
Omar and his dreams is his mini 
cassette recorder on which he re- 
cords his favourite Hindil and 
popular songs (hat take him away 
from (he grim uneventful same- 
ness of his life, to a colourful 
world of action and romance. 

The turning point of Omar's 
life (and consequently of the 
film it.scif) is when Omar is rob- 
bed of his recorder and has to re- 
place it by a new one. On the 
new tape, he hears the voice of a 
girl c.xpressing (to the recorder) 
her boredom with life and her 
loneliness within the four walls 
of her room, even though she 
ha.s painted flowers on these 
walls. 


The girl voices softly what 
Omar himself is undergoing and 
echoes his innermost feelings. 
So. he decides to find her and 
realize their communication. 

/ 

The film is a series of shots 
with the main character as the 
only link between them. These 
shots come to life with striking 
realism when the hero himself 
lakes the role of “narrator" and 
address (he audience or rather 


(he camera, expressing his own 
feelings. 


Merzak Allouachc stresses 

with his very special style and 
technique the “anti-heroic'' 
qualities of his “hero". In fact, 
the very title of the film is iro- 
nic: Omar “Gatlato radjla" is a 
popular expression meaning that 
hjs e.xcessive manhood killed 
him. The irony of the expression 
is most evident in the dramatic 
scene which is (consistently) the 
“anti-climax" of the film: when 
Omar finally meets his dream 
girl, he becomes dumbstruck and 
motionless. The only contact he 
makes with her is an “ima- 
gined" long handshake a 

continuation of his day dream. 

The film ends with the same 
scene with which it began: a 
scene marking (he beginning ofa 
day in Omar's life. This repeti- 
tion only stresses the sameness 
of Omar's days and the mono- 
tony of his life. 


Reem A. H. Yasln 



Director of the film Merzak 
Allouachc 





The only time Omar meets with hl.s dream-girl and 
.shakes her hand (In his Imagination) 
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SOLUTIONS 

Chess Target 


I...K(— R5! 2 P X Kt (if 2 Q x (), KixQ 

chancH P--KB4wtii.s material), Rx Coco coif coil coir colic COL 
M ch; 3 R X R. 0 X R ch; 4 Q-Ki.3 (if4 ORIFIC cool corf floor foil fo- 
K— R1 , R — KKlI), Q— 051 and Wli- lie folio fool frolic loco loir 

ite resigned due to the double ihrcul 0 x olio roil roof. 

Rch and R— KKM. 
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Word Game 


words of four lei- 

S shown here? 

J1 used once only. Each 
U »„ui„ 

_ must be at 


At one table East played in Seven 
Diamonds. South ~ not very brightly, 
since he had been raised in spades — ' 
led the Act of spades, and (hen all (he 
declarer needed was a club finesse. 

At (he other table the bidding went 
like this: 


South 

west 

North 

Et 

4S 

4NT 

dble 

6E 

6S 

No 

No 

71 

No 

No 

78 

dl 

No 

No 

No 


jV South N-S vulnerable 

h> nuich, have you ever made a 
in both rooms? This rare 
occurred during an Australian 


North Judged from his partner’s 
pass of Seven Diamonds that South 
must be void in diamonds. He can 
hardly have expected the Four Spade 
opener to hold three Aces, but perhaps 
West would not find (he right lead? 

.And West did indeed choose the 
Jack of beam. This was a poor choice 
because if partner held (he Ace of 
hearts the contract would surely be 
defeated. On such occasions it Is al- 
ways right to lead the long suit, clubs in 
this Instance, because that is where the 
declarer may be able to obtain a vital 
discard. 


Jakobsen (Denmark) v Spussov (Bul- 
garia), European team final, Plovdiv 
1933. Black (to play) has built up for- 
midable pre.ssiirv against White's king 
tlefcncc.s and weak Q-side pawns. Wh- 
ile has olVcred the usual remedy ofa 
queen swap to break the attack and 
now expects 1 ....Q x Q; 2 Kt x Q with 
improved chances of a draw. 

Uiiick, a grandmaster found a way 
through and forced White to resign in 
only a few moves. Can you do ns wdl? 


L ' A 

c bi 0 


C I L 


least one nine- letter word in 
the list. No plurals, no fore- 
ign words; no proper names. 
TODAY'S TARGET: 14 

words, good; 16 words, very 
good; 20 words, excellent. 
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DOWN 

i Rjan like a child la 

i Cry of an owl 
DUcover 

4 Hot sbowiQg proper 

9 fSa^uraot or hotel 
oeokft 


II Oold sweeta 


ALL SOLUTIONS ON P 30 


puzzles 


Use the same diagram for either the Cryp- 
tic or the Easy puzzle. 
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ACROSS 


DOWN 

1 Had been Uirown out, one 


8 The follow with the gagB who 
made off with your money 7 
ID, 


contended 18 ) 
i By which the motion was car- 
ried 111 the nudist camp 14, Si 

3 A rude word I (8) 

4 Call back at the theatre i6) 

5 When one looks round the 


10 A nobody who's n little bitter, 
perhaps (A, 4) 

15 And vcerlns E.'uit to enter port 
< 4 ) 

13 That's enough I Never again i 
i2, 4i 

14 A bird or wasp flying right 
Inside i7i 

16 It’s moumiul, is the grumble 
1 have I9i 

17 What made the quatl ouall 7 
19) 

16 See the cod I see. swiinmlnff 


ehtp. appraises It (B) 

6 MBKO & splash when you 
switch on tbo mixer? fff. l, 4) 

7 Hmpv that, having o'.opBed, 


itb renewed (7) ’ 

8 Prepare to dght ” one writes 
In Oninese (4. et 


In Chinese (4, 6) 

11 If It doesn't have one, It'a nil 


right (B) 

16 Tlw Jabber doe* Irritate one 
10 ) 

19 Having a flgAit 'to Uie name o , 
91 Imagined none was forgotten 
(3. 3. a. 4) 


16 See the cod I sea, swimming 
(7i 

10 Is a fool to put it among the 
effects i6i 

30 "Prom a lonv way away." I 
Interposed, “It’s pretty" (4i 

33 Having an uneasy conscience 
about the wild mole and bird 

(0i 

36 If pigs oou'd fly. In which 
they be In clover? i9) 

36 Sets to music <4i 

37 Return to ask If the Jellied 
pel outside Is to be eaten 18) 

30 .Adds that you'll write In the 
nadft, anyway i7> 

33 Make tho anti-rust pour out 


33 l^set on, perhaps, the eat fur 


33 Its size will be given in round 


flaures (4, 6) 

34 what the painted belle con- 
cocted to eat 7 (4-8, 4) 


uucwu w sac Y |4-iCi • 

06 Very good for one (3) 

88 Keep It up and save your hair 


30 W^lt the wily owl has that 
a pilot needs? I8) 


onto the court lOi 
34 A litter made of elasUclsed 


material ? 10 ) 

36 Net afraid of a single com- 
nany In it (7) 

30 Say vou‘11 evaluate the 
student's work again (6) 

37 Put out, returned for a whl'.e 
l4l 

31 Thev collie unexpectedly when 
the gentleman turns in the 
lost purses lOl 

39 likelihood them is that one 
won't be on duty? (8-0) 


a pilot needs? (8) 

30 Seemed proud to have been 
reaponalb'e for the hold-up (8) 

31 In the beginning, we got up 
with him (T) 

33 Point the rice cut. which la 
more palatable (6) 

34 Call on, after mum's gone out 
(6) 


ACROSS 


9 Dtplomatlo building 


120 121 


10 signature I9i 
12 Candid (4) 


IS Lane (8-4) 

14 Expand (7) 

15 or course (9) 

17 L-azInesa tOi 
IS Cheat <7) 

19 Inciting (0) 

30 Continent (4) 

3S Cowardly (0) 

3S Recommend a 


remedy (9) 
so Drinbrng-vessels 14 1 
37 Oo witliout food (6) 


29 Laavetaking (7) 
33 Cleaned (9) 


33 Cleaned (9) 

t 4 Ill-fame i9) 

B Of the, AuU I7i 
36 ^luable possessions 

37 Bcneme i4) 

38 Will (91 
39 Weed J9) 

- _ OOWN 

1 Stories (8) 

2 Amusing US) 

3 Colour 14, 4) 

4 Tune (6) 

6 Tieatlng (8) 


6 Presence ilO) 

7 Nimbly (7) 

8 Rich Cart (10) 
11 Elective 


garment 


16 Steering-device (8) 
19 Letter iSi ' 

21 Bollever in another 
world (L8) 

23 ,^eOy encountered 
(01 

2 | nalnness ( 10 ) 

24 activated (20) 

86 Baked dish (3) 

tl 

33 moun-talns 

34 Wttem (6) 
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